
 Beeston U3A Annual General Meeting 2020 

Due to the Covid 19 outbreak the AGM of Beeston U3A was postponed from 

Thursday 7th May 2020 and will now take place on Thursday 6th August 2020 at 

10:30am. As our open meetings are not possible for the foreseeable future due to 

social distancing, this will now take place as a Zoom Meeting and log in details will 

be sent to you nearer the time of the AGM. 

 The draft agenda for the meeting accompanies this notice. 

Election of Committee Members 

In accordance with our constitution there will be an election for the entire Committee which comprises: 

4 honorary positions: 

• Chair. 

• Vice-chair. 

• Treasurer. 

• Business Secretary. 

8 Other Committee Members filling the following Committee positions: 

• Interest Groups Co-ordinator. 

• Membership Secretary. 

• Communications Officer. 

• Website/Publicity Officer. 

• Speaker Seeker. 

• Outings Organiser. 

• Social Fund Treasurer. 

• Welfare Officer. 

• Events’ Organiser. 

It is customary for the Vice-Chair to take one of the Committee positions. 

All positions are for one year. 

If you require any further information about the Committee responsibilities or about any of the Committee 

positions please contact Margot Gale at chair@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Nominations for the Committee must be submitted to the Business Secretary, Richard Eddleston, by 

Thursday 30th July 2020 at 17 Harlech Rise, Chilwell, Nottingham NG9 5PD on the official nomination form. 

This form can be obtained by contacting Richard Eddleston on 07980 631 311 or email: 

riedd@btinternet.com. 

Items for Agenda 

Any resolutions or issues that members wish to raise must be submitted to Richard Eddleston at the above 

address by Thursday 30th July, 2020. The final agenda for the annual general meeting will be available at 

the meeting. 

Richard Eddleston, Business Secretary. 

 

mailto:chair@beestonu3a.org.uk
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BEESTON U3A AGM THURSDAY 6th August 2020 AT 10.30 am HELD VIA ZOOM 

AGENDA 

1.  Apologies. 

2.  Minutes of the AGM 2nd May 2019. 

3.  Chairperson’s Report – Margot Gale. 

4. To Receive and Adopt the Statement of Accounts for 2019 – 2020 -Malcolm Brookbanks. 

5. To appoint an independent Examiner of Accounts for 2020 - 2021. 

6. Election to Committee Posts. 

7. Other notified Business. 

8. Close of meeting   

 

MINUTES OF THE 8TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BEESTON U3A HELD ON THURSDAY 2ND MAY 2019  

AT BEESTON METHODIST CHURCH 

1 Apologies: A. Pinnock and K. Williams. 

2 Welcome by the Chair: The Chair Sue Blackley welcomed the members to the meeting which was quorate. 

• Presentations were made to Karen and Mel who are very helpful BMC staff in recognition of the valuable 

help and support they both have given us during the past year. 

• Sue introduced the committee to the members. 

3 The Minutes AGM 2018: 

• The minutes for the AGM of 2018 were taken as read and Anne Allery proposed, and Hazel Brooke seconded 

the approval of the minutes. 

4 Chairman’s Report given by Sue Blackley: 

• This was a full and detailed report of the U3A year 2018-19 and can be read on the Beeston U3A website and 

will appear in the June newsletter. 

5 Treasures Report: 

• Before presenting his report, Malcolm asked for a round of applause for Sue as a show of appreciation for all 

her hard work as chair. 

Malcolm reported that the accounts as circulated now have been certified as an accurate record by our independent 

auditor Eric Burdett. Thanks were expressed to Eric for his work in this connection. 

This year for the first time, details of our accounts will have to be supplied to the Charity Commissioners and will 

include not only the general accounts but also the social and group accounts. 

• Malcolm explained how the planned reduction of the “reserve” which was mentioned last year had been 

achieved. 



• He reported on the PayPal account which had been opened which allows online payments and this had been 

highly successful and the committee will be looking at introducing bank and credit card paying facilities. 

• Malcolm pointed out that we have had to pay a fee for using the Third Age Trusts online administration 

system “Beacon”.  

• We have also had to pay an administration charge to PayPal for every transaction made on the system, but it 

is very small. 

• Expenditure on equipment has covered payments for items for a number of groups as well as laptop facilities 

and a new printer. 

• We also have to pay Google for sending bulk emails. 

• New group start up grants pay for the initial meetings when a new group is set up and when a group is 

looking to re-establish itself under new leadership arrangements. 

• Malcolm thanked Jo Muxlow for her continued work on managing the social account which handles the 

monies for the various trips and events that are such a welcome feature of our U3A. 

• The accounts were approved by Mike Johnson and seconded by Haydn Boothroyd. 

6 To Appoint an Independent Examiner for 2019-20: 

• The independent examiner will be Eric Burdett.  Proposed by Malcolm Brookbanks and seconded by Valerie 

Sabin. 

7 Election to Vacant Committee Post: 

• Chair Margot Gale – proposed by Helen Hubert and seconded by Patrick Riley. 

• Vice Chair Sue Blackley – proposed by Jill Mead and seconded by Jean Harris. 

• Treasurer Malcolm Brookbanks – proposed by Valerie Sabin and seconded by Joan Whiting. 

• Secretary Richard Eddleston – proposed by David Smith and seconded by Ann Hart. 

• Communications Celia Billau – proposed by David Coy and seconded by John Bate. 

• Social Treasurer Jo Muxlow – proposed by Sandra Banks and seconded by Georgina Lyons. 

• Joint Groups Co-ordinator: Kathy Shipway - proposed by Margaret Burdett and seconded by Keith Rossin. 

• Joint Groups Co-ordinator Anne Pinnock – proposed by Margaret Freeman and seconded by C. S. Beckett. 

• Membership Secretary Alison Wilson – proposed by Helen Hubert and seconded by Janet Riley. 

• Event’s Organiser – Elaine Neville proposed by Shirley Pike and seconded by Alison Wilson. 

These were passed unanimously. 

8 Adoption of a New Constitution: Richard Eddleston. 

The present constitution is now no longer fit for purpose and so the Third Age Trust nationally with the Charity 

Commission has worked out a new constitution. Richard explained that it simply builds upon the constitution we 

already have but does so in more depth and attempts to cover any legal loopholes. 

However, there are some significant changes to alert you to: 

• The whole of the committee will be up for election every year. 

• Once a person has been on the committee for six successive years, they will have to take a year off. 

• Nobody is able to be on the committee for more than nine years in total. 

• We are able to have three co-opted members on the committee. 

We have three years to bring these changes in gradually to avoid any disruptive effects. 

This was passed unanimously. 

9 Other Notified Business: none. 

10 Presentations: 

• Bouquets of flowers were given to the resigning committee members 

• Chris Chater 



• Janis Patterson 

• Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock 

• Also to Sue Blackley to show the appreciation of the committee and membership for all her hard work in 

helping Beeston U3A to forge ahead.  

11 Close of the Meeting: - 11.08am. 

Chair’s Report  

AGM August 2020 (delayed from May 2020) 

When I took over as chair a year ago, I never thought that my first year would end in such extraordinary times. 

Despite the current Covid-19 situation we have continued to thrive with over 50 of our 87 groups still actively 

involved in some activities using useful resources, such as Zoom or WhatsApp. We now have a total of 835 members 

consisting mainly of existing member renewals, for which we are very grateful as it will enable us to continue 

functioning as a vibrant U3A until the time when we can resume face-to-face meetings.  When this happens, we will 

then be able to begin strengthening our membership when new members are able to join.  Online renewals have 

now increased with over 450 members taking advantage of this system and this has really helped lighten the load for 

Alison Wilson, our membership secretary, who does a wonderful job of keeping all our membership lists up to date 

along with the many other jobs involved in welcoming new members and visitors to the Open Meetings when they 

take place. 

It always amazes me, when I read the newsletter, what a wide variety of groups we run, from the 6 walking groups 

which cater for all physical abilities and needs, to the 5 different book groups, the Art History group with over 100 

members and many, many more.  The full range of groups were on show at our very successful Group Fair which was 

held in October at the Pearson Centre where 79 groups were represented.  There were performances by the Singing 

and Dancing Groups in the entrance foyer and refreshments were served by Elaine and her dedicated team of 

helpers who do a great job of providing tea and coffee at all our open meetings.  We had 31 new members joining at 

the Group Fair, along with 3 new co-opted members who volunteered to join the committee (Steve Caunt, Ivan 

Jones and Sue Pringle), all of whom have proved to be a huge asset. Anne Pinnock and Kathy Shipway, our joint 

Group Co-ordinators, continue to do an amazing job of organising and supporting our groups and this help has 

carried on into the period when meeting together has not been possible by them making suggestions and supporting 

group facilitators to function in the virtual world in which we now find ourselves.  They are even moving forward by 

exploring the possibility of starting new groups such as Hula Hooping, Laughter Exercises and Chair Yoga. 

In January we had our Group Facilitators training event which focused on the new revised Group Facilitators’ 

Handbook which took into account the many changes to our organisation over the past few years.  This was a huge 

undertaking done by both Kathy and Anne and which provides an invaluable support for all our group facilitators.  

We also looked at ways to make new members feel welcome when attending a group meeting for the first time.  

Some excellent suggestions were made by our group facilitators and these have since been sent out to everyone 

involved in running our groups. 

Our thanks must go to Lucy Beardsley who has continued to organise some excellent visits over the past year which 
have included a Nottingham River Cruise in September, a visit to78 Derngate, which is the only house in England 
designed by Charles Rennie Mackintosh, and a very successful visit in February to see the snowdrops at Hodsock 
Priory along with a very informative talk given by Sir Andrew Buchanan.  Sadly, our visit to Warwick Castle had to be 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus. 
 
Elaine Neville has taken over the role of events organiser this year and we all enjoyed an excellent fine wine tasting 

evening in December and our thanks must also go to Adrian Shipway and John Scottow for sharing their expertise.  

The quiz night and gin tasting evenings were both well attended and extremely successful and our thanks also go out 

to Janis Patterson, who left the committee last year but continues to help Elaine with selling tickets and also assists 

at all our events.  In December, 30 of us really enjoyed making Christmas Wreaths and the finished results were 

extremely impressive.  This was organised by Rachel Barrowcliff, a professional gardener working at Hodsock Priory, 

who came along and demonstrated wreath making, bringing with her a huge selection of materials for us to use in 

our creations – we did wonder if there was any greenery left at the Priory!  



At Beeston U3A we feel that the ethos of the U3A ‘Lifelong Learning’ should be part of our driving force and this can 

range from learning new skills, exploring new knowledge or facilitating our physical wellbeing - all of which can help 

us remain healthy and happy in our third age.  To this end several of us attended an excellent Conference on Ageing 

Well which was organised by the Nottinghamshire Network.  Also, our thanks go to Sue Blackley for organising a 

dementia workshop, attended by over 60 members who found it both interesting and informative.  Jo Muxlow also 

organised a session by Via East Midlands called Drive On and many of the 45 participants went on to take advantage 

of the accompanied ride with a driving instructor.    

As part of the ‘Lifelong Learning’ ethos, many of the groups can stretch our comfort zones by enabling members to 
lead and participate in a variety of activities.  The Writing for Pleasure group ran its annual competition and our 
congratulations go to the winning story which was written by Peter Hilton and was called "An Act of God".  The 
Music Appreciation group ran an extremely interesting workshop called ‘The Human Voice’ run by Simon Thompson, 
the visiting speaker, and the Art Gallery Visits have attended a large range of exhibitions within our region including 
exhibitions at The Nottingham Contemporary and The Derby Art Gallery and Museum.  Alongside these specific 
events the majority of our groups follow the U3A philosophy of  ‘by the members for the members’ where meetings 
are led by an individual or group of members, researching subjects they are often unfamiliar with and deliver talks to 
their group.  This can often feel a little daunting initially but the sense of satisfaction of learning new skills even in 
our third age is enormous.  Celia has supported the presentation of talks by giving training to members on how to 
produce and deliver a PowerPoint Presentation which is often a new skill for some of our members. 
 
We also continue to expand our knowledge at our monthly meetings.  The range of speakers are very wide ranging, 
from our extremely entertaining talk at Christmas by Vince Eager entitled ‘Pioneer of British Pop’ through to Dr John 
Dornan talking about Shackleton – Polar Explorer with a Mission and a Hidden Secret.  Sue Blackley has not only 
been our Speaker Seeker this year but has also been an invaluable support to both the committee and, on a personal 
note to myself, as vice chair where her wealth of knowledge from the years she was chair have been so very helpful. 
 
Participating in the wider aspects of the U3A is extremely important so that we remain vibrant and forward-looking. 
Several of the committee have attended training events which have been run by the National Office and these have 
included such topics as  ‘Recruiting and Valuing Volunteers’ and ‘Dealing with difficult people’ (not that this has been 
needed in Beeston U3A!), ‘Keeping it Legal’ through to most recently,  ‘Advanced Zoom training’ which has been run 
since the Lock Down.   We also make full use of all that the Nottinghamshire Network of U3As has to offer both from 
training to peer group support and ideas to improve our own U3A.  Earlier this year Di Fisher Harman led a Peer 
Support group on Architecture where attendees from 8 other U3As shared good practice and ideas on how to 
effectively run an Architecture group.  We also work closely with our Cluster of U3As where we share ideas for visits 
and groups, and the chairs of each U3A meet on a regular basis to support the smooth running of each of the 
participating U3As.  We continue to gain a great deal of information from the workshops at the National Conference 
and are very lucky that it is held at Nottingham University so that several committee members can attend and also 
quite a large group of members can represent our U3A on the second day for the National AGM.   
 
Beacon, the U3A computer system, continues to make our life so much easier, enabling groups to easily access and 
communicate with their members.  Our thanks go to the group facilitators who have made use of the groups’ ledger 
this year which has made Malcolm’s job a little easier when preparing the accounts for auditing.  We really do need 
to thank Malcolm Brookbanks for all the work he does in keeping our accounts in order and Jo Muxlow for her work 
supporting the finances for our groups.  Beacon is now well embedded within the work of our U3A and is used in 
every aspect of our running and our thanks need to go to Celia Billau who not only maintains our Beacon system but 
also supports members by running training sessions on its use.   
 
Celia also needs to be thanked for the Newsletter she produces each quarter, however since the lock down she has 
also undertaken the collating and writing of the bulletins which have come out every two weeks.  These have been a 
way of not only informing members of what is happening in the various groups but also a way to amuse and 
entertain us in these difficult times.  Another way in which we inform our members about what is happening is via 
the rolling notices which Steve Austin produces each month as part of his role as Publicity Officer.  These have been 
halted while Open Meetings have not happened but will be reinstated this month.  Steve also ensures that our 
website is kept up to date and he now has two additional members, David Bonser and Roger Farmer, helping with 
this essential task. 
 



We use a large range of venues for our meetings and I would like to mention how sorry we were when the White 
Lion Pub closed its doors as Sergio, the manager,  had for many years been so accommodating to a large number of 
our groups including our New Members coffee morning and our helpers ‘Thank You’ morning.  We have continued 
with both of these events but moved them to the new venue, The Flour Brewer, where the ‘Thank You’ afternoon 
cream tea was extremely well attended and very successful. 
 
We have several changes on the committee this year and I am sorry to say that we are losing some long-standing 
members after the AGM in August.  Lucy Beardsley will be standing down as she has now completed the nine years 
which our constitution allows a committee member to serve.  She has been a member of our committee since 
Beeston U3A was started and her experience and knowledge will be missed by us.  I would also like to give a big 
thankyou to Richard Eddleston who has been our Business Secretary for 7 years keeping us up to date with the 
extensive changes that have been introduced since he came on to the committee.  Jo Muxlow is also coming off the 
committee this year having served 5 years as our very dedicated Social Fund Treasurer and our thanks go to her for 
the support which she has given Steve Caunt, who will be taking over from her after the AGM.   
 
It is very sad to lose the experience that these members have brought to the smooth running of Beeston U3A but it 
does give anyone that is reading this the opportunity to stand for the committee and bring their new ideas and 
enthusiasm and so help keep us vibrant and relevant, especially with the challenges we face at the moment and into 
the future.   
 
I began my Chair’s Report by saying that I never thought I would end my first year as Chair in such extraordinary 
times and I will end it by reiterating this thought.  There is no doubt we face challenges both as individuals and as an 
organisation in the months and years to come but I know that us Third Agers are a resilient bunch and with the 
friendships and support of each other we will come through these trying times. As Captain Tom said: “tomorrow will 
be a good day”. 
 
Margot Gale (Chair Beeson U3A) 

 

TREASURERS REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 6 AUGUST 2020 

With this report you are receiving: 

Appendix A  -  copy of the return to the Charity Commission 

Appendix B - detailed statement of receipts and payments for 2019 / 20 together with explanatory notes in 

Appendix B notes 

Appendix C - statement of the Social account receipts and payments for  

2019 / 20  

I am pleased to report that our general, social and group accounts, have been examined by our 

independent examiner, Eric Burdett, and he has certified them as having no irregularities. Our thanks to 

Eric for his work in this connection. 

Turning to the appendices. The first, the return to the Charity Commissioners, pulls together payments in 

different areas. Whilst it is not as detailed as the statement of receipts and payments it does include the 

amount of money passing through our groups and the social account. Our total receipts for the year was 

£57,705 with payments of £54,448 which included £21,873 and £20,186 respectively from the group 

accounts.  

More details of payments can be seen in Appendix B. Our end of year bank balance for the general account 

of £20,791 is a healthy one. This is due to the fact that we take advance subscriptions for the next financial 

year (beginning 1 April) in January to March which swells the bank account at the end of the year. This year 

we held £10,587 in advance subscriptions and excluding this sum the net balance would have been 

£10,204 of which £6000 is earmarked as a reserve. You may wonder why the amount of subscriptions is 



not divisible by 15, the amount of the subscription. It is because we pay a fee to PayPal for the processing 

of subscriptions through that account. The fees range from 36p to 62p depending on the amount of the 

transaction. This is a worthwhile charge for the security and administration it takes off our hands.      

How your money is used is set out in the notes accompanying this appendix. 

In relation to our receipts we are grateful to a number of members who have nominated us to receive a 

commission payment from the holiday travel firm Riviera. Our income in the past year has benefited by 

£1,570 from such receipts. Anyone taking a holiday with Riviera can nominate a charity to receive a 

commission from Riviera. The commission is paid when full payment has been made but the nomination 

has to be made at the time of the booking as Riviera is unable to receive a retrospective nomination.  

PayPal has continued to prove a successful route for subscription payments. It is a boon in helping to 

ensure accuracy in our records and eliminating cash handling. I mentioned last year that we would be 

looking at how we could introduce bank and credit card paying facilities. We haven’t made any progress 

with such arrangements because the development of the PayPal system has been our priority. It is the best 

arrangement giving us a coordinated route to updating membership records in the Beacon system (the 

Third Age Trust database for managing membership information and some financial information for group 

accounts).  

I am delighted to say that the group account facility in Beacon has been embraced by nearly all our groups 

and has been a tremendous asset in supporting the provision of information for the examination of the 

accounts. 

I need here to make mention of the subscription rate. Careful consideration is always given to setting the 

subscription rate for the next financial year and as members will know that has been set again at £15. This 

represents excellent value for money bearing in mind that out of the subscription we pay the following 

fees: 

Third Age Trust affiliation fee  - £3.50 

Third Age Trust Matters Magazine (TAM) - £3.10 

Third Age Trust Beacon facility -  £1 

Total £7.60 

Amount available to Beeston U3A £7.40 

If you indicate to us that you are an income taxpayer we can reclaim an income tax refund on the 

subscription and on £15 this amounts to £3. In this way we received £1,631 from HMRC towards our 

income. 

The committee continues to promote membership of our U3A and in doing so wishes to maintain the 

subscription charge at its lowest level whilst providing the best facilities and arrangements we can. This is a 

matter we will be keeping a careful watch over in the coming months.  

In commending the accounts to you I would like to flag up with you that this is my penultimate report as 

your treasurer. I mention it now because I will be happy to discuss the work involved with anyone who 

may be interested in taking over this role next year. There is also the offer to attend a committee meeting 

to see what happens and perhaps to become a co- opted member.  

Malcolm Brookbanks 

Treasurer 

 

Appendix A – Copy of the Return sent to the Charity Commission (on the next page) 



 

Section A Receipts and payments
Unrestricted 

funds

Restricted 

funds

Endowment 

funds
Total funds Last year

 to the nearest      

£ 
to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £

A1 Receipts 

Group Accounts                                 -                     21,873                     21,873                    16,580 

 HMRC                        1,631                               -                                 -                          1,631                      2,269 

Miscellaneous                        1,571                               -                                 -                          1,571                         538 

 Social account                                 -                     17,712                               -                       17,712                    14,367 

Subscriptions                     14,779                               -                                 -                       14,779                    17,512 

Visitors                           139                               -                                 -                             139                         158 

                                 -                               -                                 -                                 -                               -   

                                 -                               -                                 -                                 -                               -   

Sub total (Gross income for 

AR) 
                    18,120                     39,585                               -                       57,705                    51,424 

A2 Asset and investment 

sales, (see table).

                                -                                 -                                 -                               -   

                                -                                 -                                 -                               -                                 - 

Sub total                                 -                                 -                                 -                               -                                 - 

Total receipts                18,120                39,585                        -                     57,705              51,424 

A3 Payments
Administration                        3,096                               -                                 -                          3,096                      2,899 

Affiliation Fees                        3,177                               -                                 -                          3,177                      2,797 

Equipment                           660                               -                                 -                             660                         885 

Expenses                        1,769                               -                                 -                          1,769                      1,743 

Group accounts                                 -                     20,186                               -                       20,186                    15,845 

Miscellaneous                           350                               -                                 -                             350                         301 

 Operating costs                        4,594                               -                                 -                          4,594                      4,831 

Social Account                        18,490                               -                       18,490                    14,262 

Third Age Matters Publication                        2,126                               -                                 -                          2,126                      1,600 

Sub total                     15,772                     38,676                               -                       54,448                    45,163 

A4 Asset and investment 

purchases, (see table)

                                -                                 -                                 -                               -   

                                -                                 -                                 -                               -   

Sub total                                 -                                 -                                 -                               -                                 - 

Total payments                15,772                38,676                        -                     54,448              45,163 

Net of receipts/(payments)                 2,348                    909                      -                   3,257                6,261 

A5 Transfers between funds                        -                      -                        -                                 -                       -   

A6 Cash funds last year end                 5,421                    840                      -                   6,261                     -   

Cash funds this year end                 7,769                 1,749                      -                   9,518                6,261 

Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period

Categories

Unrestricted 

funds 

Restricted 

funds 

Endowment 

funds 
to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

                          100                               -                               -   

                              -                                 -                               -   

                              -                                 -                               -   

                   100                      -                       -   

Agreement Error Agreement Error OK

Unrestricted 

funds 

Restricted 

funds 

Endowment 

funds 
to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

                       8,032                               -                               -   

                    12,774                               -                               -   

                              -                          4,454                             -   

                               6                               -                               -   

                              -                          2,251                             -   

                              -                                 -                               -   

Fund to which 

asset belongs
Cost (optional)

Current value 

(optional)

B3 Investment assets                               -                               -   

                              -                               -   

Fund to which 

asset belongs
Cost (optional)

Current value 

(optional)

B4 Assets retained for the 

charity’s own use

                              -                               -   

                              -                               -   

Fund to which 

liability relates

Amount due 

(optional)

When due 

(optional)

B5 Liabilities General                                8 

                              -   

Signed by one or two trustees on 

behalf of all the trustees 
Date of 

approval
Print NameSignature

CC16a

XT38222Beeston U3A

01.04.2019 31.03.2020

No (if any)Charity Name

Receipts and payments accounts
Period start date Period end date

To
For the period 

from

 Incidental costs for meeting 

Details

Details

 Pay Pal Account 

 Group Accounts 

 Petty cash B1 Cash funds

 HSBC Social Account 

Details

B2 Other monetary assets

 Details  

 Total cash funds  

(agree balances w ith receipts and payments 

account(s))

 HSBC Savings Account 

 HSBC Curent Account 

Details



Appendix B 

BEESTON U3A GENERAL FUND 

Summary of receipts and payments for the period 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020 

Receipts      

  2018 2019  Notes 

Associates  46   

HMRC Gift Aid 2269 1631   

Miscellaneous 538 1571   

Subscriptions 17512 5146   

Visitors  158 139.8   

Totals  20477 18120   

      

Payments      

Administration     

Beacon  404 938  1 

Copyright Licence 60 60  2 

Newsletter & Printing 1523 1354  3 

Stationery 913 744  4 

      

Affiliation fees 2797 3177  5 

      

Equipment 885 660  6 

      

Expenses      

EM Conference fees 380 420  7 

Expenses  59 52  8 

Training  1304 1297  9 

      

Miscellaneous 300 350  10 

      

Operating costs     

New Group start up grant 81 37  11 

Returned cheque 0 15  12 

Refreshments 817 911  13 

Room hire 2997 2746  14 

Speakers  869 685  15 

      

Third Age Publication 1600 216  16 

Totals      

      

Income over expenditure 5421 2548   

Float  200 100   

      
Bank account balance at 31 
March 2020 18232 20791   

Unpaid cheque 0 8   

Reserve within bank balance 5934 5934   

PayPal Balance 58 6   

PayPal charges 67 157   

Interest on No 2 account 10 15   
 



Notes on the general account 

The following list shows the sort of things which have been charged to the various items identified in the 

accounts.  

  1. Beacon Access 

  In 2017 we bought into the software for U3As known as ‘Beacon’ which enables us to    

  maintain members records more efficiently. There is annual fee for this service which, from  

  2019 is based on membership numbers.  

2. Copyright licence 

We pay a fee to be able to reproduce copyright material. 

3. Newsletter & Printing 

This heading is self-explanatory. 

4. Stationery 

Administration costs such as postage, paper and membership cards 

5. Affiliation Fees 

We pay a fee to the Third Age Trust based on the number of members in our U3A.    

There is also a small affiliation fee for our membership of the Notts Network of U3As 

6. Equipment 

In addition to support given to groups we have purchased a new printer for administrative purposes. 

7. East Midlands Conference Fees 

We met the cost of members attending the U3A Annual Conference at Nottingham Conference Centre. 

8. Expenses 

This budget head covers the travel costs of members of the committee who have attended national, regional 

and local events 

9. Training 

The cost of the annual event for volunteers is met here together with the event for group leaders. 

10. Miscellaneous 

Items which are non-recurring and therefore, do not have a separate column in the accounts, are charged here. 

This has covered such things as cards and presents 

11. New Group Start-Up Grant 

When a new group is set up the committee has agreed to meet the cost of room hire for the first meeting. 

12. Returned cheque 

Self-explanatory 

13. Refreshments 

Refreshments for open mornings, meetings and the new members coffee morning. 

14. Room hire 

Fees to use accommodation for our open meetings, for ad hoc meetings and for the Group Fair.  

15. Speakers 

Payments to our speakers at open mornings. 

16. Third Age Matters Publication 

This covers the cost of the national U3A magazine which members receive quarterly by post. 

Note: 

PayPal charges 
This on-line facility allows members to renew their subscriptions via our Pay Pal account. New members can also 
join on-line using the same facility. PayPal charge a small fee for processing the transactions and the total charge 
is shown in the accounts. 
 
 
 



Appendix C 
 

 


