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1) Hilary Sutherland- The Kitchen Maid (Vermeer) 

 
My choice is a Vermeer, The Kitchen Maid 
 
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/the-milkmaid/9AHrwZ3Av6Zhjg?hl=en-
GB&ms=%7B%22x%22%3A0.5%2C%22y%22%3A0.5%2C%22B%22%3A8.76985516261536%2C%22z
%22%3A8.76985516261536%2C%22size%22%3A%7B%22width%22%3A1.9562184042899535%2C%2
2height%22%3A1.2375000000000005%7D%7D 
 
Like the portrait 'Sewing' it is a quiet moment in time, a maid going about her work carefully pouring milk 
from a jug into a bowl. The unhurried concentration on her face is perfectly captured by Vermeer. The 
detail of the basket hanging on the wall is almost photographic. The bread in my version of it is very 
tactile and makes you want to break it open and eat it with some butter and good cheese! I do wonder 
what the box on the floor is, a mousetrap? 
 

2) Jenny Timmins-Thomas Cromwell (Holbein) 
 
https://images.app.goo.gl/rawR7YRx6EEhET9K6 
Do you think this portrait of Thomas Cromwell by Holbein was used by his enemies to make him look like 
a thug instead of a brilliant politician? Things don’t change. 
 
 
 
3) Maggie Roberts- J.K. Rowling (Stuart Pearson Wright) 

 

I have been having a virtual wander around the National Portrait Gallery,  I was thinking I would 
suggest one of the Judy Dench portraits, but then I saw an intriguing painting of J K Rowling (of 
Harry Potter Fame), which I found  fascinating.  
 
Painted in 2005 by Stuart Pearson Wright it has an Alice in Wonderland feel - the proportions of 
the room around her being strange. It was based in her Scottish writing environment , but it 
looks strangely 3D and suggests illusions. It contains symbols like the three eggs on her plate for 
her three children. It is worth a look: 
 
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw75232/JK-Rowling 

 

NPG 6723; J.K. Rowling - Portrait - National 
Portrait Gallery 
J.K. Rowling. by Stuart Pearson Wright oil on board construction 
with coloured pencil on paper, 2005 38 1/4 in. x 28 3/8 in. (972 
mm x 720 mm) Commissioned as part of the First Prize, 2001 BP 
Portrait Award, 2005 
www.npg.org.uk 
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