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BEESTON 
 

Registered Charity No. 1152882 

NEWSLETTER – MARCH 2020 

Open Meetings 

2nd April 2020 Bill Raynor How to Spot a Serial Killer 

7th May 2020 AGM Entertainment by our U3A groups 

4th June 2020 Steve and Carol Robson 

Unsung Heroes 

Music and stories supported by projected visuals 
on the theme of “Unsung Heroes” 

2nd July 2020 Elizabeth Morton 

A Liverpool Girl 

Actress and author Elizabeth Morton talks about 
her novel “A Liverpool Girl” 

6th August 2020 Rachel Barrowcliffe 

Summer Gardens 

Professional gardener and advisor at Hodsock 
Priory will talk about Summer Gardens 

3rd September 
2020 Bill Pavlidis 

Constantine the Great and Helena 

The lives of the founders of Christianity and how 
they converted the entire Roman Empire 

1st October 2020 Group Fair 

Interest Groups showcasing what they 
have to offer 

Pearson Centre 10—11.30 

5th November 2020 Paul Stafford 

A Visit to North Korea 

The bizarre life, unique culture and amazing 
sights in this most secretive country 

3rd December 2020 Graham Keal 
Oprah Winfrey Touched My Elbow 

Ex-showbiz journalist tells all 

Our Open Meetings take place on the first Thursday of each month from 10.00 a.m. at 
Beeston Methodist Church, Chilwell Road, Beeston. 

We have a speaker each month who speaks for about 45 minutes from 10.45, following the notices. Refresh-
ments are available, but we like to reduce our use of plastic cups by asking members to bring their own mugs 
if possible.  If anyone has hearing difficulties, you are advised to sit downstairs or in the central area 
upstairs. 

Find out about what’s happening with Beeston U3A when you come along. All are made very welcome! 
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Chair’s Chatter 

It has been quite a busy few months since the December newsletter.  
We had an extremely successful wine tasting in December and our 
thanks must go to John and Adrian for running the tasting along with 
Elaine for organising the evening.   

We also had an excellent new event, Christmas Wreath making, where 
30 members enjoyed a great morning making wreaths from a huge range 
of foliage and Christmas decorations provided by and with the help and 
instruction of Rachel Barrowcliffe, gardening advisor to Hodsock Priory.  
Our thanks go to Sue for organising this event and we hope that we will 
be running it again next year. 

In January we had a very successful lunch where the new Group Facilitators’ Handbook was 
introduced to over 100 of our group facilitators.  Our thanks must go to Anne and Kathy for all the 
hard work they have put into rewriting the handbook, which was needed following a number of 
changes to how the trust is now run and also in the light of many new local committee decisions.  I 
would also like to thank the members who attended for the suggestions made about how to ensure 
that groups continue when there is a change of leadership and also for their suggestions as to how 
to make new members feel welcome at a group meeting.  These suggestions were collated by Sue and 
sent out to all our group facilitators. 

Looking towards the future there are some notable events coming up both at National and Network 
Level.  The National U3A day is set for Wednesday 3rd June and there will be several events 
happening around the country to raise the profile and celebrate the achievements of the U3A.  The 
East Midlands Regional Conference will be taking place on Tuesday 21st April at Eastwood Hall 
Conference Centre. The cost per member will be £15 which will include all refreshments and lunch 
along with two speakers and a choice of workshops.  If anyone is interested in attending or finding 
out more information, they should contact me at chair@beestonu3a.org.uk.  We are also having a 
Nottinghamshire Network Arts Festival in August 2020 where groups are invited to participate; 
further details will be made available soon. 

Finally, I mentioned in the last newsletter that it will be our 10th anniversary next June 2021 and 
we would like to mark the occasion with a celebration of some sort.  It seems a long time in advance 
of the date, but we are hoping that you may have some ideas as to what format this celebration 
should take.  If you have any ideas or suggestions, then please contact me at my chair@ email. 

Margot Gale 

Events 

Our next event is the Gin Tasting evening on 6th March. 

Just a few more tickets available to be purchased at the 

Open Meeting. 

Look out for our summer event which will be a Murder 

Mystery  on 18th July 2020. Watch the action unfold 

and guess “who dun it” with your team. 

Elaine Neville 

GIN TASTING 
Friday 6th March 2020 

7.00pm onwards 

The Resource Centre, Middle Street, Beeston 

Tickets £15 per person 

Light bites included in ticket price 

mailto:chair@beestonu3a.org.uk
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Reviews of the speakers at the monthly meetings: 

December –  Vince Eager – You’re Never Too Old to Rock and Roll 

In 1957 Vince Eager, a local lad, started his career in rock and roll, and he has certainly led a colourful life since 

then. He was introduced on the BBC TVs show “Six-Five Special” as “the one that didn’t make it”, as he was in the 

company of the most famous names of rock and roll throughout the 1950s 

and 60s, but was never quite so famous himself. 

He took us through his humble beginnings when he entered Skiffle 

competitions and was able to take a cut in the door takings and possibly the 

odd prize. When Tommy Steele’s manager took him on with his band, The 

Vagabonds, they got regular gigs in the clubs around London. This put him in 

contact with some of the stars of the 60’s: Danny La Rue, Ronnie Corbett and 

Barbara Windsor to name but a few. 

The ”MeToo” movement of recent years 

highlighted a situation that has been around for 

years:  young budding stars would be propositioned by the big stars with the promise 

of future big shows and resulting fame, and Vince managed to resist the advances of 

famous male stars in return for instant stardom. There was a series of big names that 

Vince dropped in to his talk, including Marty Wilde, John Barry, Billy Fury and Cliff 

Richard.  All perfectly nice people, but the big name that he reserved the most 

criticism for was Charlie Drake, who, it appears, was a thoroughly nasty man. 

After the clubs, Vince became a cruise director and travelled the world entertaining 

guests on cruise ships, visiting 120 countries along the way. 

He ended his talk on a bit of a cliff edge, so there is clearly a follow up talk which we may witness at some point in 

the future. Watch this space!  

Celia Billau 

January—Mike Storr—Masters of Mirth 

It might have been called “Masters of Mirth” but one of the mirth makers he 

talked about was in fact a “Mistress”. Mike explained how Music Halls grew 

up during the 19th century when singing was a popular activity in taverns, 

and rooms were set aside for singing and comedy. In the late 1800s there 

were 300 such Music Halls in London alone. 

 He then mentioned several Music Hall stars including Robb Wilton and Sir 

George Robey, who was knighted for services to comedy. Not many of us 

had heard of Marriott Edgar but we knew of humorous poems that he had 

written including “The Lion and Albert” which Mike recited for us. He also 

treated us to other monologues which showed his acting ability and was 

very convincing when he wore a bead necklace to recite poems by Pam Ayres, the 

one mistress of mirth! 

Lots of us were more familiar with Stanley Holloway, Sir Bernard Miles and Gerard 

Hoffnung. Mike’s talk was a great light hearted way to start the New Year, and he 

performed his impersonations with aplomb, using hats to change his persona. 

Anne Allery 
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February—Philip Caine—Barrow to Baghdad and Back 

It sounded like a travelogue, but it was actually the story of Philip’s break-neck speed travels during his life, and 

how he ended up as an author, selling his books on his public speaking engagements. After 45 minutes of 

fascinating tales, the predicaments that he found himself in and his humorous telling of his life story, we were all 

quite exhausted just listening to it. 

So, the ship-yards of Barrow didn’t quite appeal, and a career 

as a chef in the catering and hospitality industry began. Philip 

worked across the country in all the best hotels and became a 

hotel manager. He then went on to become a chef on a North 

Sea oil rig and worked for 17 years bobbing up and down on 

the North Sea. The oil and gas industry offered some 

interesting locations: in a desert in Algeria, a jungle in Nigeria 

and out on the frozen steppes in Kazakhstan. A chance 

meeting with a “manager” who turned out to be a KGB man 

led to an opportunity to invest in a large night club, but when 

the ripples from the collapse of Enron hit, the future looked 

bleak. But you can’t keep a hard-working adventurer down, 

and the opportunity came in Baghdad to accommodate US 

troops, and this experience went on for 7 years, dodging the 

bullets and bombs. 

The international experiences led to becoming a writer of novels with the Middle East as a backdrop, and judging 

by the number of titles currently available, they are coming thick and fast!  Having spent a lifetime travelling the 

world and working away, at least Philip is working back at home now, although his public speaking is taking him all 

over the country. 

Celia Billau 

Open to U3A members across the East Midlands 

The University of Leicester would like to invite U3A members to a free 
evening of neuroscience talks and demonstrations on Wednesday, 18th 
March 2020. 
  
Brain Awareness Week (BAW) is the global campaign to increase public 
awareness of the progress and benefits of brain research. The University 
of Leicester are delighted to partner with the DANA Foundation to cele-
brate Brain Awareness Week.  Please see our website for further details - 
https://www.le.ac.uk/baw 
  
This free event is open to anyone who wants to know more about how 
the brain works and ongoing research into neuroscience, biology, ge-
netics, health sciences, medicine and psychology. 
  
Along with presentations there will be live demonstrations on many as-
pects of neuroscience research, including vision, taste, attention and 
movement, and the opportunity to meet junior and senior researchers. 
  
This event will be held in the George Davies Centre on Lancaster Road 
and doors open at 5.30pm.  
  
If you’re interested in attending, please contact Mrs Michelle Bingham, 
Research Administrator at  University of Leicester, email 
mlb43@leicester.ac.uk and let her know how many would like to attend. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.le.ac.uk%2Fbaw&data=01%7C01%7Cjean.hogg%40u3a.org.uk%7C8eab316a8a684218485108d79ac5b034%7C8ba44ae7c27743f69ffd1eeac5a8c804%7C0&sdata=5gvvY0pgun8JMc8Ev%2FjFDheEEsdZkBCMlbd%2Fm28P5O4%3D&reser
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This is your committee 

Celia Billau – Communications Officer 

I went along to my first new members’ coffee morning 

in September 2016 and somehow Margot talked me 

into volunteering for something to help out. Next thing 

I knew Marie Potts was stepping back from her 

Communications Officer role and I gradually slipped 

into her place.  

I was in Management Training before I gradually wound 

down towards retirement, and so doing presentations, 

organising and using IT was my “thing”.  When Beacon 

was first introduced as the electronic database which 

would support us with the admin work of a fast-growing organisation, I was interested to get on board from the 

start. I helped to set up the system, and got the online payments up and running through Paypal. I’m pleased to 

see it’s working very nicely now – mostly! 

In between doing my U3A duties, I love to walk the dog and enjoy walking in Derbyshire with the Long Walks 

group.  I attend a weekly women’s choir and I’ll be on stage next July in the musical Rent. I’m also in an AmDram 

group locally so I’m either on stage or backstage at the Duchess theatre in Long Eaton three times a year. Look out 

for me doing the Murder Mystery evening coming up in July! 

Alison Wilson – Membership Secretary 

I retired in 2015 and joined Beeston U3A soon after.  

My working life had been in health visiting, mostly in 

Nottingham City’s most deprived areas, through to the 

last 10 years in management. By the time I stopped 

work I’d had enough of responsibility, stress, and other 

four-letter words. Despite this, within weeks I found 

myself taking on the shared lead of a new book group – 

and have never looked back!  

Last spring, my husband gained approval to study for a 

PhD at Nottingham University, involving some minimal 

attendance requirement. When Margot suggested that 

I might like to follow in her footsteps as membership secretary it made sense to do it now, while he is studying. It’s 

a role that suits me. I’m happy on a committee, like to be people facing, am reasonably organised and have gained 

enough IT knowledge over the years from my IT professional husband to be comfortable with it. The U3A’s Beacon 

system is very user friendly and makes the job of working with a large membership so much simpler.  

Away from U3A we have a motorhome that is reluctant to go anywhere other than France. Planning our trips away 

in the motorhome now involves juggling university diary dates, my groups and membership work, as well as the 

occasional trips to meet up with our children, who are both living in Singapore!   

Succession Planning 

At our AGM in May, we will see four of our long-standing committee members standing down, and we are 

therefore ensuring new members joining the committee will be prepared to take over the jobs.  If you feel you 

have some skills that could be useful and you would like to be part of our committee, please just get in touch with 

Margot Gale, our current Chair to make your interest known. All our contact details are on the back page. 
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 East Midlands Regional Conference 

Making a Difference 

Eastwood Hall Conference Centre Mansfield Rd Eastwood NG16 3SS 

Tuesday 21st April 

Speakers 

Prof Chris French: The psychology of False memory  

Sam Mauger: CEO of the Third Age Trust 

Plus break out groups 

Cost including refreshments and Lunch £15 

For further information contact 

Margot Gale at chair@beestonu3a.org.uk 

An organisation the size of Beeston U3A with some 950 members (and rising) needs a force of volunteers to make 

sure everything runs well.  Our interest group leaders do an amazing job keeping their interest groups lively and 

entertaining and they are the main stay of what a U3A is all about. However, there is another group of unsung 

heroes who make our Open Meetings run smoothly. How else would you get yourself a hot drink? Who greets 

members as they walk in? Who looks after the visitors and new members when they arrive? Who puts all the signs 

out and who puts the tables out and back again? 

Some 50 people, volunteers all, attended a thank you cream tea at The Flour Brewer on 27th November, where 

everyone was able to socialise and enjoy their scones and tea, all properly served in china cups. Now, do you put 

the cream on first or the jam?  

Christmas Wreath Making 

An event which was run for the first time in December, 

and it may well be repeated again later this year due to 

its success. 

In readiness for Christmas, 30 members attended the 

Christmas wreath making morning, with all the foliage 

and materials supplied. The session was led by Rachel 

Barrowcliffe, gardening advisor to Hodsock Priory.  Well 

done to Sue Blackley for organising the event.  

Stay informed 

This Newsletter is produced 4 times a year but sometimes news items are sent to members in between in the form 

of a Bulletin, and we also have a Facebook group. Make sure we have your correct email address. If you don’t re-

ceive emails please let us know! Please email Celia on communications@beestonu3a.org.uk to update your details. 

mailto:chair@beestonu3a.org.uk
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And the winner is… 

The winner of the 2019 short story writing competition was Peter Hilton 
with his uplifting story called “An Act of God” and the prize of £25 was 
presented to him at our December Open Meeting by local poet Becky Cullen. 

The Writing for Pleasure group have established a web site 
(www.beestonwriting.com) and the full version of the winning story is 
published on that. The following appears on the web site: 

“For the last three years Peter’s stories have made it to the final judging, so 
we are all delighted, that this year, he has won it outright.  Peter’s stories are 
beautifully written and always show the goodness in people and their actions.  Despite this year’s theme of “The 
Seven Deadly Sins”, Peter managed to capture a story with a decent person at its heart. 

The two runners up were John Gallagher with “One Man’s Meat” and Frances Nugent with “A Time Before 
Google”.  Congratulations to them as well. 

Trips and Excursions 

Warwick Castle — Wednesday 22nd April 2020 

Visit to one of the most impressive castles in England, with over 1000 

years of history, and if you’re feeling really brave, a visit to the dungeons  

as well. (Some steep tight staircases) 

Departing at 9.30 from Lace Road, Beeston and 9.45 Derby Road opposite Bramcote Leisue 

Centre 

Cost is £31.50  per person for Coach and Castle only; £34.00 to include Dungeons 

Contact Lucy Beardsley by email lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk or see her at the Open Meetings 

Please note: deposits are non-refundable unless the place is taken by another member. 

Membership Renewals 

We’re just coming into the  busiest time  of the year for the membership  secretary – membership renewals! I’m 

glad that I’ve had the rest of the year to learn the ropes, and to get to know the amazing volunteers who man the 

registration desks each month. It’s enabled us to work together to make some small changes, changes we hope will 

improve the processes for them, yourselves, and me. 

We hope that renewing online will become the norm for those who can, but for those who prefer to renew in per-

son (at the Open Meeting, in the Epworth Room) or by post, these methods are still an option.  Printed member-

ship cards are available for collection at the Open Meetings in the hall.  Please don’t delay, renew  today! 

We have now produced an information sheet about Gift Aid, which is on the website under the heading  of 

‘Membership’. It is applicable to anyone who pays income tax. Please take the time to refresh yourselves about it, 

as it is an important source of income for Beeston U3A. If you renew online there is a prompt giving you the chance 

to review your current status regarding Gift Aid. If you don’t renew online, and are uncertain as to whether or not 

you are signed up to it, or your circumstances have changed, please contact me. 

Alison Wilson—Membership Secretary 

http://www.beestonwriting.com
mailto:lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk
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Discounts and benefits for U3A members  (updated February 2020) 

THANK YOU! 

I have seen the following discounts and benefits for U3A members advertised recently: 

Broadway Cinema - 50p discount for U3A members for Silver Screen tickets, on production of a valid 

membership card. 

Cotswold Outdoor - 10% discount for U3A members on full price items 

Fred Olsen Cruises - 10% membership discount (on top of any other offers) on your first sailing with 

them; 5% in addition to 5% Loyalty Club discount for existing customers. 

Magic Mountain – Local Outdoor clothing factory shop, (Sprayway, Trekmates etc), Vernon Avenue 

Beeston. 25% discount for U3A members when spending over £10 

Revitalise Respite Holidays - 10% discount for U3A (use code 3A182) 

Riviera travel -10% of the final holiday cost will be donated to your local U3A. Please nominate your U3A 

when you phone Riviera to book. 

Viking Cruises - 5% extra discount for U3A members, friends and family, on all Viking Cruises booked via 

Northumbria Travel 

If anyone knows of any other discounts/benefits, do let me know, and I will add them to the list. Also, please let 

me know if you find that any of these discounts have now been withdrawn. 

 Anne Pinnock 

Recycling 

As many of you know as a U3A we look for opportunities to support recycling in its many varied 

ways, such as asking members to bring their own cups to meetings and supporting the Third Age 

Matters to send their magazine in recyclable material by making a small additional payment. 

We would also like to extend this by encouraging our members to support the Methodist 

Church’s various recycling schemes which are listed below:- 

Tassimo coffee pods and Kenco Eco Refill Packs 

Biscuit, cracker and cake flexible wrappers (not cardboard or boxes) 

Hair care plastic lids from shampoo/conditioner/hairspray (no bottles) 

Flexible plastic sachets 

Plastic pumps 

Skin care packaging 

Used postage stamps, just cut out the stamp leaving approx. 1cm of envelope around the 

stamp. 

Used ink cartridges 

Further information about all the above can be seen at the collection points in the church. 

Many thanks for your support 

Margot 
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Groups Co-ordinators’ news 

As Joint Groups Coordinators, we are available in the foyer at monthly open meetings, near the entrance to the 

church. 

Please come to see us to obtain information on any Beeston U3A interest group. New members are especially 

welcome there as a quiet place to discuss groups that the U3A can offer. 

Anne Pinnock and Kathy Shipway 

Queries about Interest Groups 

If you email to groups@beestonu3a.org.uk, this gets through directly to 

Anne and Kathy, the Groups Co-ordinators.  

Please remember to make it clear in your email, which group your query 

relates to. 

Groups News—New Proposed Groups 

We are hoping to start a range of new groups during the next few months: 

Crosswords 

Do you like doing crosswords? 

Synonyms, cryptic, skeleton etc.  

Would you like to get together to solve crosswords and improve your 

skills? 

If so, the new group that we aim to start soon could be perfect for you. 

Just a couple more expressions of interest needed to make this group viable. 

Please email Groups@beestonu3a.org.uk    if you think you may be interested. 

Long Walks 2 

Our first Long Walks Group is now oversubscribed and a waiting list has been started. We hope to start a second 
group in the spring, with hopes of better weather on the horizon. If you think you may enjoy a monthly walk of 8-
10 miles, please contact groups@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Model Railways 

We have a small, committed group interested in starting this up. If you think you may like to join them, please 
email groups@beestonu3a.org.uk. 

Other Suggested Groups 

Walking with Dogs; Cribbage; Running/jogging; Beading; Extra-long walks; “Saving the Planet” and Cycling have 

all been suggested as possible future groups, but more expressions of interest are needed before we can make 

plans for them to go ahead. 

If any of these appeal to you, please register your interest by emailing Groups@beestonu3a.org.uk. Do bear in 
mind that there are as yet no leaders in place for these suggested new groups. 

If you have any other ideas for possible new groups, do let us know. 

Anne Pinnock and Kathy Shipway (Joint Groups Co-ordinators) 

Anne Pinnock 

Kathy Shipway 

mailto:groups@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:Groups@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:groups@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:groups@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:Groups@beestonu3a.org.uk
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News from the groups: 

American History 

December— In keeping with Christmas traditions, we had a quiz and a fuddle which made for a 

sociable and relaxed session. The quiz was all about American History to see who’d been paying 

attention. The prizes were awarded at the end to the winning team, slightly downgraded due to 

a doggy mishap with the boxes of Matchmakers which I clumsily left within doggy reach. 

January—Richard gave us a highly informative talk on the American Constitution.  Not as dry as one might think, as 

this has seen many repercussions through the years, when the articles and amendments have been questioned. 

February—The talk this month was about the Americans love affair with the gun. Starting with the Second 

Amendment and the right to bear arms, we saw how the words of the amendment had been warped to suit 

political will, and the statistics which bear out the consequences of this “love affair”. 

If you wish to join the group, please email Celia on communications@beestonu3a.org.uk  

Celia Billau  

Art Gallery Visits 

Japanese Ghosts and Demons 

Our first AGV of 2020 took us to the Far East and into the mythical world of Japanese Ghosts and 

Demons. 

These splendid wood block prints on display at the Derby Museum and Art Gallery were part of a touring exhibition 

from the Ashmolean in Oxford and focused on the works of two master wood block artists of the 19th century 

Utagawa Kuniyoshi and Tsukioka Yoshitoshi. 

Known as ukiyo-e prints the highly coloured and detailed works were 

based primarily on Japanese myths and legends -  ghouls and 

monsters, skeletons and skulls, murder and intrigue and certainly not 

for the faint hearted. 

But, on closer examination - the skill, the artistry, the painstaking 

layering of individual colours to complete each print you realised what 

exquisite works of art were before you. 

Alongside Ghosts and Demons was a second exhibition called 

Powerful Nature: inspiring Japanese Art and Culture.  These exhibits were taken from Derby's own collection of 

Japanese prints and watercolours  - and here was the soothing contrast to the Ghosts and Demons. 

Carp floating in ponds, cranes, ducks, cherry blossom - soothing, simple, transient and utterly beautiful. 

Our thanks to the Derby Museum staff and especially to Matt for an excellent guided talk. 

Future 2020 AGV's will include exhibitions at Nottingham Contemporary,  the Djanogly Gallery and visits further 

afield 

Nadya and Barbara 

mailto:communications@beestonu3a.org.uk
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Art History and Appreciation 

There was no AHA meeting in December as our dates coincide with Christmas, so  we celebrated in 

November with our Christmas Art History Quiz devised by Janet Hunt.  This was followed by some 

delicious refreshments provided by members  in both morning and afternoon sessions!  A good time was had by 

all!  

We met again in January and were delighted by an influx of new members, with over 30 attending each session. 

We have a full programme of talks and interactive sessions planned for the whole of 2020 and even stretching into 

2021! 

Our first meeting of the year was a presentation by Julia Powell,  “The Life and Work of Dame Laura Knight (1877-

1970)”  Although Laura is really our most famous local artist, born in Long Eaton, and yet many of us knew very 

little about her.   Julia’s excellent talk was a real eye-opener about this very talented woman who, after humble 

beginnings, went on to be a pioneer for women in the largely male dominated art world.  A prime example of this 

being that women artists were not allowed to paint female nude models and had to work from plaster casts—a 

barrier which Laura eventually broke through by painting herself painting a nude model, with both the painting and 

the model featuring in the work. 

She and her husband Harold travelled extensively: Staithes, Cornwall, Holland and also to  Baltimore  where she 

became involved with the Civil Rights Movement.  Laura painted  a wide variety of subjects, and even toured with 

Bertram Mills circus for a year. 

In 1946 she was asked to paint the Nuremberg War Trials which 

was a harrowing experience. Many of her paintings are in the 

Imperial War Museum including those of  factory workers and 

servicemen and women. 

After the war, she became involved in a variety of art projects  – 

designing for Cadburys & other firms including Cunard, designing 

ceramics for Clarice Cliff, some based on her love of the circus.  

She received many accolades throughout her life and lived to the 

age of 92, dying just three days before the opening of an 

exhibition at Nottingham Art Gallery. We can see her name 

commemorated daily on one of the NET trams, along with other famous sons and daughters of the city! 

Thank you Julia for a fascinating presentation! 

Janet Hunt  

Cinema Visits 

This group runs parallel to the Cinema and Film Group. We attend a Silver Screening  at 

13.30 on a Thursday at the Broadway Cinema once a month. 

Buy your tickets in advance from the Broadway Cinema website or on the door.  Sometimes 

Silver Screenings are very popular and are sold out in advance. Remember to claim the U3A 

discount, and you can claim a discount on parking in the Lace Market car park if you get your ticket validated by the 

cinema. 

Let us know you are coming so that we can look out for you after the film.  We usually meet in the Lord Roberts 

pub afterwards to discuss the film. 

For any further information please contact:   Alice on alicekirwan@gmail.com  or Mike on mikkyquinn@gmail.com  

Alice Kirwan and Mike Quinn 

mailto:alicekirwan@gmail.com
mailto:mikkyquinn@gmail.com
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History 

Our Christmas Fuddle was enjoyed by all – the talk on Christmas Customs went well as did the quiz and 

the M&S sandwiches were so good we’ll need more next year! Our January talk, by Peter Lee, was on 

Mansa Musa, the 14th C Emperor of Mali and probably the “richest man who ever lived”! It was a real eye-opener 

with ill-fated voyages of discovery, deadly intrigues and enormous wealth and made me realise yet again how igno-

rant I am of African history! In February we shall be learning about “Conscientious Objectors of WWII” from Marga-

ret Christopolous, and in March our topics are “The anti-slavery movement in Georgian Birmingham” by Nicki Ayres 

followed by Ron Jones on “The Potsdam Agreement”. 

In March we’re planning a visit to Nottingham University Archives and in June our annual outing in June will be to 

Moseley Old Hall – so lots to look forward to! 

Judith Foxon 

Family History / Genealogy 

In November we held a World War I forum, when four group members presented about their 

research.  Paulene began with her work to find out more about her grandfather, who had been 

born in Derby.  She provided some valuable notes on the sources available to investigate people 

in the war. 

Mike A. followed with a talk about Alfred Miller, who was conscripted and killed in action in 1918.  He was also able 

to ascertain why others in his family did not meet the criteria for being called up. 

Dave gave a presentation about the boys’ brigade in Beeston, with reference to Hetley Pearson, whose cap is pre-

served at the Pearson Centre as a memorial.  42 members of the boys’ brigade were killed in the war. 

Last, Mike J. talked about David Garnett, who was a pacifist.  He was closely involved with the Bloomsbury set and 

ended up working on a farm near Eastbourne. 

December saw our Christmas light lunch. This was preceded by a presentation by Chris on the family history of 

Sherlock Holmes, including the possibility that Sherlock was named after two Nottinghamshire cricketers, and the 

finding that some parents with the surname Holmes called their son Sherlock (and, in one case, Mycroft as well). 

In January we began with a GroupChat session, where members exchanged news, findings and queries; we also 

discussed possible future speakers. Then there was a presentation by Dave with a different World War I perspec-

tive, and a short session by Chris on finding pre-1837 baptisms and marriages. 

Chris O’Brien 

Exploring Wisdom/Spirituality Group 

Are you interested in topics like happiness versus pleasure, what is love? Dealing with fears, 

forgiving is not forgetting, can I be happier? Pain or suffering? Boosting self-worth. 

If you are intrigued, then come along to this group where we will be discussing these topics over 

the coming months, on the third Tuesday of each month at 10.30 – 12.00.  You don’t need to be an expert, just 

willing to share your own experiences.  There are no right answers, just a deeper understanding. 

Next meeting Tuesday March 17th at 10.30 am. 

For more information contact Richard Eddleston on 07980 631 311 or email: riedd@btinternet.com 

Richard Eddleston 
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International Folk dance – SALI Dancers Beeston style 

SALI dancers – International Folk dancing with lots of smiles and laughter. 

The group is flourishing with a good number attending each 2nd and 4th Tuesday morning. We 

have enjoyed some new dances including one from the Netherlands which is jolly. We have also 

revived a couple from when the group started – was it 8 years ago? We still like the Israeli with 

the lyrical music and enjoy dances from Romania, Bulgaria, Mexico, France, Russia, and Israel to 

name but a few. We are happy to welcome new members as the church hall on Foster Ave is 

fairly large so we do not have to restrict access. Come and see what we do. 

No meeting on 14th April due to Easter Tuesday. 

 

Gill Morral 

March 10th 24th 10.30 – 11.30 

April  28th only 10.30 – 11.30 

May 12th 26th 10.30 – 11.30 

Lunch Club 1 

We have had a successful year having visited a variety of restaurants and enjoyed 
good company and good food. 
We ended 2019 with a very enjoyable Christmas lunch at Trent Lock Golf Club which 
was attended by 36 members. This was made even more festive with the super raffle 
which has been organised by Sheila Bates for several years now, and assisted by other 
members to make  the whole occasion very enjoyable. 
2020 has got off to a good start: we welcomed some new members and look forward to getting to know them. We  
hope they enjoy being part of the lunch group. 
We sometimes struggle to find new venues which are either local or easily accessed by public transport. 
Unfortunately, many of our popular choices have closed over the last year or so. We do try to vary the venues 
which is not always easy but we do find that often the social interaction is just as important as the lunch.  

Shirley and Glenis 

Knitting, Crochet and Natter Group 

This is a social group for anyone interested  in knitting or crocheting whether  experienced  or 

absolute  beginners.   We meet twice a month:- 

The 1st  Tuesday  and the 3rd  Thursday at 2 - 4p.m. in the Pearson  Centre, 2 Nuart  Road, 

Beeston  NG9 2NH. You can attend on  either day or both. 

We sit in a social circle where members  can observe  each other working whilst 

having a like-minded chat. Some members have met at other Beeston U3A groups.  

Just bring along your current project or any knitting or crocheting you may have not 

worked on for some time and you may get the inspiration to finish it. 

I have books and information on the subjects plus yarn, knitting needles and crochet 

hooks for members to borrow if they need to.  You can make anything from a granny 

square to an Aran coat—the choice is yours!  Some members are knitting /

crocheting  for charity. 

Tea, coffee & biscuits are available.  

Please contact Sheila if you require more information.  Email:  sheilaschierbaum@btinternet.com 

Sheila Schierbaum  
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Walks (Long) 

November and December were not good months to end the 2019 walking year as both walks 
had to be cancelled. In November this was due to severe flooding and bad weather in the 
Derwent valley. In December it was just a bad weather forecast. 

In January 2020, Anne and Paul lead 19 of us on a 13km (8 mile) walk around Whatstandwell. This was a second 
attempt at the route originally planned for November 2019. Once again, the weather was not good as we were 
subjected to a windy day with a number of drizzly showers. However, as the previous two long walks had been 
cancelled, we decided to brave the elements. Starting at a layby near Whatstandwell Station, we crossed the A6 to 
join the canal towpath and walked northwards 
beyond the station to cross over the canal and 
into Oxhay Wood. Through the wood and then 
open fields we climbed steadily up to 
Wakebridge and skirted around Cliff Quarry to 
have a short coffee stop near to the Crich 
Memorial. Although it was a murky day, it was 
sufficiently clear to see that there would be 
fine views in good weather. We continued 
through Crich village to reach the Tors and 
then to descend through Crich Chase to regain 
the canal towpath for the return to the layby. 
The firm towpath was a relief after the very 
muddy descent through Crich Chase. A handy 
puddle just before the canal was useful for us 
to wash the mud from our boots! Not the most pleasant of days but everyone put on a brave face and got the best 
out of it and at least we did not have to cancel three consecutive walks. 

This year (2020), after discussions with Alan’s Medium Walks group, we decided to have separate January walks 
and separate post-Christmas group meals. The Long Walks group meal on the 22nd of January at the Victoria Inn 
Beeston was attended by 15 members. Judging by the comments and the raucous laughter, everyone seemed to 
enjoy the occasion. 

Mike Allery 

Writing for Pleasure 

2019 finished on a high for the members of the group.  Once again, we had run a successful 
short story writing competition.  This year the topic was "The Seven Deadly Sins" which 
sounded straight-forward but turned out to be problematic.  For a start, what are the seven 
deadly sins and how do they differ from the Ten Commandments?  Are they the same as the 
capital sins or even the cardinal sins?  This caused much discussion but, in the end, we agreed 
on a specific list.   

The entries we received were extremely varied in their approach to the subject.  Some concentrated on one sin 
alone whilst others attempted to show as many as possible to reflect the world in which we live.  The outstanding 
winning story  was written by Peter Hilton and was called "An Act of God".  In his story a vicar comes across a 
winning lottery ticket.  Should his church benefit from it or should he try to find its owner?  To read the ending and 
the whole story then please go to our website beestonwriting.com.  Also on the same site are the two runners-up:  
John Gallagher with "One Man's Meat" and Frances Nugent's "A Time before Google".  Do read them as they are all 
most enjoyable and show excellent writing skills. 

Our final judge this year was Becky Cullen whom we thank so much for her adjudication.  Becky is a local poet and 
has worked with the group in previous years.  Becky is returning in March to work with us again on poetry as, this 
year, we have decided to have a break from short stories and to write for an evening of poetry. 

Finally, we would all like to wish Alison the very best with the second writing group which has now been launched 
at Beeston U3A.  To distinguish themselves from "Writing For Pleasure" they are calling themselves "the Scribblers" 
but, hopefully, in future you will see us sharing the same website.  Good Luck to you all! 

Helen Stewart 
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Indoor Games  

Bridge 

We play friendly Rubber Bridge - ACOL system.  

We welcome all levels of Bridge players except complete 
beginners.  It is quite different to many Bridge clubs in 
that we do talk to each other about the game, discussing 
different bidding techniques or how we could have 
bid!!  - always in the friendliest manner and with no 
blame attached. If you enjoy bridge and want to improve 
and to meet similar minded Bridge players do please 
come and join us. Weekly attendance is not essential, 
just join us on the days you are free.  We look forward to 
welcoming new members and if you would like further 
information, please contact me either by phone or email. 
0115 9283707 hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk 

Pauline Bright 

Canasta 

Canasta is an extension of Rummy whereby the 
emphasis lies on scoring seven card Canastas (eg seven 
kings make a Canasta). 

We play a very popular, larger version of Canasta called 
“Hand and Foot”, where players aim to collect four 
specified different Canastas during play. 

 Generally, group members play in groups of four, in 
partnership with the person opposite. 

We meet on a Thursday morning on the 2nd, 4th and 
5th Thursdays basis between 9.30 and 12.00 at the BMC. 
Whether a beginner or improver, if you are interested in 
joining, please contact me by phone or email. 

paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk 

Paul Pinnock 

Chess 

This is a new group and therefore the format will develop 
as new members join and the level of ability and desire 
to develop the skill of playing chess can be ascertained. A 
complicated game which can be enjoyed at any level, 
although it is best to compete against someone with 
similar skills to oneself. 

Please contact Neil by emailing 

neil_sheffield@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Neil Sheffield 

 

Mah-jong 

 Mah-jong is a very entertaining Chinese game 

played by 4 players.  Beginners are welcome. The game 
has similarities to Gin Rummy but played with tiles.  
Learners can sit and watch initially, but nothing beats 
“having a go”. 

We have a mixture of abilities in the Group including a 
good number who had never played before the Group 
was set up. 

Contact Eleanor Hickie 0115 9701747  
e.hickie852@btinternet.com   
 

Eleanor Hickie 

Rummikub 

We continue to meet on the second Monday of the 
month at 1.45pm and the fourth Tuesday at 2pm. Several 
members arrive at 1.30 to help set up the tables.  We are 
a friendly and well attended Group.  The game is fun and 
very easy to learn.  New members are always welcome. 

0115 9257836 or pautill3@gmail.com 
Pauline Tilley 

Scrabble 

The Scrabble Group meets fortnightly on 1st  

and 3 rd Tuesday at 2 pm in the Epworth room at the 
Beeston Methodist Church.  We are a friendly Group and 
would love to have more players. Depending on 
numbers, we divide into groups of 2, 3, or 4 players.  
Learners are helped, and play against less accomplished 
players.  We usually manage 2 or 3 games with an 
interval for refreshments. 

If you are interested contact me by email 

Mark Lymbery mark.twitchell@virginmedia.com 

Mark Lymbery 

Whist 
The classic trick-taking card game, usually played in a 
group of 4 people. We play progressive whist and 
welcome all newcomers. 

We meet on the second Friday each month from 10.00 to 
12.00 in the Wesley room at the church. 

Please contact Barbara Rawlinson by email 
b.rawlinson1@ntlworld.com 

Barbara Rawlinson 

Quiz 

There is a fun quiz which takes place on the 3rd Friday of 
each month at 10.30 am at the Blue Bell at 
Attenborough.  It consists of 40 general knowledge 
questions, and it is intended to be enjoyable and fun. 
Small groups aim to compete and there are small token 
prizes to be won.  Come and join us.  You will be most 
welcome. Just drop in.  
 

Tony Truman 

mailto:hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:e.hickie852@btinternet.com
mailto:pautill3@gmail.com
mailto:b.rawlinson1@ntlworld.com
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BEESTON U3A GROUPS LIST 

Group Leader Email and telephone Meetings held Venue 

Ambling 
Glenis Fisher 0115 8752336  
glenis.fisher@yahoo.com 

1st and 3rd Wednesday in 
the month 

Various Venues 

American History 
Celia Billau 
communica-
tions@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Monthly Every 2nd Tues-
day 2.30 – 4.00 

Pearson Centre 

Architecture 
Mike Norman 
Mike.norman2507@gmail.com 

Monthly 1st Tuesday 
10.00 – 12.00 

Pearson Centre 

Art Gallery Visits 

Barbara Johnson 07973 338217 
Barbara.e.johnson@btinternet.com 
Nadya Lancaster 
Nadya.lancaster@btopenworld.com 

Monthly 3rd Thursday 
2.00pm 

Local gallery visits each month 
except August and December 

Art History and Ap-
preciation (2 groups) 

Anne Pinnock 
groups@beestonu3a.org.uk 
Frances Nugent 
Frances.nugent@btinternet.com 

Monthly 4th Tuesday 
10.30 – 12.00 OR 1.30 – 
3.00 

Guild Room, Beeston Method-
ist Church 

Backgammon 
Brendan Breen 

Brendan.breen5@virginmedia.com 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
2.00 – 4.00 

The Star Inn Beeston 

Badminton 
Anne and John Dubbury 
01159 226470 
johndubbury@btinternet.com 

Every Wednesday 10.30 – 
11.30 

Pearson Centre 

Beeston Real Ale 
Group BRAG 

Peter Lee 
peter.lee@ntlworld.com 

4th Wednesday of each 
month 

Various Venues 

Birdwatching 
Peter Sadler 
Psadler197@gmail.com 

The second week of the 
month (the day is varia-
ble) 

Various Venues 

Book Group 1 
Angie Rosser 
angierosser35@gmail.com 

Monthly 2nd Tuesday 
Wesley Room, Beeston Meth-
odist Church, 

Book Group 2 
Between the Covers 

Elaine Neville  01159 289146 
eneville1@hotmail.co.uk 

3rd Monday of each 
month 1.30 

Pearson Centre 

Book Group 3 
(Murder) 

Helen Stewart 
Helen.stewart1@btinternet.com 

1st Wednesday of the 
month 1.30 

Crown Inn 

Book group 4 Read-
ers Rendezvous 

Alison Wilson 
membership@beestonu3a.org.uk 

3rd Thursday of the 
month 2.00 – 3.00 

Beeston Library, upstairs room 

Book Group 5 The 
Fifth Chapter 

Ginny Lawes 07968 721 487 
ginny.psych@ntlworld.com 

Every 2nd Wednesday of 
the Month 10.00 – 12.00 

Star Inn Beeston 

Bowls 
Peter Noon 01159 288131 
peternoon70@gmail.com 

A 4 week course of tui-
tion. Individuals may con-
tinue independently 

Nottingham Indoor Bowls Club 

Bridge 
Pauline Bright 0115 9283707 
hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk 

Weekly Monday. 2.00pm- 
4.00pm. 

Guild Room, Beeston Method-
ist Church 

Buddies 
Ivor Case 
case@onetel.com 

Monthly, Last Friday at 
10.30am EXCEPT August 
and Dec 

Corn Mill, Chilwell 

Calligraphy 
Jenny Caseldine 
Eecas67@gmail.com 

Fortnightly on Tuesday 
2.00 – 4.00 

Conservative Club 

mailto:Frances.nugent@btinternet.com
mailto:johndubbury@btinternet.com
mailto:peter.lee@ntlworld.com
mailto:angierosser35@gmail.com
mailto:Helen.stewart1@btinternet.com
mailto:ginny.psych@ntlworld.com
mailto:peternoon70@gmail.com
mailto:hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk
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Canasta 
Paul Pinnock 
Paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk 

2nd, 4th and 5th (if any) 
Thursday of the month 
9.30 – 12.00 

Guild Room, Beeston Methodist 
Church 

Card Making 
Shirley Pyke 
Spyke9399@gmail.com 

3rd Monday 10.45 – 
12.45 

Tesco Community Room, Toton 

Chess 
Neil Sheffield 
neil_sheffield@yahoo.co.uk 

2nd and 4th Thur 10.00 The Flour Brewer, Chilwell Road 

Cinema and Film 
Alan Windsor 01159 221976 
alanwindsor@ntlworld.com 

Last Tuesday of the 
Month 10.30 

Middle Street Resource Centre 

Cinema Visits Group 

Alice Kirwan 
alicekirwan@gmail.com 
Michael Quinn mik-
kyquinn@gmail.com 

Attend the Silver Screen-
ings each month (as ad-
vised) 

Broadway Cinema 

Craft 
Gill Farmer 
gill12.farmer@outlook.com 

Monthly 4th Thursday. 
1.30pm-4.00pm. 

Guild Room, Beeston Methodist 
Church 

Exploring Wisdom 
Richard Eddleston 0115 9252586 
riedd@btinternet.com 

Monthly 3rd Tuesday. 
Wesley Room, Beeston Methodist 
Church, 

Family History/
Genealogy 

Christopher O'Brien 01159 221481 
Contact.cob.uk@gmail.com 

Monthly 3rd Wednes-
day. 10.00 – 12.00 

Guild Room, Beeston Methodist 
Church 

French Conversation 
(not for beginners) 

Ivan Jones 
hemingtondla@aol.com 

2nd and 4th Mondays of 
the month 9.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston Methodist 
Church, 

Fresh Flowers 
Maureen Moffatt 0115 9483318 
mo.moffatt@gmail.com 

Various Member's Home 

Garden Visits 
Sandra Banks 01159 285031 
sandy.banks@talktalk.net 

2nd Wednesday of the 
month 10.00 

Guild Room, Beeston Methodist 
Church and Visits 

German Conversation 
Rosie McCoy 
rosiemccoy55@yahoo.co.uk 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
the month 10.00 – 11.00 

Epworth Room, Beeston Method-
ist Church 

German for Begin-
ners 

Sue Blackley 
vicechair@beestonu3a.org.uk 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
the month 10.00 – 11.00 

The Youth Room, Beeston Meth-
odist Church, 

History 
Ron Jones 0115 9258093 
ronhjones@outlook.com 

Monthly. 2nd Friday 
10.00 

Pearson Centre 

International Dance 
Linda Selby 
glenisselby@hotmail.com 

Monthly 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays 10.30 – 11.30 

Church Of The Assumption, 
Church Hall 

Italian 
Brendan Murphy 01159 252558 
brendanmurphy1000@gmail.com 

1st & 3rd Fridays 9.30 – 
11.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston Methodist 
Church, 

Jazz Appreciation 
Sue Pringle 
Sue.pringle@sky.com 

2nd Wednesday of the 
Month 1.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston Methodist 
Church, 

Knitting And Crochet 
Group 

Sheila Schierbaum 0115 9497433 
sheilaschierbaum@btinternet.com 

Twice monthly 1st Tues 
and 3rd Thursday 2.00 – 
4.00 

Pearson Centre 

Latin 1 (Beginners) 
Brendan Murphy 01159 252558 
brendanmurphy1000@gmail.com 

2nd and 4th Fridays of 
the month 9.30 – 11.00 

Youth Room, Beeston Methodist 
Church, 

Latin 2 
Lindsay Litton 01159 259413 
Lindsaylitton5@gmail.com 

3rd Wednesday 9.45 – 
11.15 

Main Church, Beeston Methodist 
Church 

mailto:alanwindsor@ntlworld.com
mailto:alicekirwan@gmail.com
mailto:mikkyquinn@gmail.com
mailto:mikkyquinn@gmail.com
mailto:riedd@btinternet.com
mailto:hemingtondla@aol.com
mailto:sandy.banks@talktalk.net
mailto:rosiemccoy55@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rosiemccoy55@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ronhjones@outlook.com
mailto:brendanmurphy1000@gmail.com
mailto:Sue.pringle@sky.com
mailto:brendanmurphy1000@gmail.com
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Lunch Group 1 

Glenis Fisher  0115 8752336 
glenis.fisher@yahoo.com 
Shirley Cooper 0115 9170715 
shirley.cooper@ntlworld.com 

Monthly in the last week 
of the month, varying day 

Various Venues 

Lunch Group 2 
“Two Lunch” 

Peter Lyons  0115 9165802 
peterlyons7@ntlworld.com 
 Pamela Bayley 
Pamela.bayley247@gmail.com 

Monthly in the third week 
of the month, varying day 

Various Venues 

Mah-Jong 
Eleanor Hickie 01159 701747 
e.hickie852@btinternet.com 

1st and 3rd Wednesday in 
the month 2.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Music Appreciation 
Roger Coombes 

roger.coombes@gmail.com 

3rd Thursday of the 
month 10.00 – 11.30 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Patchwork & 
Quilting 

Mary Norris 
marynorris75@hotmail.co.uk 
 Elaine Neville eneville1@hotmail.co.uk 

2nd Monday Each Month 
10.00 – 12.00 

Pearson Centre 

Philosophy and Reli-
gion 

David Smith 
Dave.smith31@virginmedia.com 

1st Monday of the month 
10.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Photography 
Joan Shelton joanhshelton@yahoo.co.uk 
Adrian Shipway arshipway@yahoo.co.uk 

4th Wednesday of the 
month 10.00 

Indoor meetings in 
Beeston Library 
Various Venues 

Play Reading 
Celia Billau 
communications@beestonu3a.org.uk 

3rd Friday of the month 
2.00 – 4.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Poetry Appreciation 
Joan Whiting 01159 226975 
joan.whiting@ntlworld.com 

3rd Tuesday of the month 
1.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Practical Art 
Celia Scottow 
cmhscottow@gmail.com 

1st and 3rd Thursday of the 
month 

Conservative Club, Station 
Road Beeston 

Practical Gardening 
Janet Riley 
Janet.riley@ntlworld.com 

1st Tuesday in the month 
10.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Psychology and 
Sociology 

Carol Philip carolephilip@hotmail.co.uk 
Duncan Leadbetter duncanlead-
better1944@gmail.com 

4th Monday of the month 
10.30-12.30 

Pearson Centre 

Quiz 
Tony Truman 
janettruman@gmail.com 

3rd Friday of the month 
10.30 

Blue Bell, Attenborough 

Recorders 
Kathryn Coupland 
kcBeacon@hotmail.com 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays in 
the month 2.00-3.00 

Epworth Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Rummikub 
Pauline Tilley 01159 257836 
pautill3@gmail.com 

2nd Monday 1.45 and 4th 
Tuesday 2.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Science 
Brian Tuck 0115 9287302 
briantuck@btinternet.com 
Bill Pavlidis bill.pavlidis60@gmail.com 

1st Wednesday of the 
month, except July and 
August 10.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Scottish Country 
Dancing 

Sue Morrison 0115 9164691 
sue.morrison2@ntlworld.com 

2nd, 3rd and 5th (if any) 
Thursdays of the month 

Church Hall, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Scrabble 
Mark Lymbery 
Mark.twitchell@virginmedia.com 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Scribblers 
Alison Wilson 
membership@beestonu3a.org.uk 

3rd Thursday 2.00 
Epworth Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Shakespeare Group 
Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock 
Eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com 

4th Monday of each 
Month 1.30 

Epworth Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

mailto:glenis.fisher@yahoo.com
mailto:shirley.cooper@ntlworld.com
mailto:peterlyons7@ntlworld.com
mailto:Pamela.bayley247@gmail.com
mailto:e.hickie852@btinternet.com
mailto:marynorris75@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:eneville1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Dave.smith31@virginmedia.com
mailto:joan.whiting@ntlworld.com
mailto:cmhscottow@gmail.com
mailto:Janet.riley@ntlworld.com
mailto:pautill3@gmail.com
mailto:briantuck@btinternet.com
mailto:bill.pavlidis60@gmail.com
mailto:sue.morrison2@ntlworld.com
mailto:Mark.twitchell@virginmedia.com
mailto:Eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com
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Singing For Fun 
Margaret Johnson 
Beestonu3a.funsinging@gmail.com 

4th Thursday of the 
month 10.00 – 11.30 

Main Hall, Beeston Method-
ist Church 

Spanish Conversation 
Irene Brown 01159 815658 
irenenbrown28@gmail.com 

2nd and 4th Mondays of 
the month 11.00 – 12.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Strollers 
Tony and Janet Truman 
Ttruman2003@yahoo.co.uk 

3rd Monday of each 
month 

Various Venues 

Table Tennis 1 
Sheila Vellacott 0779 2159075 
sheilavellacott@hotmail.com 

Every Monday in term 
time 10.00-11.00 

Pearson Centre 

Table Tennis 2 
Kathryn Deane 0115 9222926 
kcadeane@hotmail.co.uk 

Every Monday in term 
time 11.00-12.10 

Pearson Centre 

Table Tennis 3 

Kathryn Deane 0115 9222926 
kcadeane@hotmail.co.uk 
Ian Plumb 
ianplumb@hotmail.co.uk 

Every Thursday in term 
time 10.00-11.00 

Pearson Centre 

Table Tennis 4 
Ian Plumb 
ianplumb@hotmail.co.uk 

Every Friday in term 
time 10.30 – 11.30 

Pearson Centre 

Table Tennis 5 
Julie Beeson 
beeson.julie@yahoo.co.uk 

Every Thursday in term 
time 11.10 – 12.10 

Pearson Centre 

Theatre Outings 
Evelyn Gurd 01159 281983 
evegurd@yahoo.com 

1st Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 

Guild Room, Beeston Meth-
odist Church 

Ukulele Group 2 
Intermediate 

Lynn Goulding 
lgoulding@live.co.uk 

2nd and 4th Wednesday 
10.00 – 12.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Ukulele 1 “Strummers” 
Gillian Francis 
Gill.m.francis@gmail.com 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 
2.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Understanding the Land-
scape 

Richard Dinsdale 
Dinsdale1@ntlworld.com 

4th Tuesday of the 
month at 10.00 to 11.30 

Beeston Library, upstairs 
room 

Walks (Long) 
Michael Allery 
mushnpuss@gmail.com 

Once a month, about 
the second week in the 
month. 

Various Venues 

Walks (Medium) Group 
1 

Alan Bailey 0115 9164574 
Alanbailey55@icloud.com 

Last 2 weeks of the 
month, Tue, Wed or 
Thur 

Various Venues 

Walks (Medium) Group 
2 

Naomi Milner 
Andrewmilner01@gmail.com 

3rd or 4th week each 
month. Day of the week 
varies 

Various Venues 

Walks (Medium) Group 
3 

Shirley Pyke 
Spyke9399@gmail.com 

1st or 2nd week in each 
month 

Various Venues 

Walks (Short) 
Stephen Horner 
Shorner98@sky.com 

Second week in each 
month, day varies 

Various Venues 

What the Papers Say 
Mike Norman 
Mike.norman2507@gmail.com 

3rd Friday of the month 
2.00 

Beeston Library, upstairs 
room 

Whist 
Barbara Rawlinson 
b.rawlinson1@ntlworld.com 

2nd Friday of the month 
10.00 – 12.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

mailto:irenenbrown28@gmail.com
mailto:Ttruman2003@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:kcadeane@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ianplumb@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ianplumb@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:evegurd@yahoo.com
mailto:lgoulding@live.co.uk
mailto:Gill.m.francis@gmail.com
mailto:Dinsdale1@ntlworld.com
mailto:mushnpuss@gmail.com
mailto:Alanbailey55@icloud.com
mailto:Spyke9399@gmail.com
mailto:Shorner98@sky.com
mailto:b.rawlinson1@ntlworld.com
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Members are encouraged to contact leaders for up-to-date information.  Please be aware that members participate in all 
group activities entirely at their own risk. 
We are now able to offer about 80 groups, and additional new groups are just starting up which will probably need sup-
porting. Where the group is full and unable to take new members, a second (or even fifth!) group may start up to accommo-
date new members. 
Group Co-ordinators: Anne Pinnock and Kathy Shipway email groups@beestonu3a.org.uk 
If anyone is aware of any errors in this list, please let either Anne or Kathy know so that the list can be corrected 
and updated. 

Beeston U3A Committee—Contact details 

NAME POSITION EMAIL ADDRESS 

Margot Gale Chair chair@beestonu3a.org.uk  

Sue Blackley Vice Chair / Speaker Seeker vicechair@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Anne Pinnock Joint Group Coordinator / Welfare 
Officer 

groups@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Kathy Shipway Joint Group Coordinator groups@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Malcolm Brookbanks Treasurer treasurer@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Richard Eddleston Business Secretary riedd@btinternet.com 

Lucy Beardsley Outings Organiser lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk 

Alison Wilson Membership Secretary membership@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Celia Billau Communications Officer communications@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Steve Austin Website/Publicity  Stephen.austin@ntlworld.com 

Jo Muxlow Social Fund Treasurer jomuxlow@virginmedia.com 

Elaine Neville Events Organiser eneville1@hotmail.co.uk 

We now have three new co-opted committee members: Ivan Jones, Steve Caunt and Sue Pringle. 

Wine Appreciation 1 
John Scottow 0115 8759524 
j.l.scottow@gmail.com 

1st Thursday of each 
month 2.00 

Pearson Centre 

Wine Appreciation 2 
Adrian Shipway 
arshipway@yahoo.co.uk 

2nd Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 

Victory Club 

Wine Appreciation 3 
John Scottow 0115 8759524 
j.l.scottow@gmail.com 

3rd Thursday 2.00 Pearson Centre 

Wine Appreciation 4 
Adrian Shipway 
arshipway@yahoo.co.uk 

1st Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 

Pearson Centre 

Writing For Pleasure 
Helen Stewart 
Helen.stewart1@btinternet.com 

1st and 2nd Wednesday  
10.00 – 12.00 

Tesco Community Room 

Yoga 
Kathryn Coupland 
KCBeacon@hotmail.com 

This group is full 
Church Hall, Beeston Method-
ist Church 

Yoga - self help 
Kathy Shipway 
groups@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Wednesday mornings 
Epworth Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

mailto:groups@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:chair@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:j.l.scottow@gmail.com
mailto:arshipway@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:j.l.scottow@gmail.com
mailto:arshipway@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:KCBeacon@hotmail.com
mailto:groups@beestonu3a.org.uk

