
MINUTES OF THE 8TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BEESTON U3A HELD 

ON THURSDAY 2ND MAY 2019 AT BEESTON METHODIST CHURCH 

 

1 Apologies: A. Pinnock and K. Williams. 

2 Welcome by the Chair: The Chair Sue Blackley welcomed the members 

to the meeting which was quorate. 

• Presentations were made to Karen and Mel who are very helpful 

BMC staff in recognition of the valuable help and support they both 

have given us during the past year. 

• Sue introduced the committee to the members. 

3 The Minutes AGM 2018: 

• The minutes for the AGM of 2018 were taken as read and Anne 

Allery proposed and Hazel Brooke seconded the approval of the 

minutes. 

4 Chairman’s Report given by Sue Blackley: 

• This was a full and detailed report of the U3A year 2018-19 and can 

be read on the Beeston U3A website and will appear in the June 

newsletter. 

5 Treasures Report: 

• Before presenting his report Malcolm asked for a round of applause 

for Sue as a show of appreciation for all her hard work as chair. 

Malcolm reported that the accounts as circulated now have been certified 

as an accurate record by our independent auditor Eric Burdett. Thanks 

were expressed to Eric for his work in this connection. 

This year for the first time details of our accounts will have to be supplied 

to the Charity Commissioners and will include not only the general 

accounts but also the social and group accounts. 

• Malcolm explained how the planned reduction of the “reserve” which 

was mentioned last year had been achieved. 

• He reported on the PayPal account which had been opened which 

allows online payments and this had been highly successful and the 

committee will be looking at introducing bank and credit card paying 

facilities. 

• Malcolm pointed out that we have had to pay a fee for using the 

Third Age Trusts on line administration system “Beacon”.  

• We have also had to pay an administration charge to PayPal for 

every transaction made on the system but it is very small. 
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• Expenditure on equipment has covered payments for items for a 

number of groups as well as laptop facilities and a new printer. 

• We also have to pay Google for sending bulk emails. 

• New group start up grants pay for the initial meetings when a new 

group is set up and when a group is looking to re-establish itself 

under new leadership arrangements. 

• Malcolm thanked Jo Muxlow for her continued work on managing the 

social account which handles the monies for the various trips and 

events that are such a welcome feature of our U3A. 

• The accounts were approved by Mike Johnson and seconded by 

Haydn Boothroyd. 

6 To Appoint an Independent Examiner for 2019-20: 

• The independent examiner will be Eric Burdett.  Proposed by 

Malcolm Brookbanks and seconded by Valerie Sabin. 

7 Election to Vacant Committee Post: 

• Chair Margot Gale – proposed by Helen Hubert and seconded by 

Patrick Riley. 

• Vice Chair Sue Blackley – proposed by Jill Mead and seconded by 

Jean Harris. 

• Treasurer Malcolm Brookbanks – proposed by Valerie Sabin and 

seconded by Joan Whiting. 

• Secretary Richard Eddleston – proposed by David Smith and 

seconded by Ann Hart. 

• Communications Celia Billau – proposed by David Coy and seconded 

by John Bate. 

• Social Treasurer Jo Muxlow – proposed by Sandra Banks and 

seconded by Georgina Lyons. 

• Joint Groups Co-ordinator: Kathy Shipway - proposed by Margaret 

Burdett and seconded by Keith Rossin. 

• Joint Groups Co-ordinator Anne Pinnock – proposed by Margaret 

Freeman and seconded by C. S. Beckett. 

• Membership Secretary Alison Wilson – proposed by Helen Hubert 

and seconded by Janet Riley. 

• Event’s Organiser – Elaine Neville proposed by Shirley Pike and 

seconded by Alison Wilson. 

These were passed unanimously. 
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8 Adoption of a New Constitution: Richard Eddleston. 

The present constitution is now no longer fit for purpose and so the Third 

Age Trust nationally with the Charity Commission has worked out a new 

constitution. Richard explained that it simply builds upon the constitution 

we already have but does so in more depth and attempts to cover any 

legal loopholes. 

However, there are some significant changes to alert you to: 

• The whole of the committee will be up for election every year. 

• Once a person has been on the committee for six successive years, 

they will have to take a year off. 

• Nobody is able to be on the committee for more than nine years in 

total. 

• We are able to have three co-opted members on the committee. 

We have three years to bring these changes in gradually to avoid any 

disruptive effects. 

This was passed unanimously. 

9 Other Notified Business: none. 

10 Presentations: 

• Bouquets of flowers were given to the resigning committee 

members 

• Chris Chater 

• Janis Patterson 

• Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock 

• Also to Sue Blackley to show the appreciation of the committee and 

membership for all her hard work in helping Beeston U3A to forge 

ahead.  

11 Close of the Meeting: - 11.08am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………….. Dated………………………………………. 


