GARDEN VISITS MEETING
Meeting held on Wednesday 8th August 2018

After a delayed start due to the church being loicked, 42 members were
welcomed including two new members, Angie and Penny.
Reminder from Sandra re renewal of membership.
Thankyou to Mavis for opening her garden. The colours were lovely and
there were some amazing plants including huge tomatoes! Mavis had
received a thank you letter from Treetops for the donation of £140.
Sandra read an article about the roses at Hopton Hall which someone
had brought in from the newspaper.
Sandra read in the U3A magazine about becoming affiliated as a group
to the RHS. This would cost £35 for an annual fee which would include a
monthly copy of The Garden Magazine, newsletters and a free trip for 55
people to a RHS garden. She put the suggestion to the group who
thought it a good idea so Sandra will approach our U3A for the fee. Jane
told us that the Hemlock Garden Group had applied for this previously
and recommended we contact the RHS in November. She would remind
us know nearer the time.
We shall hopefully have a Christmas tree again this year in the church to
decorate.
Italian Gardens: This was a delightful event, a real treat. The gardens
were small but beautiful and the house was impressive. A fabulous
afternoon was had by all. Michael and Malcom were a lovely pair who
made us feel very welcome and had gone to a lot of trouble with the
cakes etc despite Michael having been poorly. The donations of £140
went to Emmanuel House along with any left over food. Sandra
thought it might be worth visiting again in the spring. She sent a Thank
You card from the group.
The poppies which had been put on the lamp posts in Stapleford have
been vandalised. People were rallying to put them back.
Some members went on a Skill’s trip to Sandringham Show. It was a long
journey and the temporary driver changed at Derby and then the coach
came back to Nottingham before taking an unusual route to
Sandringham. It was a really hot day temperatures 33 degrees and little
shade. Jane said the gardens are worth seeing on their own and then it

would be possible to see round the museum which some people missed
when our group made the trip last year.
The Long Eaton Garden Visits group have cancelled the trip to Ireland
due to lack of numbers.
They are running a trip to the Orchid Festival at Kew at the beginning of
March next year. They are staying at the Copthorne Hotel, Slough and
the cost is £170. Sandra wasn’t sure whether the entrance to Kew and
meals were included.
The driver from Hammonds coaches who took us to Ely is running some
holidays – Coulson’s Coaches.
Monday 1st April 2019 – Picton Castle, Tenby, inc a trip to Carmarthen.
4days DBB £215 Entrances included. No single Supplement
Door to door pick up.
Bookings being taken until Feb 28th
Next year’s holiday will be July 12th-14th and will involve visits to 3 NT
gardens so it might be worth joining as the entrances for these gardens
are not included in the cost which will be £190pp. A £25 non refundable
deposit will be collected at the September meeting.
Money (£32) for Breezy Knees and Scampton Hall was collected at the
end of the meeting. Mavis has been before and said there is a 10 minute
walk from where the coach drops you off to the entrance. Sandra and
Jenny read a couple of excerpts from books about each garden.

AUGUST
Sat/Sun Aug 11th/12th FUSCHIA SHOW – Attenborough Village Hall
Sat 1:30-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm.
Sandra will be there on the Saturday
Fri Aug 17th

OPEN GARDEN – Brenda Robinson’s
10, Edlington Drive, Wollaton NG8 2DT 2pm-4:30pm
Bus 35, get off second stop after The Hemlock Stone,
(Humberstone Drive) Bus 10 or 11 from Beeston
£3 donations for the Air Ambulance

Sun Aug 18th

SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW - £126
Driver from our trip to Ely uses Hammonds coaches to take trips

Sun Aug 19th

FRIENDS OF NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY PARK –
Summer Spectacular. Open gardens, free bus, mini walking
tours, free carparks

Thurs Aug 23rd

CLUMBER PARK – Walled Kitchen Garden £5 Self Drive
Notts Organic Garden Society. A Taste of Tradition.

SEPTEMBER
Sat Sept 8th

FRIENDS OF NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY PARK –
Heritage Character Encounters – history of the properties on the
campus, 2pm £3 Booking required

Sun Sept 9th

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS – Inham Nook Allotments 10am-4pm
Grove Ave Allotments 11am-3pm Guided tour of historic site

Wed Sept 12th

GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am – bring along any
suggestions for visits for 2019

Thurs Sept 13th

BREEZY KNEES & SCAMPTON HALL & GARDENS
£32
Coach departing Lace Road at 8:30am

Sat Sept 15th

WOLLATON ROAD ALLOTMENTS 10am-4pm No Toilets
Refreshments including BBQ 2pm – auction of produce

Sat Sept 29th

FRIENDS OF NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY PRESS –
Fungi Foray with Lee Scudder 10am-12noon £3

OCTOBER
Wed October 10th GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am Sat October 20th

BRAMLEY APPLE FESTIVAL, SOUTHWELL

NOVEMBER
Wed November 14th GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am Joint meeting with
Practical Gardening Group
Speaker: ‘Behind the Scenes at Chelsea’ – Jeff Smith

