
The Milkmaid by Johannes Vermeer c. 1658 – 1660. Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam 

 

Last year I visited Delft and fell in love with the place. The highlight was the visit to the 

Vermeer Centre, which has reproductions of all his paintings.  Sadly, Delft doesn’t have a 

single original, they are scattered in art galleries all over the world. However, there is a lot of 

information about his personal life as well as background to life in Delft at the time, his 

methods used in his paintings and many other interesting pieces of information. 

 

Vermeer painted many portraits, many of them of rich men and women in sumptuous clothes 

and surroundings. However, the one I like best is the one now called ‘The Milkmaid’. It was 

originally called ‘A Maid pouring Milk’ in the 1696 auction catalogue and being described as 

‘uytnemende goet’, meaning excellent. 

 

She is an ordinary working woman going about her daily tasks but is given centre stage and 

dignity by showing the careful pouring of the milk. As in many of his paintings, the light is 

coming from the window on the left and concentrates on her right hand, drawing our eyes to 

the subject. Vermeer’s use of colours is just as important in this simple subject by using the 

bright yellow of her bodice and in particular the use of ultramarine for the blue – the most 

expensive colour available at the time. Vermeer is also a master at painting the simple objects 

in the background, but in particular the bread on the table, which is also bathed in the light.   

 

What I like about Vermeer is that he has taken as much care in painting this portrait of a 

simple working woman as he did in painting the rich ladies of Delft.  

 

Chosen by Ingrid McIvor 

 

 
 

 



 

Hello Anne, I don’t know if you can transfer this to other members of the AHA group but my choice 
is  a painting done by Leonardo da Vinci during his first time in Milan, about 1480.It is “The Lady with 
the Ermine” ( now in Cracow)  
Many people have accepted that that it is of Ludovico Sforza ‘s mistress who would have been 17 at 
the time. 
I saw this painting when it came to London in an exhibition of some of Leonardo’s work that had been 
lent from all over the world. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:The_Lady_with_an_Ermine.jpg

