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BEESTON 

   
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE    

Registered Charity No. 1152882 

 

Open Meetings 
4th April 2019 

Robert Williams 
William Shakespeare: His Life and 

His Plays 

2nd May 2019 AGM Anne Allery – A Passage to India 

6th June 2019 Graham Hayes Titanic: The Ship That Never Sank 

 

 
 

Our Open Meetings take place on the first Thursday of each month from 10.00 

a.m. at Chilwell Road Methodist Church, Chilwell Road, Beeston. 
We have a speaker each month who speaks for about 50 minutes from 10.45 following the 

notices. Refreshments are available, but we like to reduce our use of plastic cups by asking 

members to bring their own mugs if possible. There is a new members’ welcome corner, 

community information points and the chance to meet and discuss groups and events. 

New Members Coffee Morning 

On the second Thursday each month, new members are invited to enjoy a drink at the White 

Lion, Middle Street, Beeston at 10.30. A chance to meet and talk with other new members and 

committee members in calmer surroundings.  
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Chair’s Chatter 

Somewhat belatedly a very Happy New Year to 
you all. I hope 2019 is happy and healthy. 

As many of you will know Margot and I have been 
part of the Notts support group responsible for 
setting up Wollaton U3A. The group is now up and running and the 
Inaugural Meeting, attended by well over 200 people, was very successful. 
They are meeting at 10am on the 4th Tuesday of the month in St Leonards 
Community Centre. The steering committee has worked very hard to reach 
this point and Mike Johnson is the Chair. We look forward to supporting 
and working with them, but they will not be part of our cluster for at least 
a year so if you want to attend their groups you will need to join Wollaton 
as well as Beeston. 

Many thanks to all the group leaders who attended the meeting/lunch on 
January 18th. We had a full agenda including a presentation on Beacon 
given by Celia Billau. We hope that eventually all our group leaders will 
use this system including the ledger. This is definitely the way forward 
and certainly makes life easier once people are used to it. Please remember 
that help is always at hand if you don’t understand how to set it up or 
experience any difficulty.  

On the subject of Beacon thanks to the members who have renewed their 
membership online. We hope you found the instructions easy to follow. 
Again, I think this is the way forward as our membership continues to 
grow making the administration of renewals a bigger job each year.  

Sue Blackley 

 
Reviews of speakers at the monthly meetings: 

December Christmas meeting - What a talented lot we are!   

To begin with there was coffee and cakes for those who wanted and then we got down to business. 

Our Christmas celebration started with the announcement of the winner of the Short Story 

Competition.  This year there were 23 entries so to reduce them to a short list of three was no mean 

task.  Claire Harvey, a local author of historical fiction, had 

been invited to make the final decision.  She told us briefly 

about the three finalists and explained that the theme this year 

had been ‘Rain’.  She was intrigued to see how variously the 

theme had been interpreted and also made some comments of 

her own about the subject. She was impressed by some 
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phrases to suggest that she may ‘borrow’ them for future use.  Our winner 

was Sue Daley for her story entitled ‘An Invisible Hand’.  Congratulations 

Sue!  

The serious business disposed of it was time for the fun.  Our first performers 

were the combined Singing for Fun Group and the Ukulele Players.  A quick 

head count showed 14 players and a choir of around 40 (some were multi 

tasking!).  They opened the 

proceedings with a jolly 

rendition of ‘Frosty the 

Snowman’ other Christmas favourites followed 

including different settings of ‘While Shepherds 

watched’ and ‘Oh, holy night’. A rousing chorus of 

‘Merry Christmas everyone’ concluded their 

contribution. 

The Play Readers followed with what could be described as a homage to the late Victoria Wood. They 

performed a short selection of some of her sketches.  We sympathised with Dottie’s ‘groin strain’, 

were probably glad we did not patronise Victoria’s supermarket, ‘Young Love’ raised some wry 

chuckles, ‘Cosmetic Surgery’ and ‘Skin Care’ reminded us of the ridiculous lengths some people make 

to try to defeat the onset of age.  The final piece, ‘Groupies’ made me hope that one cannot be sued 

for an impersonation – and as for the sexy underwear, words fail me!! 

 

Last year we were entertained by a Barber Shop Group, this year we had invited the Attenborough 

Handbell Ringers to our party.  It is amazing what a variety of sizes these bells come in.  Some were 

so small they could be hidden in a closed fist and made a gentle tinkle, others looked quite heavy and 

obviously made more sonorous sounds.  It seems that the group started some years ago and 

obviously the personnel has changed over that time, 

but the original husband and wife team are still there.  

All power to their elbow.  

It is good to see that so many people are willing to give 

their time and energy for the entertainment of us all 

but, as we are reminded regularly, that is what the U3A 

is all about.  Happy Christmas everyone!  
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January - David Skillen:  Fifty Years in Fifty Minutes - The American Civil War 

We are all aware of the American Civil War, we know that ‘John Brown’s 

body lies a-mouldering in his grave and his truth goes marching on’ but it 

was fascinating to be told about this conflict by someone with expert 

knowledge and much enthusiasm.  

I think I went to the bus station humming the Battle Hymn of the Republic!  

David Skillen, for one hour, allowed us to share his passion for one of the 

most important events in American history. For several years he has visited 

the States and toured the various battle sites.  From what he said and the 

slides he showed it would appear that the American people take more 

pride in their history than we do (it could be said , of course, that our 

history is a lot longer!). Their battle sites are beautifully preserved; I don’t imagine they would find an 

important body buried in a carpark! 

He had photos and information about battles we have all heard about. It was interesting to hear that 

a lot of information has been amassed from letters that were written home by soldiers involved in the 

conflict.  It is possible that it was the first conflict in  history where the army on both sides has a degree 

of literacy.  What would our opinions of the Wars of the Roses be for example if we had this wonderful 

source of information?  

The forces of the south were numerically superior and in theory could have defeated the north but the 

north had a general who had more knowledge of military strategy than his southern counterparts and 

he realised that weight of numbers could be defeated by strategy. By blockading the south he starved 

it of essential supplies; this coupled with the two decisive Battles of Bull Run, which effectively split 

the country geographically, contributed to the eventual victory of the north. 

Other factors introduced during this war also had deciding impacts. Up until this time firing any form 

of gun was a bit ‘hit and miss’ to put it mildly but a Frenchman introduced rifling into gun barrels so 

that the weapon could be aimed more precisely and also enabled the bullet to travel much farther.  

Also at this time neither side had any form of field medical care.  If you were injured your chances were 

not good – if the wound did not kill you the resulting infection probably would!  Women in various 

parts of the country began to set up stations where the wounded could be treated and their legacy 

remains. 

David introduced many famous names into his talk.  I began to feel sympathy for any American 

schoolchild trying to sort out who was who in this important conflict – it might be easier if it is part of 

your heritage. His comprehensive knowledge was impressive but a diagram or slide of ‘Who was Who’ 

would have been helpful.  

For those of us whose knowledge of this conflict is limited to ‘Gone with the Wind’ (film or book) this 

was an eye opener particularly that the conflict was not on the moral grounds of the rights and wrongs 

of slavery but on the economic grounds of cotton production. Sam Slater a UK emigrant who had 

worked for Arkwright in the English cotton mills, introduced the cotton gin which sped up the 

processing of the processing of the raw cotton and which threatened to revolutionize the whole 

industry. 

A thought provoking ‘take’ on the American civil war and one to make us ponder. 

Rosemary Pickering 
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February – Robert Mee – History Along the Erewash Valley Trail 

We probably thought we knew all these places along the 

Erewash Valley Trail, but it turns out there is a vast amount 

of history associated with the villages and features along 

the route. The tour started off in the Langley basin, where 

the Erewash canal once connected with the Nottingham 

and Cromford canals, with the Erewash being the first to be 

opened in 1779. Some sections of these canals have since 

been filled in, and of course, the collieries and industries 

have long since closed, making the scenery much changed 

from how it once was. We all knew Digby Colliery…well, only 

because the site is now home to Ikea! 

Awsworth village seems largely unchanged from years ago, and Cossall village was used as a location 

for the filming of D H Lawrence’s The Rainbow. Trowell was selected as a “typical English village” mixing 

rural and industrial use, for the celebration of the Festival of Britain in 1951. There’s a well-known pub 

and a memorial to mark the occasion. 

Many famous people were born in the area: Sir John Borlace Warren, Arthur Mee and Frederick 

Attenborough (father of Richard and David) were born in Stapleford.  Historical connections were many 

and varied covering the Chilwell factory explosion, the Hemlock Stone and the Druid connection, Long 

Eaton and Sandiacre with their mills and factories, often converted to posh flats now. Shipley and the 

listed buildings around the canal, and then back to the Langley basin where the 30 mile trail ends. 

The talk was illustrated with many photos, some 

of the present day and some featuring buildings 

that once stood there, or bridges and viaducts 

that still remain to this day.  A fascinating 

whistle-stop tour of the area, with some very 

interesting historical links, which makes us 

realise what an interesting place we live in.  

Celia Billau 

National U3A newsletter 

If you go on the national 

U3A web site you can sign 

up for a monthly 

newsletter. This can be 

very informative and 

provides links to a number 

of resources. 

https://www.u3a.org.uk/ 
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In case you were wondering… 

The 70’s Disco which was planned for 16th March has been 

cancelled due to a shortage of ticket sales.  And yet the 60’s 

disco was a real hit with members.  What does this say about our 

membership? 

 

Are you getting your emails? 
 
Please remember to inform either Margot Gale (Membership Secretary) or Celia 
Billau (Communications Officer) if you change any of your personal details.  As 
more and more group leaders are moving towards using Beacon to email 
members of their groups, we keep the one and only official record of members’ 
details on Beacon, and we need your help in keeping it as up to date as possible. 
 

 

Welfare Officer 

Just a reminder that Beeston U3A has a Welfare Officer who is also a member of  the 

committee. My name is Anne Pinnock. My aim is to be a point of contact so that any U3A 

member can raise issues connected to welfare and accessibility, in order to increase 

involvement and enjoyment. This includes supporting members with hearing impairments, 

visual impairments and mobility issues, both at monthly open meetings, as well as being 

able to access the interest groups they wish to join.  A small budget is available to assist in 

meeting these needs, and an application form to request funding is available on the 

Beeston U3A website. 

Beeston U3A has formulated policies to help ensure we keep accessibility and individual 

needs high priority, and always welcome anyone with additional needs. We aim to do 

whatever we reasonably can to help every Beeston U3A member get the most out of their 

U3A. These policies are all on our website. National U3A also has a team to advise on 

accessibility called “U3A plus”. Details are available on their website. 

However, we can only help if we know about any  issues that are causing problems. Please 

do contact me if you, or any member you know has a suggestion about how we can 

improve things. Do contact me at anne.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk.  I am often a “Meeter and 

Greeter” at monthly open meetings, if you would prefer to chat in person. 

Anne Pinnock 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:anne.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk
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Discounts and benefits for U3A members 
This is my latest information on discounts and benefits available to U3A members. Thank you to 

those of you who have kept me up to date: 

• Cotswold Outdoor- 10% discount for U3A members (excluding sale items). 

• Fred Olsen Cruises- 10%  membership discount (on top of any other offers) on your first 

sailing with them; 5% in addition to 5% Loyalty Club discount for existing customers. 

• Revitalise Respite Holidays- 10% discount for U3A (use code 3A182) 

• Magic Mountain – Outdoor clothing factory shop, (Sprayway, Trekmates etc), Vernon 

Avenue Beeston. 25% discount for U3A members when spending over £10. 

• Broadway Cinema- 50p discount for U3A members for Silver Screen tickets. 

• Riviera travel-10% of the final holiday cost will be donated to your nominated local U3A. 

If anyone knows of any other discounts/benefits,  (or finds that any of the above information has 

changed) do let me know, and I will edit the list. 

Anne Pinnock 

 

Please note: The trip to Valkenburg, Netherlands 25th to 29th November 2019 has now 

been cancelled due to lack of support. 

 

Visit to Coventry 25th April 2019 
Cost £13.50 per person 

Travel to the Cathedral City of Coventry. Free time in Coventry to explore the treasures of 

the city. Places of interest: Coventry Cathedral, Coventry Transport Museum, Herbert Art 

Gallery, Holy Trinity Church, St. Mary’s Guildhall.  Just off the Cathedral Quarter are The 

Weaver’s House, an original weaver’s cottage; St John the Baptist Church – Coventry’s 

medieval gem and Coventry Watch Museum. 

 

Nottingham River Cruise 
Cost £28 per person 

Afternoon tea included (waiter service). Sample menu: Selection of freshly made sandwiches 

with salad garnish and crisps. Warm scones, clotted cream and jam. Tea and coffee. 

Vegetarian options available on request. 

Early booking required in order to retain boat booking. 

 

Please see Lucy Beardsley and Breda Cooper at the Open Meetings to collect booking 

forms and make payments. Email Lucy lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

 

mailto:lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk
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We have a wide range of groups and activities of all types – all run by the members, for 
the members. All came about because someone suggested it, and a small group of like-
minded people met up and decided they would make it work. 
 
The following suggestions for new groups have been made. Please bear in mind that 
there are no facilitators/leaders for these groups yet: 
 
Backgammon – is one of the oldest known board games, and it’s payed by two players. 
 
Calligraphy – is a visual art related to writing 
 
Chess – is a two player strategy board game 
 
Up-words – is a board game like scrabble, the point of difference is that letters can be 
stacked on top of other letters already on the board to create new words 
 
Croquet – is a sport that can be played indoor and outdoor and can be played in many 
different forms. The game is played by two sides. One has the black and blue balls and 
the other has the red and yellow balls. 
 
 
If you are interested, please contact Chris Chater. Email: Groups@beestonu3a.org.uk 
 

See the groups list at the back for details of all of our groups and the contact person.  
Please let them know if you would like to come along so they know to expect you. 
 
Chris Chater – Groups Co-ordinator 
 

 

A little aside – in Comic Sans 

My dog once ate a whole set of scrabble letters.  For days he kept leaving 

little messages around the house. 

Helvetica and Times New Roman walked into a bar. “Get out of here!” shouts 

the bartender. “We don’t serve your type in here!” 

Did you hear about the mathematician who’s afraid of negative numbers?  He’ll 

stop at nothing to avoid them. 

I invented a new word - “Plagiarism” 

What’s the best thing about Switzerland?  I don’t know, but the flag is a big 

plus. 

I got my daughter a fridge for her birthday. I can’t wait to see her face light 

up when she opens it. 
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News from the groups: 

 

American History 

December – we had a talk from David Coy all about The Dust Bowl which was the 
devastating drought and wind which affected a number of southern states during the 
1930s leading to the loss of agricultural land and dust piling up on to houses and cars. Woody 
Guthrie songs linked to the Dust Bowl accompanied the talk. 

January – and the subject was The First Settlers which took us back to the 1400’s and the 
European explorers who happened upon this great continent in their search for a passage to the 
far East. Richard Taylor presented the first part of two talks which will cover the period during 
which the first migrant arrived and settled in America. 

February - there is no chronological sequence here, as we move back to 1929 and the Wall Street 
Crash which occurred in the New York stock exchange. Mike Norman gave us an interesting talk 
about the run up to the crash and the aftermath. How disappointing that the lessons weren’t 
learnt in 2008! 

If you wish to join the group, please email Celia on communications@beestonu3a.org.uk  

Celia Billau 

 

Art Gallery Visits 

Our  2019  visits commenced in January with a visit to the Djanogly Gallery to 
view the Harold Gilman exhibition. 26 members were introduced to the artist's 
works by an informative guided talk by Ruth Lewis- Jones.  

After viewing one of the first post-impressionist exhibitions in 1910 
Gilman began to use stronger colour in his paintings being heavily 
influenced by the works of Van Gogh, Gaugin and Signac. He went on to 
create paintings in his own individual style showing modern urban life in 
the early 20th century, many interior paintings featuring his housekeeper 
Mrs Mounter.  
He was a founder member, along with Walter Sickert, of the Camden 
Town Group in 1911 but his early death in 1919, when only in his forties, 
deprived British art of what is considered a vital and significant presence. 

February will see the AGV group visiting Derby Museum and Art 
gallery to view the  Leonardo da Vinci drawings – part of a 
nationwide touring exhibition of his drawings from the Royal 
Collection to celebrate 500 yrs since the Renaissance Master's 
death.  
Also planned  for 2019 will be another Djanogly exhibition plus 
visits to the Bonington gallery, Harley gallery, Nottingham 
Contemporary and joining forces with the  Art History and 
Appreciation group for a visit to the Hepworth gallery and 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 
 

Nadya and Barbara  

mailto:communications@beestonu3a.org.uk
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Birdwatching 

We rounded off our 2018 birding with a visit to Rutland Water, one of the best 
inland birdwatching sites I know. There are always good numbers of birds here and always the 
chance of something unusual. Highlights were Pintail, Smew, Great Egret, Red Kite and Peregrine 
Falcon along with all the usual suspects giving us a tally for the day of 55 species. 
 
We opened our 2019 account with a walk around Attenborough Nature Reserve, one of our 
regular haunts, connecting with a range of regular winter visitors including Goosander, Fieldfare 
and Wigeon. One or two of us were also fortunate enough to get a glimpse of the long-staying and 
very elusive Firecrest on Barton Lane. 
 
Future visits include Wollaton Park, Colwick Country Park, and Sherwood Forest. 
 

Pete Sadler 
  

 

Bowls Group 
We meet at the Nottingham Indoor Bowls Centre, Beechdale Road, Bilborough. We are 
taking names for the next tuition session. 
Contact Peter Noon for more information: Email: peternoon70@gmail.com Tel: 9288131 
Bowls sessions are arranged for all Fridays at 10.30am lasting 2 hours. All members are welcome. 
Numbers are gradually increasing and we have had 8 people attending which meant we had 2 
lanes open.  The other two weekly roll-up sessions are Mondays 12.30 – 2.30pm and Thursdays 
2.30 – 4.30pm.  U3A bowlers are invited to just turn up to these sessions and play with their U3A 
friends. 

Peter Noon 

 

Craft Group 

The group had its planning meeting in January and we have a varied 
programme including book paper folding, how to use weaving sticks, sewing owl paper 
weights or doorstops, and making pictures from broken jewellery. Our numbers have 
increased recently so if interested please contact Carole (Group Leader) to find out if a 
place is available. 
 

Carole Brown 
 

 

 

 

mailto:peternoon70@gmail.com
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Family History 

The meeting in November began with a presentation by Frances, 
trying (successfully) to answer the question, who was William Giles? It 
turned out that he was convicted of arson at the age of 10 and spent the rest of his life in 
Broadmoor. The analysis was complicated by what turned out to be surprises in various 
family relationships. It was also intriguing that the man's case was referred to in a 
question in the House of Lords. 

This was followed by a presentation from Mike about certain members of the Wreaks 
family. John Brailsford Wreaks died in an asylum in Lancaster in 1846. There was plentiful 
information about another family member, James Wreaks, much which came from 
newspaper cuttings telling of his convictions for fraud. This was a useful reminder of the 
value that newspaper references can add to family history, often providing richer 
information than is contained in a census, for example. 

In December Philip kicked off the meeting with a presentation on a book he had read, The 

Butcher, the Baker, the Candle-stick Maker by Roger Hutchinson. This is a history of 

British censuses, starting not in 1841 but in 1801. Not only does the book explain the 

background to the censuses but it also provides several illustrations of entries, and the 

stories around them. The book is in Beeston library but appears to be highly sought after! 

We then had a Christmas fuddle, mixing chat about our forthcoming family Christmases 

with tales of past family happenings we had researched.  

January was a time when group members provided some updates on the research they 

are carrying out. We also viewed a youtube video on using Google to help searches; 

Google is an under-rated tool for family history and can be very helpful. 

Chris O’Brien 

 

History Group 

Brian Tuck’s talk in November on the Brookes family of Sarawak was as 
interesting as promised and quite uplifting in that they took their responsibilities seriously 
and looked after the people over whom they ruled. They also extended the country 
substantially through some interesting business deals!  

The Christmas Fuddle and quizzes were enjoyed by those able to attend as was the M&S 
buffet! In January, Jim Lyons gave a fascinating talk on the people behind the development 
of the Atomic Bomb, which was very well received. In February, Judith Foxon sang the 
praises of Alfred the Great as skilled diplomat and military strategist whose Law forms the 
basis of our Common Law and who promoted learning in Church and State in the English 
Language. His children and grandson completed the unification of England. In March, Chris 
Christopholus will give us insights into the History of the Peloponnese. Whilst in April, Ivan 
will challenge us with “Building a 13thC French castle today!” 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Butcher-Baker-Candlestick-Maker-Britain-through/dp/0349141223/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1549016815&sr=8-1&keywords=butcher+baker+candlestick+maker
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Roger-Hutchinson/e/B001K8DMHO/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1549016815&sr=8-1
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We are looking forward to our outing to the Jewellery Museum and Soho House, (home of 
the Lunar Men) in Birmingham in June.  

We have a lovely enthusiastic membership and have sadly had to introduce a waiting list 
since at times the danger of having to sit on someone’s knee has seemed very real! 

Judith Foxon 

 

Knitting, Crochet and Natter Group  

The knit,crochet & natter group meets on the 1st Tuesday and the 3rd 
Thursday of each month at 2 - 4 p.m. in the White Lion, Beeston. You can 
attend on either day or both. 

Please contact Sheila if you require more information.  Email:  
sheilaschierbaum@btinternet.com 

Sheila Schierbaum 

 

Murder Book Group       

What have the ancient city of Edinburgh, the county of Norfolk, Paris and 

the island of Sicily have in common?  Answer: loads of murders!  We have 

continued to plumb the depths of this genre with much passion verging, at 

times, on hysteria.  Our favourite book of 2018 was the first in the Doctor Ruth Galloway series by 

Ellie Griffiths followed closely by Ian Rankin's Rebus novels. 

In December a few members attended a morning session at Beeston Library on "Murder In 

England".  This was not of the fictitious kind but looked at facts and figures relating to "true 

crime".  This enlightening morning was followed by a jovial Murder Group Christmas lunch at The 

Frustrated Chef. 

Our enthusiasm has, once again, been engaged with the latest programme for 2019; it is 

astonishing just how varied and prolific the murder genre continues to be. 

Helen Stewart 

 

Music Appreciation 

Since the last Newsletter the group has modified its name to Music Appreciation 

which the members believe better reflects the aims of our small group. We continue on the third 
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Patchwork and Quilting 

The Patchwork & Quilting Group started its humble beginnings in the summer of 
2018 with a small number of members meeting at the group leader’s house.  
However, word soon spread and our small number very quickly multiplied!!  In October we moved 
the meetings from Mary’s cosy kitchen to the Pearson Centre, where we meet on the second 
Monday of each month between 10.00 am – 12.00 noon.  

Our September/October project was making a place mat or play mat using the technique of 
English Paper Piecing.  In November/December we tackled origami patchwork wreaths and 
Christmas trees in (yes who would have thought - see photo for a selection of our finished work).   

Our first project for the New Year was to expand our 
repertoire to simple blocks, which will be made up into 
a cushion or tote bag, or for the more industrious 
amongst us, a bed quilt.   

Hand and machine quilting are both on the agenda so 
that we can experiment and create a whole range of 
items.  At each meeting members volunteer to give a 
brief talk/presentation on a specific technique or a 
demonstration pertinent to the task under construction, 
(e.g. use of equipment, colour wheel, cutting and piecing techniques, machine quilting to name a 
few). 

Some members bring along their own projects to work on. We all enjoy the convivial atmosphere 
and social interaction whilst being creative and learning from each other. 

The group is currently at full capacity, but if you are interested we can add you to the waiting list. 
Email: marynorris75@hotmail.co.uk or eneville1@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Elaine Neville 
 

Thursday at 10.00 n the Guild Room to play music on CDs, sometimes vinyl and sometimes 

downloaded onto modern equipment!  Each person who has brought music plays one track 

according to the theme for the month, January made them all think hard as we had settled on the 

colour "Red" when we did our list before Christmas. Amazing how many thought of  Guy Mitchell 

and "She wears red feathers and a Hula hula skirt", must be an age thing! Johnny and the 

Hurricanes emerged in Red River Rock and, by way of contrast, the original version and more 

sedate tune of Red River Valley!" Mars the Red Planet composed by Holst gave us a classical input 

and the rockers had their fix of heavy metal by the Rolling Stones playing Little Red Rooster.  You 

can’t say we're not imaginative as I think we covered virtually every genre of music in that one 

meeting and the rest of the year has more to offer. 

For more information please contact me either direct or through the Group Co-ordinator. 

Karin Williams 

mailto:marynorris75@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:eneville1@hotmail.co.uk


14 

 

 

Singing for fun                                                                            
 

Our Group enjoyed the “Christmas Do”, especially sharing the platform with the 

Ukulele Group. We understand that the “gig” was much appreciated. Having got that one under 

our belt, Margaret has started preparing “The Carnival is Over”, “Dancing Queen”, “Fernando”, 

“Till There Was You”, and “True Love Ways”   for us to go alongside our ‘standards’ such 

as  “Yellow Bird”,” Hernando’s Hideaway”,” Let It Be” and “Amazing Grace”. Come along and have 

some fun with us – there is plenty of laughter, especially from the ladies in “Delilah” !  “Your 

Group Needs You”, especially the chaps. We are greatly outnumbered by the “chapesses”.  

We meet monthly on the 4th Thursday in the Church Hall, 10 – 11.30. 

Haydn Boothroyd 
 

 

Strollers  

In December, the Strollers enjoyed a walk around Attenborough Village, 

learning about the history of the many quaint buildings, and taking a respite from the cold 

afternoon by warming up in the village church. Refreshments at a member’s house were much 

appreciated. January saw us walking around Attenborough Nature Reserve, and for February’s 

walk we plan to walk around Highfields Park (University of Nottingham). 

If you are someone who enjoys a gentle, leisurely stroll of around 1.5 miles, ending with a visit to a 

local café for refreshments, this could be the group for you. 

If you are interested in joining  the group, please contact Tony and Janet Truman. 

(ttruman2003@yahoo.co.uk) 

Anne Pinnock 
 

 

Walks (Long) 

In November, Mike led 17 of us on an 6 mile walk from Rowsley 
I led a group of 17 on an eight mile walk from Rowsley on a fine warm sunny day. We started by 
going north through the village and up a track to the edge of Rowsleymoor Wood. After this 
climb, we turned east to travel along the edge of the wood where an early coffee stop allowed us 
to enjoy the good views across the valley. Then we continued down a gentle slope, skirting 
around Haddon Park, to walk along the bank of the pretty river Wye. A short section along the 
noisy A6 took us to the Haddon Hall car park where we turned south west and up over the fields 
to Raper mine where they used to mine fluorspar. Looking behind us, on this part of the route 
gave us fine views of Haddon Hall and surrounding hills bathed in the sunlight. Turning south east 
we descended to the attractive village of Alport where the rivers Lathkill and Bradford meet. 
Lunch stop had us sitting against a field wall in the warm sunshine. Suitably refreshed, we joined a 

mailto:ttruman2003@yahoo.co.uk
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country road for the third, steepest and longest ascent of the day up to Stanton in Peak. This 
village showed several examples of old buildings with bricked-up windows to avoid part of the 
window tax. With all the climbing over for the day, we enjoyed the descent through Sheepwalk 
Wood passing interesting earthworks and then going through the hamlet of Congreave to cross 
the fields back to the cars parked at Rowsley. The weather had been very kind to us considering it 
was mid-November.  
 
In December, 11 of walked a 7.5 mile route from Crich devised by Sue 

Starting from the main square in 
Crich in an ethereal mixture of sun 
and mist, we walked down the 
fields to Mill Green, then up to and 
through a holly wood. Skirting 
Tithe  and Lodge Hill farms, we 
descended to cross the River 
Amber, a tributary of the Derwent. 
A short section on busy roads took 
us to Pentrich where there was a 
famous uprising in 1817. A climb 
up through the fields to the 

outskirts of Heage provided us with a fine view of the windmill with six sails which we were able 
to appreciate from the position of our lunch stop on a sunny bank. After more pleasant walking 
through fields, we descended to Bullbridge to cross the busy A610 for the second time. The slow 
ascent back to Crich was via Fritchley and Mill Green. The fine weather made this walk much 
more pleasant than the pre-walk! 
 
In January 2019, Sue led 17 on an 8 mile walk around the University and Wollaton Parks 
Starting from Broadgate in Beeston, the group walked along the south side of the University lakes 
and Science Road, through the QMC car park, along Hill Side Road and the Middleton Boulevard 
estate, along Harrow Road to enter Wollaton Park. They skirted the Hall gardens, went down 
Jubilee Avenue and around the lake to the boat house. Continuing along the wall adjacent to 
Derby Road they crossed into the University to go along Beeston Lane, down to the main 
thoroughfare and up Library Lane. The final section was down the Downs, around the new sports 
centre and Nightingale Hall, through Willoughby Close and back to Broadgate. 
 
January also saw the Medium Walks and Long Walks groups combine for a 6 mile walk followed 
by a pub meal. 
Alan, John and Mike led a group of 27 starting from the pub car park at Awsworth. Walking south 
east we passed Strelley Park Farm, went through Spring wood and crossed over the motorway 
bridge to reach Strelley village. Barrie and Sue gave us some interesting facts about the church. 
Then we turned south west to pass Catstone reservoir with good views across the Trent valley. 
Turning north west we once again had to cross the noisy motorway but this time via an 
underpass. We quickly reached the quiet countryside to descend to the old Nottingham canal 
before climbing up into Cossall village. The final section was across the fields and back to the 
Gardeners Inn pub. The owners had specially opened for the group to provide us with a tasty 
carvery meal. 
 

Mike Allery 
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Writing for Pleasure 
 

2018 has been another positive year for the writing group. Our numbers 
have remained constant with a couple of new members joining a hard-working and happy 
band of writers. 

We continue to use a website to show our writing to a wider audience; however, as our 
two-year contract expired, we have set up another site.  The new domain is 
beestonwriting.com and everyone seems pleased with its different look.   

Local writer, Sam Maxwell, led two sessions in a lively programme to help us improve as 
writers.  In particular she looked at preventing "head-hopping" and at exploring 
viewpoints.  We are always grateful for her expertise. 

Once again we ran a short story writing competition and our theme was "weather 
related".  Although there were fewer entries than in 2017 it was generally agreed that the 
standard of writing was higher.  Thanks go to everyone who entered.  The winner was 
Susan Daley from Ilkeston writing group with her story of a fog-bound city and our guest 
judge, Clare Harvey, was in no doubt that it deserved to win.  Susan also won our 
previous competition and has promised not to enter this year but moving to Margate 
does seem a little extreme!  All the best in your new home, Sue, and we hope to see you 
published one day. 

Plans for 2019's writing competition are in hand and will be announced officially at April's 
Open Meeting. 

Helen Stewart 

 

Newsletter  

Our quarterly newsletter is sent out by email.  If you are not on email, and you attend the meeting, 
please collect your copy from Celia at the monthly meetings in March, June, September and 
December.  If you cannot attend the Monthly meeting, it has been the practice that a copy is posted 
to you.  If you do not have email but have a friend or relative who could receive the email copy for 
you, an “email buddy”, then let me know the email address of that person.  This will save on postage 
costs, which are quite considerable. Copies will be made available for anyone who has difficulty 
reading the pdf document on screen, or for anyone who would prefer a printed copy. 

Bulletin 
Additional Bulletins are sent out in between the newsletters and these are only emailed out to 
members.  Other announcements are also made by email.  It would help to keep everyone “in the 
loop” if members with no email provide us with an email buddy email address, or if members could 
keep their friends up to date when they know they don’t receive emails. 

Find us on Facebook 
Beeston U3A has a Facebook page which is a closed, and therefore secure, 
group.  Community events and any interesting feedback can be shared with all 
the other Beeston U3A members through this page.  Had a great visit – share 
your experience!  Enjoyed a U3A activity – share it!  Got ideas on what we could 
do – get it off your chest!  If you’re a Facebook user, ask to join the group. 
 

  



17 

 

Indoor Games 

Bridge 
We play friendly Rubber Bridge - ACOL 

system. We welcome all levels of Bridge players 

except complete beginners.  It is quite different 

to many Bridge clubs in that we do talk to each 

other about the game, discussing different 

bidding techniques or how we could have 

bid!!  - always in the friendliest manner and with 

no blame attached. If you enjoy bridge and 

want to improve and to meet similar minded 

Bridge players do please come and join us. 

Weekly attendance is not essential, just join us on 

the days you are free.  We look forward to 

welcoming new members and if you would like 

further information, please contact me either by 

phone or email. 0115 9283707 
hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk                     
Pauline Bright 

Canasta 
Briefly Canasta is played with 2 packs 

of identical cards and is an extension of rummy, 

where the aim is to make canastas or 7 cards of 

the same rank, sometimes with wild cards used 

to make up the set. The emphasis is to score 

points with canastas with comparatively little 

emphasis on going out.  It is essentially designed 

for 4 hand partnership play making it popular 

with bridge players, but there are also 2, 3 & 5 

hand versions. 

We meet on a Thursday morning on a fortnightly 

basis between 9.30 and 12.00 at the BMC. 

Whether a beginner or improver, if you are 

interested in joining, please contact me by 

phone or email. 
paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk  

Paul Pinnock 

Rummikub 
 

We continue to meet on the 

second Monday of the month at 1.45pm.  

Several members arrive at 1.30 to help set up the 

tables.  We are a friendly and well attended 

Group.  The game is fun and very easy to learn.  

New members are always welcome. 

0115 9257836 or pautill3@gmail.com                  

Pauline Tilley 

 

Scrabble 
 

The Scrabble Group meets fortnightly 

on 1st and 3 rd Tuesday at 2 pm in the Epworth 

room at the Beeston Methodist Church.  We are 

a friendly Group and would love to have more 

players. Depending on numbers, we divide into 

groups of 2, 3, or 4 players.  Learners are helped, 

and play against less accomplished players.  

We usually manage 2 or 3 games with an 

interval for refreshments. 

If you are interested contact me by email  

Mark Lymbery mark.twitchell@virginmedia.com 

Mark Lymbery 

Mah-jong  
 

Mah-jong is a very entertaining 

Chinese game played by 4 players.  Beginners 

are welcome. The game has similarities to Gin 

Rummy but played with tiles.  Learners can sit 

and watch initially, but nothing beats “having a 

go”. 

We have a mixture of abilities in the Group 

including a good number who had never 

played before the Group was set up. 

Contact Eleanor Hickie 0115 9701747  

e.hickie852@btinternet.com  Eleanor Hickie 

Whist 
 

The classic trick-taking card game, usually 

played in a group of 4 people. We play 

progressive whist and welcome all newcomers. 

We meet on the second Friday each month 

from 10.00 to 12.00 in the Wesley room at the 

church. 

Please contact Barbara Rawlinson by email 

b.rawlinson1@ntlworld.com 

Barbara Rawlinson 

Quiz 
There is a fun quiz which takes place on the 3rd Friday of each month at 10.30 am 

at the White Lion in Beeston.  It consists of 40 general knowledge questions, and it 

is intended to be enjoyable and fun. Small groups aim to compete and there are 

small token prizes to be won.  Come and join us.  You will be most welcome. Just 

drop in.  Next meeting is 15th March.  However, the Quiz will no longer keep 

running unless somebody steps up to take over from Jean, who is looking to step 

down. Hopefully members who attend regularly will find a way for it to continue. 

Jean Evans  

mailto:hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:pautill3@gmail.com
mailto:e.hickie852@btinternet.com
mailto:b.rawlinson1@ntlworld.com
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Beeston U3A - Weekly events diary 

 
W

ee
k 

1
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday 

Philosophy and 
religion 
Table tennis 1 & 2 
 

Architecture 
Cinema and Film 
German 
Pract. gardening 

Badminton 
Science 
Writing for pleas. 

Open Meeting 
Table tennis 3 
 

Indoor bowls 
Italian 
Table tennis 4 
 

Bridge Scrabble 
Theatre outings 
Knit and crochet 

Mah jong 
Murder Book 
Group 

Practical Art 
Wine 
Appreciation 1 

 

 

W
ee

k 
2

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday 

French 
conversation 
Spanish 
conversation 
Table tennis 1 & 2 
Patchwork and 
Quilting 

International 
dance 

Badminton 
Book group 5 
Fifth Chapter 
Garden visits 
Writing for 
pleasure 

New members 
coffee morning 
Canasta 
Scottish country 
dancing 
Table tennis 3 

Indoor bowls 
History 
Latin 2 
Table tennis 4 
Whist 

Bridge 
Rummikub 

Wine 
appreciation 2 
American History 
Book group 1 

Jazz Appreciation 
Recorders 

Ukulele 
Strummers 

 

 

W
e

e
k 

3
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday 

Table tennis 1 
and 2 
 

Exploring 
spirituality 
German 

Ambling 
Badminton 
Family history 
Latin 
Ukulele for 
beginners 

Music 
Appreciation 
Scottish country 
dancing 
Table tennis 3 

Indoor bowls 
Italian 
Quiz 
Table tennis 4 
 

Book group 2 
Between the 
covers 
Bridge 
Strollers 

Poetry 
appreciation 
Scrabble 
 

Mah jong Art Gallery visits 
Book group 4 
Readers Rendez. 
Knit and crochet 
Practical Art 
Wine Appre’n 3 

Play reading 
What the papers 
say 
 

 

W
ee

k 
4

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday 

French 
conversation 
Psychology and 
sociology 
Spanish 
conversation 
Table tennis 1 & 2 

Art History and 
Appreciation 1 
Cinema and film 
International 
dance 
Understanding 
the landscape 

Badminton 
Photography 

Canasta 
Singing for fun 
Table tennis 3 

Indoor bowls 
Buddies 
Latin 2 
Table tennis 4 
 

Bridge 
Let’s Right 
Shakespeare 

Art History and 
Appreciation 2 
Rummicub 

Recorders Craft 
Ukulele 
Strummers 

 

 
Notes 
Table tennis is term time only 
Walking groups arrange dates with members. Long walks – early in the month; Medium walks 1 – last two 
weeks of the month, Tue-Thur; Medium walks 2 – various; Medium walks 3 – first week of the month 
Lunch group 1 – last week in the month; Two Lunch – third week of the month 
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BEESTON U3A GROUPS LIST 
BEESTON U3A GROUPS LIST 

GROUP LEADER & TEL NO. 

EMAIL 
MEETINGS HELD VENUE 

Ambling Glenis Fisher  0115 8752336 
glenis.fisher@yahoo.com 

Monthly. 3rd 
Wednesday in the 
month 

Various Venues 

American History Celia Billau 
communications@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Monthly 2nd Tuesday 
2.30-4.00 

Pearson Centre 

Architecture Di Fischer-Harman  0115 9252353 
difschr@yahoo.co.uk 

Monthly. 1st Tuesday 
10.00 

Pearson Centre 

Art Gallery Visits Barbara Johnson  07973 338217 
barbara.e.johnson@btinternet.com 
Nadya Lancaster  0115 9257920 
nadya.lancaster@btopenworld.com 

Monthly. 3rd 
Thursday. 2.00pm 

Local gallery visits each 
month except August 
and December 

Art History and 
Appreciation 

Anne Pinnock 
anne.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk 
Frances Nugent 
Frances.nugent@btinternet.com 

Monthly. 4th Tuesday 
10.30 – 12.00 OR 
1.30 – 3.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Astronomy Richard Dinsdale 
dinsdale1@ntlworld.com 

Contact leader for 
further details 

 

Badminton Anne and John Dubbury  
01159 226470  
johndubbury@btinternet.com 

Weekly on 
Wednesdays. 10.15 – 
11.30 

Pearson Centre 

Beeston Real Ale 
Group BRAG 

Peter Lee 
peter.lee@ntlworld.com 

Contact leader Various Venues 

Birdwatching Peter Sadler 
psadler197@gmail.com 

The 2nd week of the 
month (the day is 
variable) 

Various Venues 

Book Group 1 Angie Rosser 
angierosser35@gmail.com 

Monthly. 2nd 
Tuesday. Group is 
currently full 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Book Group 2 
Between the 
covers 

Elaine Neville  01159 289146 
eneville1@hotmail.co.uk 

Monthly. 3rd 
Monday. 1.30 

Pearson Centre 

Book Group 3 
Murder Books 

Helen Stewart 
Helen.stewart1@btinternet.com 

1st Wednesday of the 
month  1.30 

The White Lion 

Book group 4 
Readers 
Rendezvous 

Alison Wilson  07966 630076 
alison@solidus.co.uk 

3rd Thursday of the 
month 2.00-3.00 

The White Lion 

Book Group 5 The 
Fifth Chapter 

Ginny Lawes  07968 721487 
ginny.psych@ntlworld.com 

Monthly.  2nd 
Wednesday  10.00-
12.00 

The White Lion 

Bowls Peter Noon  0115 9288131 
peternoon70@gmail.com 

A 4 week course of 
tuition. Individuals 
may continue 
independently 

Nottingham Indoor 
Bowls Club 

Bridge Pauline Bright  0115 9283707 
hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk 

Weekly. Monday. 
2.00pm- 4.00pm. 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Buddies Zena Benson  0115 9727058 
zezebe@msn.com 

Monthly Last Friday. 
10.30am. 

The White Lion 

Canasta Paul Pinnock 
paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk 

2nd and 4th Thursday 
9.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Cinema and Film Alan Windsor  01159 221976 
alanwindsor@ntlworld.com 

The last Tuesday of 
each month 10.00 

The White Lion 

mailto:glenis.fisher@yahoo.com
mailto:difschr@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:nadya.lancaster@btopenworld.com
mailto:Frances.nugent@btinternet.com
mailto:dinsdale1@ntlworld.com
mailto:johndubbury@btinternet.com
mailto:peter.lee@ntlworld.com
mailto:psadler197@gmail.com
mailto:angierosser35@gmail.com
mailto:eneville1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Helen.stewart1@btinternet.com
mailto:alison@solidus.co.uk
mailto:ginny.psych@ntlworld.com
mailto:peternoon70@gmail.com
mailto:hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:zezebe@msn.com
mailto:paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:alanwindsor@ntlworld.com
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Craft Carole Brown  01159 253268 
c.brown929@btinternet.com 

Monthly 4th 
Thursday. 1.30pm-
4.00pm. 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Exploring 
Spirituality 

Richard Eddleston  0115 9252586 
riedd@btinternet.com 

Monthly 3rd Tuesday. 
10.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Family 
History/Genealogy 

Chris O’Brien  01159 221481 
contact.cob.uk@gmail.com  

Monthly 3rd 
Wednesday 10.00 – 
11.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

French 
Conversation 
(not for beginners) 

Ivan Jones 
hemingtondla@aol.com 

2nd and 4th Mondays 
of the month 9.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Garden Visits Sandra Banks  0115 9285031 
sandy.banks@talktalk.net 

2nd Wednesday of 
the month 10.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church And 
Visits 

German 
Conversation 

Rosie McCoy 
rosiemccoy55@yahoo.co.uk 

1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of the month 10.00-
11.00 

The White Lion 

German for 
Beginners 

Rosie McCoy 
rosiemccoy55@yahoo.co.uk 

1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of the month 10.00-
11.00 

The White Lion 

History Ron Jones  0115 9258093 
ronhjones@outlook.com 

Monthly. 2nd Friday 
10.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

International 
Dance (SALI) 

Gillian Morral  0115 9171831 
gill.morral@ntlworld.com 

Monthly 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays 10.30 – 
11.30 

Church Of The 
Assumption, Church 
Hall, Foster Ave 

Italian Brendan Murphy  0115 9252558 
brendanmurphy1000@gmail.com 

1st & 3rd Fridays 9.30 
- 11.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Jazz Appreciation Sue Pringle 
Sue.pringle@sky.com 

2nd Wednesday of the 
month 1.30pm 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Knit, Crochet and 
Natter Group 

Sheila Schierbaum  0115 9497433 
sheilaschierbaum@btinternet.com 

1st Tuesday 2.00 – 
4.00 3rd Thursday. 
2.00-4.00 

White Lion 

Latin Lindsay Litton  0115 9259413 
lindsaylitton5@gmail.com 

Monthly. 3rd 
Wednesday 9.45 - 
11.15 

Main Church, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Latin 2 Brendan Murphy  0115 9252558 
brendanmurphy1000@gmail.com 

2nd and 4th Fridays of 
the month 9.30 - 
11.00 

Youth Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Lets “Right” 
Shakespeare 

Di Fischer-Harman  0115 9252353 
difschr@yahoo.co.uk 

4th Monday of each 
Month 1.30 

Youth Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Lunch Group 1 Glenis Fisher  0115 8752336 
glenis.fisher@yahoo.com 
Shirley Cooper 0115 9170715 
shirley.cooper@ntlworld.com 

Monthly in the last 
week of the month, 
varying day 

Various Venues 

Lunch Group 2 
“Two Lunch” 

Peter Lyons  0115 9165802 
peterlyons7@ntlworld.com 
Pamela Bayley 
Pamela.bayley247@gmail.com 

Monthly in the third 
week of the month, 
varying day 

Various Venues 

Mah-Jong Eleanor Hickie  0115 9701747 
e.hickie852@btinternet.com 

1st and 3rd 
Wednesday in the 
month 2.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Music 
Appreciation 

Karin Williams  07811724109 
kewilli@ntlworld.com 

Monthly. 3rd 
Thursday  10.00-11.30 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Patchwork and 
Quilting 

Mary Norris 
marynorris75@hotmail.co.uk 
Elaine Neville 
eneville1@hotmail.co.uk 

Second Monday each 
month 10.00 – 12.00 

Pearson Centre 

mailto:c.brown929@btinternet.com
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Philosophy And 
Religion 

David Smith 
Dave.smith31@virginmedia.com 

1st Monday of the 
month 10.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Photography Regine Gunston  0115 9258098 
regine.gunston@gmail.com 

4th Wednesday of the 
month 10.00 

Various Venues 

Play Reading Celia Billau 
communications@beestonu3a.org.uk 

 3rd Friday of the 
month 2.00 – 4.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Poetry 
Appreciation 

Joan Whiting  0115 9226975 
joan.whiting@ntlworld.com 

3rd Tuesday of the 
month 1.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Practical 
Gardening 

Janet Riley 
Janet.riley@ntlworld.com 

1st Tuesday in the 
month 10.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Practical Art 
Group 

Celia Scottow 
cmhscottow@gmail.com 

1st and 3rd Thursday of 
the month 

Conservative Club 
Station Road, Beeston 

Psychology And 
Sociology 

Di Fischer-Harman  0115 9252353 
difschr@yahoo.co.uk 

4th Monday of the 
month 10.30 

Pearson Centre 

Quiz Jean Evans  0115 9222238 
jean.evans1940@btinternet.com 

3rd Friday of the 
month 10.30 

The White Lion 

Recorders Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock  
 eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com 

2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in the 
month 2.00-2.45 

The White Lion 

Rummikub Pauline Tilley  0115 9257836 
pautill3@gmail.com 

2nd Monday of the 
month 1.45 and 4th 
Tuesday 2.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Science Brian Tuck 01159 430298 
briantuck@btinternet.com 
Bill Pavlidis 
bill.pavlidis60@gmail.com 

1st Wednesday of the 
month 10.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Scottish Country 
Dancing 

Sue Morrison  0115 9164691 
sue.morrison2@ntlworld.com 

2nd, 3rd and 5th (if 
any) Thursdays of the 
month 10.00 

Church Hall, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Scrabble Mark Lymbery 
Mark.twitchell@virginmedia.com 

1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of the month 2.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Singing For Fun Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock  
 eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com 

4th Thursday of the 
month 10.00-11.30 

Church Hall, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Spanish 
Conversation 

Irene Brown  01159 815658 
irenenbrown28@gmail.com 

2nd and 4th Mondays 
of the month 11.00-
12.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Strollers Tony and Janet Truman 
Ttruman2003@yahoo.co.uk 

3rd Monday of the 
month 

Various 

Table Tennis 1 Sheila Vellacott 0115 9229628 
sheilavellacott@hotmail.com 

Every Monday in term 
time 10.00 

Pearson Centre 

Table Tennis 2 Kathryn Deane 0115 9222926 
kcadeane@hotmail.co.uk 

Every Monday in term 
time 11.10 

Pearson Centre 

Table Tennis 3 Helen Perbet 
helenperbet@btinternet.com 

Every Thursday in 
term time 10.00 

Pearson Centre 

Table Tennis 4 Ian Plumb 
ianplumb@hotmail.co.uk 

Every Friday in term 
time 10.30 – 11.30 

Pearson Centre 

Theatre Outings Evelyn Gurd  01159 281983 
evegurd@yahoo.com 

1st Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Ukulele Group 1 
“Ukulele 
Strummers” 

Steve Mason 
steve.mason2018@btinternet.com 
Rob Hill 
Bobhill29@hotmail.com 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 
of the month 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Ukulele Group 2 
Intermediate 

Peter Goulding 0115 8751489 
pgoulding@live.co.uk 

2nd and 4th Weds 
10.00 – 12.00  

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Understanding the 
landscape 

Richard Dinsdale 
dinsdale1@ntlworld.com 

4th Tuesday each 
month 10.00 – 11.30 

Beeston Library 

mailto:sheilavellacott@hotmail.com
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Walks (Long) Michael Allery 
mushnpuss@gmail.com 

Once a month, early 
in the month. 

Various Venues 

Walks (Medium) 
Group 1 

Alan Bailey  0115 9164574 
alanbailey@virginmedia.com 

Last 2 weeks of the 
month, Tue, Wed or 
Thur 

Various Venues 

Walks (Medium) 
Group 2 

Naomi Milner 01158 773233 
andrewmilner01@gmail.com 

Various Various Venues 

Walks (Medium) 
Group 3 

Shirley Pyke 
spyke9399@gmail.com 

First week of the 
month  Various days 

Various Venues 

Walks (Short) Stephen Horner 
shorner98@sky.com 

Second week in each 
month, day varies 

Various Venues 

What the papers 
say 

Mike Norman 
mike.norman2507@gmail.com 

3rd Friday of the 
month 2.00  

Beeston Library 

Whist Barbara Rawlinson 
b.rawlinson1@ntlworld.com 

Second Friday each 
month 10.00 – 12.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Wine Appreciation 
1 

John Scottow 0115 875 9524 
j.l.scottow@gmail.com 

1st Thursday of the 
month 2.00 

White Lion, Beeston 

Wine Appreciation 
2 

Adrian Shipway  
arshipway@yahoo.co.uk 

2nd Tuesday of the 
month 2.00 

White Lion, Beeston 

Wine Appreciation 
3 

John Scottow 0115 875 9524 
j.l.scottow@gmail.com 

3rd Thursday of the 
month 2.00 

White Lion, Beeston 

Writing for 
Pleasure 

Helen Stewart 
Helen.stewart1@btinternet.com 

1st and 2nd 
Wednesday of the 
month 10.00 – 12.00 

Community Room, 
Tesco, Swiney Way. 

Yoga Kathryn Coupland 
kathryncoupland@hotmail.com 

This group is full at 
the moment 

Beeston Methodist 
Church 

Members are encouraged to contact leaders for up-to-date information.  Please be aware that members 
participate in all group activities entirely at their own risk. 
We are now able to offer a total of 75 groups, and additional new groups are just starting up which probably 
need supporting. Where the group is full and unable to take new members, a second (or even fifth!) group 
may start up to accommodate new members. 
Group Co-ordinator: Chris Chater email groups@beestonu3a.org.uk 
If anyone is aware of any errors in this list, please let either Chris or Celia know so that the list can be 
corrected and updated. 

 

Beeston U3A Committee 

NAME POSITION Email Address 

Sue Blackley Chair chair@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Chris Chater Group Coordinator groups@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Malcom Brookbanks Treasurer  treasurer@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Richard Eddleston Business Secretary riedd@btinternet.com 

Lucy Beardsley Outings Organiser lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk 

Margot Gale Membership Secretary/ 
Vice Chair 

membership@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Celia Billau Communications Officer communications@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Elizabeth Le Marchant 
Brock 

Minutes Secretary eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com 

Steve Austin Website/ 
Publicity Officer 

stephen.austin@ntlworld.com 

Breda Cooper Speaker Seeker bredacooper@btinternet.com 

Jo Muxlow Social Fund Treasurer jomuxlow@virginmedia.com 

Janis Patterson Events Organiser janis_patterson@sky.com 

Kathy Shipway Co-opted kathyshipway@yahoo.co.uk 

Anne Pinnock Co-opted anne.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:groups@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:chair@beestonu3a.org.uk
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U3A National office have advised us that the Metropolitan Police have produced an excellent 

publication entitled “The Little Book of Big Scams” with a view to raising awareness of the scams 
currently operating in the UK and covering easy steps you can take to protect yourselves.  A copy can 

be downloaded by going to www.met.police.uk/docs/little_book_scam.pdf  or members can contact 

the Metropolitan Police on 02072301228 or email sterling@met.pnn.police.uk 
 

Open Meeting – Fire Procedure. 
After consultation with a representative from the Beeston Methodist Church, and discussion at our 
Committee Meeting, it was felt we should have a formal Fire Procedure for the Monthly Meeting.  
It is very simple:  
In the event of a fire leave via the nearest fire exit. If you are main church, you should exit from 
both upstairs and downstairs via the doors at the back (Chilwell Road end) of the church. 
Committee Members present in the main church will act as stewards and guide you towards these 
exits. 

Did you know that you can sign up for to a Broxtowe Community Newsletter and receive 

regular information from the Neighbourhood Policing Team about issues which affect the 
local community, such as burglaries in the area, scams that are being operated locally? 

You can sign up to receive the newsletter by emailing: alert@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk 

Membership renewals and our Beacon system 

Our membership year changed to start from 1st April for the year ending 31st March 2020, so that we 
were in line with the financial year.  We had membership cards printed for all our current members 
prior to doing the renewals and these are being collected on payment of the 
£15 fee.  For those who pay online, the card can be collected at a separate 
desk in the church. 

Many thanks to everyone who has paid online. It’s been very satisfying that 
this method has been taken up by large numbers of members, and this 
saves an enormous amount of administrative time for our hard-working 
committee members.  New members have also been signing up online, and 
cards have been printed for them. 

As with any new system, we experienced some slight glitches, but these 
have been largely resolved.  For many members, their cards say that 
membership expires on 30th April 2020. This is because the Beacon system 
held that date against member records,  but by next year, renewals will all 
be adjusted to show the official expiry date of 31st March. 

More and more of our group leaders are now using Beacon to email their 
members, and the group accounts can also be kept.  There is a calendar 
which can be updated to show meeting dates and topics, and these are 
visible from the members’ portal via the web site. It’s planned that this will become more visible in 
the months to come. 

If you have accessed the members’ portal, you will have noticed a link to update member details. If 
you’d like to check your record and see that it is accurate, please go into the portal and make any 
change necessary. 

If anyone has any concerns, problems or suggestions, please email Celia Billau on 
communications@beestonu3a.org.uk 

http://www.met.police.uk/docs/little_book_scam.pdf
mailto:sterling@met.pnn.police.uk
mailto:alert@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk
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And Finally – The Answers to the History Quiz (all begin with C) 

1. The UK, France and the Ottoman Empire fought a war against Russia for control over which 
European peninsula from 1853-1856?  The Crimea 

2. A great fire in which American city in 1871 is traditionally blamed on Mrs O'Leary's cow knocking 
over a lantern?  Chicago 

3. On October 12th 1492, which explorer finally made land in the Bahamas, believing at the time 
that he had found an alternative route to the East Indies?  Christopher Columbus 

4. Which African city, also known as Kaapstad, was initially founded as a Dutch waypoint and trading 
post near to the Cape of Good Hope?  Cape Town 

5. Which Ptolemaic leader who died in 30BC was the final Pharaoh of Egypt, before it was fully 
absorbed into the Roman Empire?  Cleopatra VII Philopator 

6. Welsh, Manx and Breton fall within which language group, named after the broad European 
cultural family which flourished during the Classical Period?  Celtic 

7. Hannibal Barca, who famously led his war elephants over the Alps, was the leader of which north-
African city-state, an early rival of Rome?  Carthage 

8. Which Polish astronomer is generally credited with describing the first detailed theory of 
heliocentrism?  Nicolaus Copernicus 

9. Named after the first Christian emperor of Rome, and capital of the Byzantine Empire, by what 
name was Istanbul formerly known?  Constantinople 

10. Which Frankish king was crowned "Holy Emperor of the Romans" in 800AD after establishing an 
empire spanning much of western Europe?  Charlemagne (Charles the Great/Charles I) 

11. Which British explorer was killed in 1779 by natives, after becoming the first westerner to set 
foot in Hawaii?  Captain James Cook 

12. Which woman was the first to receive two Nobel prizes, and remains one of only two people in 
history to receive Nobel prizes in two different disciplines?  Marie Curie 

13. Which musician, who died in 2003, was well-known for his performances from prisons, such as 
San Quentin and Folsom State Prison?  Johnny Cash 

14. Along with Lao Tsu, which great philosopher's work is generally considered one of the fathers of 
Chinese ethics and morality?  Confucius 

15. Which modern-day country hosts the great historical Khmer city of Angkor?  Cambodia 

16. The writings of which Frenchman, who died in Geneva in 1564, were the foundations of many 
modern Protestant denominations, such as Presbyterianism?  John Calvin (Jean/Jehan Cauvin) 

17. Though born Gaius Caesar, which early Roman Emperor is usually known by his nickname, which 
translated literally as "little soldier's boot"?  Caligula 

18. Which Space Shuttle broke up shortly after takeoff on its 10th flight, in 1986?  Challenger 

19. El Castillo, or the Temple of Kukulcan, is the most famous feature of which Mayan city and 
archaeological site on the Yucatan Peninsula of modern-day Mexico?  Chichen Itza 

20. What is the more common name for the Flavian Amphitheatre, perhaps the most iconic 
landmark of Rome?  The Colosseum 


