Bulletin
Mid December 2021
During the last few months, we have been able to enjoy a return to some
of our usual activities, and many groups were meeting again in person. It
was great to feel a bit more “normal” again! We’ve enjoyed open
meetings, social events and even started planning outings. We don’t yet
know what the next few weeks will bring, so we’ll have to make our
plans as we go along, but the message is clear: we need to prioritise our
social mixing to help keep us safe. Here’s hoping you all stay well and
enjoy the festivities with family and friends, and looking forward to
meeting the challenges ahead. On behalf of the committee, I wish all our
readers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year!
Celia Billau—Communications Officer

Open Meeting on Thursday January 6th at 10.30
Gavin Walker — Hydrogen in the Home, Back to the Future
The Chair of Sustainable Energy at Nottingham University
Calendar of Future Open Meetings 2022:
February 3rd

Chris Vesper

March 3rd
April 7th

Running the Marathon des Sables
Groups Fair at The Pearson Centre

Paul Wyman

The Traditional Stone Ground Windmill at Tuxford
How to get from grain to flour and make a successful
business

May 5th

AGM

Followed by entertainment from Beeston u3a members

Dates for your 2022 diary:
Friday January 21st at 10.30am Group Leaders Training Lunch at Christ Church, Chilwell High Road
Friday February 18th Quiz and Supper at Chilwell Manor Golf Club
Thursday March 3rd at 10am Groups Fair at the Pearson Centre
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Friday April 8th at 7pm Murder Mystery evening (details to be finalised)
Speakers List for Notts
In the New Year the 33 u3as that belong to the Nottinghamshire
Network of u3as are hoping to compile a list of speakers for open
meetings that belong to our u3as. We have so much talent, knowledge
and
enthusiasm within each of our u3as that it would be lovely to share
some of this knowledge with others.
Most talks last for about 45 minutes plus time for questions afterwards
but this may vary in different u3as. Unfortunately, members of the u3a
cannot be paid for their talk, but this does mean that it is a real support for u3as, many of whom are
finding that funds are rather short due to difficulties during the pandemic.
If you feel you would like to be included on our speakers list, then just drop me an email at
chair@beestonu3a.org.uk.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the members of Beeston u3a a very merry
Christmas and happy New Year. Times are difficult at the moment, and we are unsure what the new
year holds for many of us, but I am sure that our community will continue to thrive and support each
other in the very many different ways that we have over the past two years.
Margot Gale (Chair Beeston u3a)

Beeston u3a Committee Members 2021—2022
Name

Position

Email address

Margot Gale

Chair

chair@beestonu3a.org.uk

Anne Pinnock

Vice Chair/ Joint Groups Co-ordinator

groups@beestonu3a.org.uk

Sue Blackley

Business Secretary

bussec@beestonu3a.org.uk

Celia Billau

Communications Officer

communications@beestonu3a.org.uk

Richard Taylor

Treasurer

treasurer@beestonu3a.org.uk

Alison Wilson

Membership Secretary

membershgip@beestonu3a.org.uk

Kathy Shipway

Joint Groups Co-ordinator

groups@beestonu3a.org.uk
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Lindsay Litton

Social Fund Treasurer

lindsaylitton5@gmail.com

Karen Attwood

Publicity Officer

karenattwood@rocketmail.com

Ivan Jones

Speaker Seeker

speakerskr@beestonu3a.org.uk

Roger Farmer

Website

Roger.farmer2019@outlook.com

December Open Meeting — Fool’s Gold—Christmas Entertainment
Our open meeting on December was a gentle beginning to
the Festive period, Fool’s Gold is a husband and wife couple
singing and playing in a folk music tradition. Steve played
the guitar and provided most of the commentary while
Carol, a woman of many parts, sang and played a variety of
instruments, both stringed and wind.
They originally began performing in clubs and quickly
discovered that all that was needed was a good singer and a
good song. From this base they have developed a very
pleasing double act. They decided that the story behind the song was essential and started by telling us all about St
Nicholas of Myra, possibly the original Santa Claus. It certainly seemed as probable as the northern European Sant
many of us have been brought up to accept and this one was much earlier. This St Nicholas was the patron saint of
many things and people including New York City!
We were treated to a selection of Christmas songs, starting with ‘Santa Claus is coming to Town’. They had a
suitable power point display as a back drop. To accompany this song they had a sleigh and reindeer flying across
the world. There were several delightful scenes including a Disney style Nativity scene with a donkey which seemed
to be making eyes at the cow!
The programme was not just songs either. Steve was from Durham and reminded us of the appalling winter of
1947 when he learned that a sheep, if buried in snow will survive because its hot breath will create an air hole in
the snow through which it can breathe. All a farmer needs to do is to check a field for little black holes and then he
can dig the animal out. Nor surprisingly this story was followed by ‘In the bleak midwinter’
Steve’s talk covered quite a range. He reminded us of the (apocryphal?) story of the German and Allied soldiers
singing Silent Night and playing football in December 1914. This was followed by a brief selection of songs
from that era, Tipperary, Pack up your Troubles, Keep the Home Fires Burning He also told us about the Tea
Towel Fairies who strike at Christmas time – this was followed by a picture of children dressed for the school
Nativity play as shepherds. I’m sure that jogged a few memories.
They ended with a selection of
Christmas favourites including
the all-time favourite ‘White
Christmas’. They hoped we
would join in
singing but possibly the masks interfered too much, if there was any joining in it was a bit perfunctory! It was a
delightful show without the blatant commercialism which has come to characterise this gentle festival all too often.
Happy Christmas everyone.
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Rosemary Pickering

Memberships for 2022—2023
The Committee has decided to keep the annual membership fee at £15 for next year, which is good news! Look
out for emails arriving in the New Year informing you all about how to renew your membership. Celia will advise
you all about your details on Beacon and how you can renew using the online payment method. Alison will be
advising everyone on the various acceptable methods and arrangements for renewals early in January.

Riviera Travel
If members book a holiday with Riviera Travel, Beeston u3a will receive a donation worth 10% of the
holiday cost.
All you need to do is to book with Riviera by phone, and mention Beeston u3a.
Pre-pandemic, Beeston u3a was earning a considerable amount from Riviera, which we were able to
spend on equipment for groups. We hope that we can restore some of this very useful income in future
years.
Magic Mountain Outdoor Clothing Outlet
Magic Mountain (outlet for Sprayway, Trekmates and other outdoor clothing brands), on Vernon Avenue,
Beeston, offers u3a members a generous 25% discount on purchases over £10.
Just show your u3a membership card to claim this discount.
Wine Appreciation Evening
There was a full house at the Resources
Centre in Beeston on 3rd December for the
annual wine appreciation social event.
Adrian Shipway introduced us all to some
splendid wines and we all practised the
expert wine taster’s skills, and scored each
wine according to our personal taste. It was

a lovely evening and our thanks go to the
organisers: Janis, Margot, Sue and Kathy.
Same again next year please!
Celia Billau

Murder Mystery event in April 2022
Speaking of wine...we are planning to hold a murder mystery event whereby teams compete to guess
who the murderer is over a meal and drinks, with prizes awarded to the winning team. Actors will play
out their parts to tell the story and provide all the clues. More of this later, but suffice to say, the event
will be called: “Murder on the Grape Vine”.
4

News from the groups
The complete list of groups with email addresses follows the reports from some of our groups. If you would like
further information about any specific group, please email the facilitator directly, or groups@beestonu3a.org.uk
Anne Pinnock and Kathy Shipway—Joint Groups Coordinators
American History
Carol and Richard hosted the annual quiz and fuddle this week which was much enjoyed by all.
We look forward to lots of interesting topics next year, and we hope to continue to meet physically at the Pearson
Centre and run a Zoom meeting at the same time.
Celia Billau
Art History and Appreciation
Our November meeting had a Christmas theme as we have no meeting in December—we tend to clash with Boxing
Day!!
We were greatly entertained by Pat Temple who presented “The Art of the Nativity”—a varied and fascinating
collection of artworks showing recurring themes in the story of the Nativity. These ranged from the annunciation,
the birth of Jesus and visits from the shepherds and the kings, showing interpretations by early artists and
sculptures through to works by Rubens, Leonardo, Rembrandt, El Greco – and not forgetting Beryl Cook!!
Pat’s research was amazing as she showed us examples of recurring symbolism such as the frequent inclusion of a
goldfinch, appearing because of its healing properties. Her interactive style, with questions to make us think, kept
us all on our toes --between some very funny searches to see what Joseph was doing - he was frequently asleep,
cooking or drying nappies!
Such an entertaining presentation and just what we needed to put us in the mood for Christmas, so many thanks to
Pat for a really enjoyable “end of term” !!
Our next meeting is in January and will be a presentation by Alison Wilson about Art in Honfleur.
Janet Hunt
Craft Group
The Craft Group meets in the Guild Room, Beeston Methodist Church during the afternoon of the 4th Thursday of
each month.
The first meeting of 2022 will take place at 1.30pm on the 27th January. This will be a planning meeting to arrange
our programme for 2022. Could members who have any suggestions for the programme, or even better would be
willing to lead a session, please come along with their ideas.
New members to the group are always welcome. Please contact me at gill12.farmer@outlook.com if you would like
to join us.
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. Gill
Farmer
Family History
In December we met on Zoom, and heard a fascinating story from Dave G, on “The making of a ghost”. This
referred to Operation Mincemeat, a successful British deception operation of the Second World War to disguise
the
1943 Allied invasion of Sicily. The ‘ghost’ was Glyndwr Michael, whose dead body was dressed as an officer of the
Royal Marines, with Dave explaining the roles of Charles Cholmondeley and Ewen Montagu, each of whom had
interesting family backgrounds, and who were instrumental in arranging the deception, including placing personal
items on the dead body identifying him as the fictitious Captain William Martin. In the second part of our meeting
we discussed various aspects of our (real!) family history investigations. Chris O’Brien
New Committee in May 2022
When we hold our AGM in May we will have several members of the committee standing down. We will be looking
for volunteers who are prepared to take on a role. Please contact Margot Gale on chair@beestonu3a.org.uk if you
think you can help.
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Desert Island Discs
On Wednesday 24th November, our show featured as our guest U3A Chief Executive Sam Mauger. We had a
record number of listeners with 44 Zoom windows, some of these were couples, so the grand total could well have
been over 50 listeners. Sam’s recollections, mostly education and career based, all leading to her current post,
gave us a wonderful insight into the qualifications and qualities which have brought so many benefits to our
organisation. As she so rightly said, ‘everyone, God willing, is going to end up an older person”
On Wednesday 8th December we welcomed Rob Heath who runs Landermeads, which has care homes over four
sites in Chilwell. These care homes have won many awards for both staff and service users.
Our next broadcast is Wednesday 12th January. The program goes out from 7pm until 8, but a few of us like to
chat so Zoom will be open from 6.30. I will send the invitation out to all DID group members the second week in
January. If you know of anyone who might enjoy the show and is not a member, please let me know and I will add
them to this list.
Our Guest is Derek Constable, our ‘sound man’. Many of you will know him from his Sunday Music program.
Derek has worked with many well known stars of drama, music and popular TV shows during his 40+ years as both
a cameraman and lighting director for both the BBC and ITV. He has worked all over the world in this field and in
1991 was awarded a BAFTA for his work in the TV series Boon. To us here in Beeston Derek is a charming person, a
fount of all music knowledge who never seems to tire of endless questions and queries regarding music
production. A program not to be missed.
Please contact me if you have any questions. Email mo.moffatt@gmail.com Maureen Moffatt
Flower group
Hello everyone. We did have a proposed meeting arranged for 26th November, but this was cancelled. Especial
apologies to those who let me know they could do this date. If It wasn’t for Covid, I would have such a small group
in my home as it’s a lot of organising to arrange somewhere else. But not quite yet I think. I feel sure you will
agree with me. We shall meet again I am sure, but again, not quite yet. I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas
and that you and your families stay well.
Not to gloat too much - but its lovely here in Spain! Maureen Moffatt Mo.moffatt@gmail.com
German Conversation
Our group is very pleased to have a new leader, Bob Dolby, a year after the death of our previous leader, Gerda
Kuklik.
Rosie McCoy
History
Following a recent poll, the History Group Committee has decided to return our meetings to the Guild Room at
Chilwell Methodist Church from January in accordance with the wishes of a clear majority of members. The next
meeting will therefore be on January 14th at 10am at Beeston Methodist Church.
John Dornan will be talking about “The Cutlery Industry of Sheffield”.
Please don’t go to the Pearson Centre!
Judith Foxon
To Zoom or not to Zoom
The inability and/or reluctance to meet face to face for our meetings forced us to look at an online alternative. We,
and many other u3as, chose to Zoom, revealing the bookcases, curtains and window sills of our homes in our
backgrounds. To be honest, I think it’s been a Godsend, but it has had its limitations. It was so nice to see people
“in the flesh” once again! The “hybrid meeting” forced us to test our technological skills to the limit, and the church
had us beat. However, watch out for the chance to attend our open meeting on Zoom in January. We think we may
have cracked it. Thanks to Derek and Mike, our technical wizards...oops, I’d better not speak too soon!
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Lunch Club 2
Although it's been a stop/start year again we have managed to visit a number of venues to enjoy a variety of
international cuisines. The Christmas lunch is always the main event of the year, and The Corinthian maintained
their usual high standard. It was a
welcome chance to be able to socialise
with everyone in a secure setting. It's
thanks to the many volunteers who select
the venue, sort out a menu and take the
payments that this group continues to
thrive. I'm sure that in 2022 we will
continue to find some new gems in the
area, along with some old favourites.
Jo Muxlow

Play Reading
We are a small group of enthusiasts who enjoy the plays we read, but we could do with a few more people to make
it a bit easier: reading two parts at once sometimes results in a strange one way conversation, but at least, it puts
our regional accents and character voices to the test! We start the New Year with an Agatha Christie, which is
always fun trying to guess who the murderer is. Please email Christine if you’d like to give it a go. Celia Billau and
Christine Dornan
Practical Gardening
After some deliberation and in view of the current situation regarding Covid, Julia, Pat and Sue made the decision
to cancel our December meeting.
As we now have 45 members and can only safely accommodate around half this number in our room, we are no
longer accepting new members at present. If the situation changes we will inform the Groups Co-ordinators.
Julia Powell
Psychology and Sociology
Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday 24th January 2022 at 10.30am in The Pearson Centre, Nuart Road,
Beeston.
If you are interested in joining the group, please come along for a taster session. Jane
Wild
Have you seen our web site recently?
We have a modern-looking web site now,
thanks to the recent efforts of Roger and
Karen, who have updated the original site.
This is our window to the world, and it
attracts visitors every day to see what we
do and if it’s something they would like to
join in with.
We also have a Facebook page which is our
promotional area so visitors can find us, and
we also have a private group where we can
share ideas, comment on events and place community notices. Do a search on Facebook and you’re sure to find us!
Web site: https://beestonu3a.org.uk/
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Christmas Wreath Making Workshop
On Thursday December 16th, members were spotted in between the greenery assembling their own Christmas
wreathes in a workshop which was led by Rachel Barrowcliffe, a former gardener at Hodsock Priory.
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