
1) Alan Lewis- La Vucciria by Renato Guttuso  
 
Renato Guttuso (26 December 1911 – 18 January 1987) was an Italian painter. His best-known works 
include Flight from Etna (1938–39), Crucifixion (1941) and La Vucciria (1974). Guttuso also designed 
for the theatre (including sets and costumes for  Histoire du Soldat , Rome, 1940) and did illustrations 
for books. Those for Elizabeth David’s Italian Food (1954), [1]  introduced him to many in the English- 
speaking world. 
La Vucciria has been featured in several television programmes by chefs and travel writers. 
 

 
 

The original – which is huge – hangs in Palazzo Steri in Palermo – at various times the former seat of 
the Spanish Inquisition, palace, Moorish pottery factory, community food storage warehouse, 
government office and prison. 
It was painted in 1974 and Palermo University had it hidden away in a private room for years. 
The man in the yellow jumper is Renato Guttuso (the artist) himself, and the old woman in black is 
his wife: in the picture he showed her as much older than she really was. The three women in white, 
red and green dresses are all his mistress, shown from three different angles, and portrayed as much 
younger than she actually was. In reality, she was the same age as his wife. 
Guttuso lived most of his life in Rome and missed a lot of the foods you can only get in Sicily, so he 
had a phase of painting food along with women, his two great sensual pleasures. 
 



 
 

This market was founded by the North African invaders of Sicily over 1,000 years ago and flourished 
like a chaotic souk for ten centuries. Sicilians say “It was a vucciria” the way we in English say “It was 
bedlam” or “It was a madhouse”. 
 
Last month I suggested a work by Victor Gabriel Gilbert, this is another one of his which I believe is a 
scene outside Les Halles in Paris. This was painted in 1880. 
 
For a better view of the work follow the following: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_Gabriel_Gilbert#/media/File:Victor_Gabriel_Gilbert,_1880_-
_Le_carreau_des_halles.jpg   
Gilbert seemed to specialise in Parisian market scenes and I suggest you use Google or Wikipedia to look at 
the others. 
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2) Jill Davies- Street Vendor Adhemdabad  by Edwin Lord Weeks. 
For the street vendor picture I have chosen Street Vendor Adhemdabad  by Edwin Lord 
Weeks. A touch of the orient! 

This artist was born in America in 1849 and is noted for his orientalist works. 
He went to Paris in 1872 and studied there and remained for the rest of his life,dying in 1903. 
Jill Davis 
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3) Felicity Harrison- The Waterseller of Seville  by Diego Velazquez  
 
The Waterseller of Seville is the title of three paintings by Spanish artist Diego Velazquez dating 
from 1618–1622. The original version is considered to be among the finest works of the painter's 
Seville period and is displayed in the Waterloo Gallery of Aspley House in London.The original 
version was painted by Velázquez when he was in his late teens or early twenties. there is an older 
man, a young boy, and a bystander in the background. The old man is handing the young boy a glass 
of water but, they never look at each other, nor do they make eye contact with the viewer. This 
painting is done in a realistic style with a limited colour palette. 
 

In the foreground sit the seller's gigantic pots of water, glistening with splashes of water. So large and 
rounded, they almost protrude out of the painting into the observer's space. The seller hands a freshly 
poured glass of water to the boy. In it sits a fig, a perfumer intended to make the water taste fresher 
(something still done in Seville today). 

Although the water seller, is poor, evidenced by his torn clothing and his heavily lined face, Velasquez 
has given him a certain nobility that I find very appealing and empathetic. The different textures in the 
picture are wonderfully realistic, it is one of my favourite paintings. 

Felicity 

 


