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1) Young Sick Bacchus- Caravaggio (1593)- chosen by Anne Pinnock 
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I suppose my sense of irony has guided my choice of this portrait. Michelangelo Merisi da 
Caravaggio often inserted his own self-likeness into paintings, whether they were for self-study 
or commissions. 
I really like his rich colours, dark shadows, passion and very dark sense of humour. 
Caravaggio himself was a controversial figure, known for his volatile lifestyle. He was a heavy 
drinker, womanizer and brawler, which resulted in him killing a man so that he had to live in 
exile due to the death sentence imposed for this.  
This self-portrait as Bacchus, the god of wine was painted after an illness which hospitalized 
him for six months. His skin shows the yellow hue of jaundice, with bluish lips. Differing 
opinions suggest these could be due to malaria, hepatitis or syphilis. The angle of the face, 
almost turned in pained plea, has been said to have been one of hiding suffering. In true 
Caravaggio form, the background is dark, leading the eye of the audience to the main focal 
point, with its interesting light play. This technique is called “Chiaroscuro”. 
Caravaggio is one of the true “bad boys of art”, who painted with great complexity and detail. 
It seems to be a particularly apt portrait to select, with the current focus on horrible infectious 
disease! 
Anne Pinnock 
 

2) Frida Kahlo Self Portrait- chosen by Sue Blackley 

 
 

 

www.kahlo.org/self-portrait-with-thorn-necklace-and-hummingbird/ 
 
My choice of portrait is a self -portrait by Frida Kahlo and the link is above. This link shows the 
portrait and gives information -Sue Blackley 
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My Several Times Great Grandmother (early 1800s)- chosen by Jane Smith 

I have something to offer at completely the other end of the artistic spectrum from the other selected 
portraits, if anyone would be interested in seeing it. 

  

  

 

  

It’s a portrait of my several-times-great grandmother when a child, which I believe dates from the early 
1800’s. Her married name was Frances Lowe. It’s an oil painting and I don’t know who the artist was but I 
find it a rather charmingly naïve and sweet picture. It had been passed down to my mother’s eldest sister 
and my eldest female cousin now has it.  I gather my aunt had it cut down to fit her wall better.... 

I have an old spoon, engraved with the initials FL, that must have belonged to her, which knocked around 
in the kitchen drawer all my life at my parents’ house. A little bit of family history which is perfect for eating 
a boiled egg!- Jane Smith 

  


