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BEESTON 

   
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE    

Registered Charity No. 1152882 

NEWSLETTER – MARCH 2018 
U3A Website address. Steve Austin www.beestonu3a.org.uk 

Celia Billau,Communications Officer -  communications@beestonu3a.org.uk  

 

   OPEN MEETINGS 

April 2018 John Whitfield Sir Winston Churchill: Man of destiny 

May 2018 AGM Anne Mason – Bees around the world 

June 2018 Charles Hanson My Life as an Auctioneer 

 

 

 

Events 
 
The Barn Dance which took place on January 27th was 
a great success, with most of the guests exhibiting 
impressive stamina to keep dancing throughout the 
evening.  A fish and chip supper provided the essential 
nourishment for the dancers to continue to the very 
end.  There were no reports of sprained ankles or 
anything else for that matter! 
 
Our next event is the Quiz night which is on Friday 20th 
April.  Tickets at £10 includes a hot supper.  Better 
start mugging up now then. 
 
Tickets are available from Janis Patterson at the Open 
Meetings, or email Janis_patterson@sky.com 
 

 
 

 

Quiz night 
At Chilwell Manor Golf Club 

At 7pm on Friday 20th April 2018 
Tickets only £10 p.p. Includes hot 

supper 

http://www.beestonu3a.org.uk/
mailto:communications@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:Janis_patterson@sky.com
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CHAIR’S CHATTER  

We had a very successful group leader meeting at the 
end of last month. It was vey well attended and I 

would like to thank all those folk who gave up their 
time and came along and supported the event. We 
have had some very positive feedback and following a 

presentation at the meeting we are delighted that so 
many group leaders are showing an interest in using 

the electronic national Beacon System to manage the 
membership of their groups. Celia Billau, our 

communications officer, is holding a help desk at our open meetings to aid anyone 
with queries/difficulties. We are very proud of our group leaders who work so 
hard to sustain the interest in their groups. 

As I announced at the last open meeting we will shortly be sending out a 
questionnaire to all members. Your opinion is very important to us and we would 
like to know what you think our U3A does well and anything you think we might 

improve upon. It’s important to remember that as a committee we are just a 
group of volunteers trying our best to please almost 800 members with diverse 

interests and opinions. We hope you will spare a few minutes to fill it in so that 
your ideas can feed into our development plan for the next year. We are always 
striving to improve as we want Beeston U3A to be one of the best! 

I am pleased to announce that Kathy Shipway is being co-opted on to the 
committee from March. Initially she won’t have a specific role but will assist other 
members as she gets used to the way we work and the responsibilities of a trustee. 

Many thanks to Janis Patterson for organising such a successful Barn Dance. We 
now look forward to a Quiz Night on April 20th. 

Sue Blackley 

 
Christmas 2018 – Your ideas are welcome 
 
The Committee was trying to think of a suitable venue for an outing in the run up to 
Christmas later this year.  In the end, we felt that our very well-informed membership would 
be well placed to come up with some ideas, which we could then consider and select the best 
one.  Please send ideas to Sue Blackley or Celia Billau. 

 
Two aerials meet on a roof, fall in love and get married.  The ceremony wasn’t much 

but the reception was brilliant. 

After a disastrous warm up game at the Winter Olympics, the British curling team 

are expected to make sweeping changes. 
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Reviews of speakers at the monthly meetings 
 
December – A Christmas Pot-pourri! 
 
There was an end-of-term feel about the last open meeting as we anticipated the entertainment we were 
going to witness.  We certainly weren’t disappointed. 
 

The Barber Shop quartet, Bill, Nelson, Mike and 
Brian, which opened the proceedings, gave us a 
polished mixture of recent songs – e.g. Eight Days’ a 
Week - and some old faithfuls – e.g. Mary Lou.  They 
also gave us a brief history of the origins of what has 
become known as ‘Barber Shop’ singing. They were 
part of the Grand Centre Chorus which is an East 
Midlands group of men who specialise in Barber 
shop singing.  Their enthusiasm was infectious and it 
was lovely that they were able to attend our end-of-
term party. 
 

The Play Reading Group followed with an amazing version of ‘Aladdin’ or to be accurate, ‘Albert Ladin’. The 
cast were inspiring particularly the Genie and Princess Shushine. The costume changes and special effects had 
us gasping with admiration. The lack of rhyming couplets from some cast members in no way detracted from 
the overall polish of the production. 
 

 
 
The contribution from the ‘Let’s Right Shakespeare Group’ only served to underline what has been said for 
years: Shakespeare is full of quotations. The number of common/well-known sayings which can be attributed 
to the bard is staggering. The group recited a list that was comprehensive but not, I suspect, complete.  I’m 
sure we all use at least one in our everyday converse. What was a revelation came in the second part where it 
became obvious that our Will was recycling long before it became fashionable.  Having read us a long list of 
well-known phrases, the Group then proceeded to tell us which plays these phrases were from. Several appear 
in more than one play, but then if you’ve got a neat turn of phrase why not use it again? 

 
There was a break in the seasonal jollity to announce the winner of 
the short story competition.  The competition had been announced 
earlier in the year and so the results were eagerly anticipated.  Helen 
Stewart told us there had been 34 entries which had been narrowed 
down to 18 and a final short list of 5 which were judged by the local 
author Sam Maxfield who narrowed it down to a final three, Peter 
Hilton, John Gallagher and Sue Daly.  Sue from Ilkeston was declared 
the winner.  The judge commented that her story ‘Man Upstairs’, had 
a light touch, an interesting ending and sparkled.  Congratulations 
Sue! (See page 16 for more details, and the winning story). 
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The finale was a combined effort by the ‘Singing for Fun’ group and the Ukulele Players.  Their joint and single 
efforts gave us all the seasonal favourites including ‘Oh! Holy Night’ ‘Red, red robin’, ‘Jingle Bell Rock’ and 
finally, ‘We wish you a Merry Christmas’.  Of course! 
 

 
 
January – The Arkwright Society, The History of Cromford Mills and Sir Richard Arkwright 
 
The Industrial Revolution Started Here 
 
Most of us who did O level History in the last century ‘did’ the Industrial 
Revolution but did we get told where it started?  Those of you who are local 
to the Midlands might have been, but I am a Devonian and as far as I was 
concerned it was ‘somewhere in the north’! Chas Arnold put us straight in 
no uncertain fashion with his fascinating talk about Richard Arkwright and 
the Cromford Mill complex.  It seems that Arkwright was a larger than life 
character.  At one time he was the richest commoner in the country and he 
was knighted for his services to the economy. 
 
He was semi-literate and had started life as an apprentice barber/wigmaker 
in Nottingham but he was very interested in mechanical things and invented 
two machines which revolutionised cotton spinning; one which made cotton 
yarn and one which did the carding.  In 1771 he built the first commercial water powered mill making cotton 
yarn.  The main markets for cotton yarn were Manchester, ‘Cottonopolis’, and Nottingham.  Within ten years 
there were 142 factories nationwide copying what he had done.  It cost about £4000 to build and equip a 
factory. From 1771 he continued to develop the mills and warehouses which are now incorporated into the 
Cromford Mills site.  
 
Contrary to local belief he did not take the water for the mill from the River Derwent but from the Derwent 
Sough which was supplied by the draining of the Wirksworth lead mines. By 1840 problems with the water 
supply started to affect the textile production.  Arkwright was a man of ideas and so he put the buildings to 
other uses which included a brewery, still in existence, laundries and cheese warehousing; there was a weekly 
market, 2 corn mills and a variety of other shops. 
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His factories worked from the top down, like the corn mills, the raw cotton was put in at the top and as each 
process was completed it dropped down a level until the finished product, cotton yarn, arrived at ground level 
ready to be transported to the mills. For the first five years everything was done by hand but then he invented 
the carding machine which dramatically increased the output.  The work force was doing a 12 hour shift and 
75% were children from the age of 7. Later the age of children was raised to 10 and they were given 6 hours 
education a week. Although this seems harsh, the risk of accident or injury was very low because these 
machines worked so slowly . For many families the woman was the breadwinner, looking after the animals etc 
while the men worked at home weaving in the attics. 
 
 
February – Graham Hayes – ‘Titanic’ The Ship of Dreams 
 
A big ship, hit an iceberg and sank! 
 
That was Graham Hayes brief summary of his talk for ‘Those 
who want to leave early’. Fortunately for those of us who 
stayed he gave an interesting talk about the Titanic, telling us 
much about her background.  
 
Greatly increased immigration to the USA caused by Jewish 
persecution in Russia, political unrest in eastern Europe and 
also by the knock-on effect of the Irish potato famine meant a 
great number of people were seeking a better life in America.  
To service this need they decided to build what was then the 
largest and most costly, but not the fastest, ship ever built. 
 
In 1907 a design team produced a plan for an Olympic class liner which would have a crew of 860, could carry 
600+ first class passengers, 700+ second class passengers and 1700+ third or steerage class,  but ony 20 
lifeboats.  Working conditions were hard.  Health and Safety as we know it did not exist; there were no hard 
hats, protective gloves or steel capped boots.  During her construction there were 9 fatalities and in excess of 
200 serious injuries.  The men worked a 49 hour week for £2.  She was scheduled to be launched on the 31st 
May 1911 and her maiden voyage was planned for 20 March 1912.  This date was changed because damage to 
the Olympic meant that men  had to be taken from the Titanic to repair the sister ship. This delay was a 
contributory factor in the eventual tragedy because the later sailing put them later in the year and hence 
closer to the danger time for icebergs. The captain appointed for the maiden voyage was Captain E J Smith, a 
man with a penchant for running his ships aground or into piers.  Not perhaps the most sensible choice for 
such a prestigious trip! 
 
The Titanic set sail on 14 April 1912 on a calm, very cold moonless day.  The mild weather had caused many 
icebergs to drift further south than normal. The many warnings from other ships about the presence of 
icebergs did not get to the bridge of the Titanic. The ship hit the iceberg 37 secs after it was sighted.  The 
damage to the hull allowed water to pour in at 7 tons/sec so the boat became unstable very quickly. There was 
a significant delay in evacuation and the ‘Abandon Ship!’ order was never given. The Carpathia which was 
nearest to the stricken ship picked up many survivors but only 2 of the 18 lifeboats which got away went back 
to search for survivors.  The majority of the survivors were from First Class; most of the steerage passengers 
perished either because they did not know where the lifeboats were or because they did not understand any 
instructions which may have been given. 

 
Rosemary Pickering 
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Trips and Outings 

 

The visit to Southern Ireland had to be cancelled due to lack of support 

 

Hodsock Priory Wednesday 9 May 2018  

Cost - £29.75p per person  

Visit to Hodsock Priory, near Blyth for a guided tour of the house followed by a light luncheon and the 

opportunity to see the bluebells in flower. 

 

Now fully booked.  All participants should now have paid the balances. 

 

Visit to Norfolk and the Lavender Fields 19 - 21 June 2018 
Cost – £239 per person (+ £25 single room supplement) 

 

Reserve your place for £120.00.  Staying half board at Caley Hall for 2 days. Visit to Castle Acre 

(English Heritage) plus a boat trip on Wroxham Broad (cost not included).  Visit Norwich, Hunstanton 

and the Norfolk lavender fields.  

 

Anderton Boat Lift trip 25 July 2018 
Cost - £28.00 per person  

Reserve your place for £15. Cost includes the boat trip. 

 

Plans for new visits: 

RHS Wisley – possibly in April 2018 – to be confirmed 

 

East Lancashire Steam Railway 
Visit includes cream tea, miniature cake plus tea/coffee. Some time in Bury. Date to be confirmed. 

 

Please see Lucy Beardsley and Breda Cooper at the Open Meetings to collect booking forms and 

make payments.  Email Lucy lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Please note: deposits are non-refundable unless the place is taken by another member. 

 

 

New Groups News 
 
Astronomy – this new group is now going ahead with Richard Dinsdale as leader. 
 
Jazz Appreciation – this new group has now met to discuss potential content and is moving ahead with 
Eileen Overton as the link person. 
 
Whist – this group is now established and Barbara Rawlinson is the link person. 
 
Military History – has not yet started and it may not continue under the U3A umbrella. 
 
Wine Appreciation Group 3 – this new group is now established with John Scottow as leader. 
 
Games group – there are a few people interested in creating a games group (board or card games, 
upwords, dominoes etc.) but it needs more members to make it work. 
 

mailto:lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk
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Practical Art Group -  members are invited to share, learn and enjoy doing their own art.  This newly 
established group is being led by Celia Scottow. 
 
Understanding the landscape (formerly Physical Geography) – this group is getting established under 
the leadership of Richard Dinsdale. 
 
Strollers – a new group has been proposed which is intended to be for people who are less mobile but 
would still enjoy a short, gentle stroll followed by a visit to a local café.  Anyone interested should 
contact Chris Chater. 
 
 
Beeston U3A is now able to offer 75 interest groups for its members.  Groups are successful when there 
are members who are prepared to be a link person, communicator, organiser, administrator, facilitator 
or leader.  Whatever the job title, the group won’t run unless there are people prepared to do those 
little jobs that make it work.  Some groups are full and offer a waiting list.  With a growing 
membership, there is every chance a new group will start up from the waiting list.  Don’t give up on it. 
 
See the Groups List for details of all of our groups and the contact person.  Let them know if you would 
like to come along so they know to expect you.  If you have any ideas for a new group, please contact 
the Groups Co-ordinator Chris Chater on johnchater1@sky.com 
 
Please remember that the U3A ethos is By the Members – For the Members.  Being part of a team 
running a group need not be onerous or time consuming.  Don’t be afraid of volunteering, it’s 
fun.  You will make new friends, increase your skills and expand your social life. 

 

 

Members’ Questionnaire 
Look out for the questionnaire that’s being distributed to all members along with this newsletter.  
We’d love to hear from you.  Please return your completed questionnaire to Sue Blackley or Celia 
Billau.  Hard copies can be placed in our suggestion box at the church or email your completed 
document to communications@beestonu3a.org.uk 
Please return by April 1st 2018.  Many thanks. 

 

What’s all this about Beacon? 
Beacon is a computer system designed to help U3As manage their membership, groups and finances.  
We at Beeston established our membership data on to the Beacon system last year, and this 
information has now been rolled out to Group Leaders to help with record keeping and emailing 
members of groups. 
Keeping your personal information secure is important! The Committee members are trustees of the 
U3A and, as such, must adhere to the principles by which the U3A is run.  The Group Leaders and 
administrators are all volunteers who have access to members’ data for the purposes of running an 
interest group.  
Confidentiality Agreement 
We have asked all members who have access to personal information of members to sign a 
confidentiality agreement.  This sets out the limits to which such access allows: data is used for the 
purpose of fulfilling a voluntary role within Beeston U3A and for no other purpose whatsoever.  This 
form is signed by members who have access to the data, and then stored by Margot Gale, our 
Membership Secretary. 
In this way, we are complying with the requirements of Data Protection as advised by U3A. 

 

  

mailto:communications@beestonu3a.org.uk
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News from the groups: 

 

 

Art Gallery Visits_____________________________ 
 
2018 began with a visit to the Djanogly gallery to view the exhibition 'Viking: Rediscover 
the Legend'  looking at how the Viking invasion transformed and shaped every day life in 
Britain.  
 
We requested a guided talk slanted towards the artistic elements of this 
primarily historical exhibition. 
 
Our guide Ruth Lewis-Jones gave us an insight into the much maligned Viking 
race, showing us their crafts and ingenuity -  swords and metal helmets, 
beautiful silver and gold necklaces, brooches and armbands, as well as skills 
used in making every day items such as wooden skates, carved and decorated 
beard combs and hand stitched leather shoes. 
 
Many Vikings converted to Christianity but their own religious beliefs did not 
totally disappear. Pagan and Christian imagery was evident combined in the 
'fused' artwork shown in carved grave slabs and crosses on display. 
 
How many of the 33 members who attended, we wondered over tea and cake, 
have Viking blood in our DNA!? 
 

                                                  *********************************** 
 
 
One of the few sunny days in February saw 16 members visit The Collection gallery 
in Lincoln to view  'From the Land' an exhibition which takes its starting point from 
the 800th anniversary of the Charter of the Forest which gave the common man 
rights to glean from royal land. 
 

Works from sculptor Henry Moore and ceramicist Ewen Henderson predominated 
and showed how they used the land as inspiration as well as using physical 
materials to create their art. 
 
Amongst 15 other artists contributing to the exhibition John Piper, Paul Nash, 
Evelyn Gibbs and Richard Long were the most well known. 
 
Their works showed the dramatic aspects of landscape, sometimes distorted, and 

how historical events over the last century such as war, industrialisation and the right to roam have 
influenced our views and how we perceive landscape today. 
 

Nadya and Barbara  
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Art History___________________________________ 
 
We have been privileged to have had some excellent talks since the last entry to the 
Newsletter before Christmas. In particular, Michael Tayler has given two talks on French 
artists of the 18th and 19th centuries: Jacques Louis David  and Elisabeth Vigée Le Brun. 
Mike is really a historian and a Francophile by passion and his understanding of that period really comes 
across when he talks about those two artists.   
By the time this is printed Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock and Janet Hoult will have given two talks whose 
subjects are special to them.  I know that both will be entertaining.  Unfortunately, some of us will not be 
there to experience them as a small group is returning to Italy with Travel Editions for four days.  This time 
we are visiting Venice and, like our previous trip to Florence, our guide will be Peter Higginson.  We know that 
we are in for a busy but brilliant time.  
According to my computer I have written an article for every edition of the Newsletter  since 2012.  Sadly, 
this is my last and I shall now pass on the baton to the new team.  It has been a privilege to have led such a 
thriving group (which turned into two) since the start of Beeston U3A back in 2011.  When we began we were 
a group of seventeen who met in what is now the Voluntary Action for Broxtowe building.  We soon outgrew 
the first room and had problems with our second room as it had no door and we were frequently disturbed by 
school age children running up and down the stairs outside.  Our next move to the Guild Room at Beeston 
Methodist Church became our last and we soon booked out the whole room for every fourth Tuesday of the 
month.   
Over those years we have had some excellent talks.  My thanks go to everyone, too numerous to mention 
individually, who have spent hours of their time putting together PowerPoint presentations for the benefit of 
everyone else.  However, I must thank one individual especially: Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock.  Elizabeth 
attended the very first meeting and took on the responsibility of running the administration required.  This 
became an enormous task and I am eternally grateful for her taking it on.  That was not all though; Elizabeth 
would turn up early each meeting day to put out the chairs; she would remind people of the forthcoming 
meetings and would take the register for health and safety purposes.  She would also control the money and 
would let me know when we were able to state that it was a "free" month.  Elizabeth also took on more than 
her fair share of talks and would always help me out if there was a month with a gap.  I loved the variety of 
her talks as she included subjects such as costumes for the ballet and Lalique jewellery which were wonderful 
breaks from individual artists.  I cannot thank you enough, Elizabeth. 
So, my last talk will be in March and the subject matter is being kept a secret.  I have really enjoyed my 
six/seven years with the group as, following the principles of the U3A, I have learned so much through my 
own research as well as listening to the talks of others.  I think that it has been excellent value for a £1.00 
per month. We have also had some wonderful trips out together including two visits to the National Gallery, 
three visits to Birmingham and its environs, and a wonderful Christmas visit to 72 Derngate, Northampton and 
many others.  A major highlight has to be the trip to Florence taken in Spring 2017 where we learned so 
much about the art of the Renaissance.  A pity that more people could not have attended.  My best wishes go 
to the new steering group.  It is time for a shake-up and for new approaches.  I hope it is successful in what 
it plans to do and I am available for one talk a year if ever required! 
 

Helen Stewart 
 
 
All Art History members are so sorry that Helen and Elizabeth are handing over the leadership of the group at 
the end of March.  We do want to say an enormous thank you to them for running such a wonderful group 
over the past few years. All the sessions Helen has either led or organised have been both informative and 
entertaining- we have all learned so much. 
Helen will be an extremely hard act to follow. However, a planning group is now in place to take the group 
forward from April, with a programme being devised to cover a variety of topics connected to the history and 
appreciation of art. Some sessions will be more formal, starting with a presentation by one or more members, 
followed by a chance for follow-up discussion and sharing of experience. Other sessions will be more active, 
involving all attendees in discussion; perhaps bringing a picture or artefact connected to the advertised topic. 
All members will be encouraged to contribute to and suggest topics for sessions. 
If you would like to join the group from April, or find out further information, please visit our table at the 
Group Fair in March, or contact Frances Nugent (frances.nugent@btinternet.com) 
 

Anne Pinnock 
 

 

mailto:frances.nugent@btinternet.com


10 

 

Birdwatching________________________________ 
  
The Birdwatching Group continues to attract new members and we now have about 35 on the 
books, although a typical turnout on any single trip is 8-10 which is ideal. 
 
Our 2017 meetings followed the pattern of previous years with the majority of our visits being to local sites 
such as Attenborough, Wollaton Park, Sherwood Forest and Rufford Country Park. Occasionally we ventured a 
little further afield, notably to Frampton Marsh near Boston and to Rutland water. 
 
The weather rarely manages to beat us and consequently we come away from most of our meetings having 
seen at least something of interest whether it’s Water Rail and Black-necked Grebe at Attenborough, Tree 
Pipit in Sherwood Forest, Red Kite at Rutland Water or Curlew Sandpipers at Frampton Marsh. 
 
Although we don’t go chasing rarities they do occasionally cross our path and this year we’ve been treated to 
Surf Scoter, Green-winged Teal and Great Egret at Rutland Water. Some of us went individually to East Leake 
and saw the Bee-eaters which bred there, albeit unsuccessfully. 
 
All-in-all a satisfying year’s birding and we look forward to continuing our enjoyment and education in 2018. 

 

Pete Sadler 
  

 

Craft Group                                                                                 
 
The first meeting of the year, attended by 15 members was a 
planning meeting. In February and March we are making Japanese 
Kusudama paper flowers and putting them together to make 
hanging balls. Later in the year we’ll tackle Somerset patchwork, 
Quilling, decorating glass and assorted greetings cards. We meet on 
the 4th Thursday of the month and still have room for a few new 
members.  
 

Carole Brown 
 

 

My girlfriend left me because I’m colour blind.  It was a massive shock, came right 

out of the purple. 

I never wanted to believe my dad was stealing from his job as a road worker, but 

when I got home all the signs were there. 

It all starts innocently, mixing chocolate and Rice Krispies,but before you know it 

you’re adding raisins and marshmallows – it’s a rocky road. 
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Family History______________________________ 
 
Our meeting in November began with a presentation by Janet on her relatives, on both 
her mother’s and her father’s side. It was good to see from an investigation using census 
records, birth certificates etc, how people moved about the country and changed 
occupation over time. This was followed by Mike explaining a puzzle about his grandmother, where researching 
a range of records had led to a surprising conclusion. 
 
In December we welcomed Keith Oseman from Long Eaton. Keith gave a very polished presentation on the 
subject of names, both given names and surnames. Surnames have an interesting history – they began in the 
13th and 14th centuries – and fall into a number of types. Sometimes people changed names, for various reasons 
and not necessarily by deed poll, and this can make life difficult for family history researchers. Plentiful examples 
meant that group members learned a great deal. Following the talk, we enjoyed a Christmas fuddle. 
 
In January we heard a talk by Mike on some of his Balson relatives. Albert went to Antarctica with Scott; and 
Ralph emigrated to Australia, being a founder of the modernist movement in Australian art. Mike brought along 
several artefacts and old documents, which had helped in his research.  After a break Chris gave a brief 
presentation on tips for using PowerPoint. 

 

Chris O’Brien 

 

 

 

 

Knit, Crochet and Natter____________________ 

It is open to all even if you are picking up 
the knitting needles/crochet hooks for the first time. I hope you 
will enjoy a good like-minded chat whilst knitting and 
crocheting and will pick up hints and tips from each other - 

"purls" of wisdom! I bring my supply of books for members to 
refer to. I also bring a small supply of yarns, needles and hooks. 
Learning to crochet is worth trying- if you make a mistake you 
have only one stitch to pick up.  

I have taken up sock knitting now that I realise that they can be knit on a circular needle using the magic 
loop method using some self-patterning colourful sock yarns- just knit and the pattern evolves. It is also a 
portable project. I love the comfort of hand knitted socks not to mention the therapy of knitting them. You 
can obtain sock yarns and a free pattern from most yarn shops.  

My recent project has been crocheting string/market/tote bags - easy to make as your first crochet project 
not to mention granny squares. I am hoping to 
complete my waistcoat which is a long-lost project (almost 
complete) but have not touched for 2 years...shall I call it 
my Brexit project?  

I am hoping to commence a second knit, crochet and natter 
group on a Tuesday afternoon 2-4 p.m.  I shall be taking 
names at the group fair. I know there are members who 
have expressed an interest in attending on a Tuesday who I 
hope to be in touch with.  
 

Sheila Schierbaum 
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Long Walks_____________________________________ 
In December 2017, Sue, Anne and Mike led 8 us on an 8 mile walk around Sherwood 
Forest 

As the whole area had had a 
covering of snow, we had to 
make sure that the roads were 
clear to get to Edwinstowe. We 
started at the Visitor Centre 
which luckily had reopened 
after being closed due to bad 
weather over the weekend. 
Walking in a Westward 
direction along the southern 
edge of the forest, all the trees 
had a light covering of snow 
giving them a real Christmasy 
look. Sue explained the 
formation of stag-headed old 
oak trees and pointed out the 
burr growth on many of the 

trunks. Taking a northwards parallel path to the Robin Hood Way, the trees changed from oak to chestnuts 
with a considerable number of birds seen in both types. Coffee stop was on snow covered logs which ensured 
we did not linger too long! A little further along the track we made a small diversion to visit Thynghowe, a 
Viking era meeting point as explained by Sue from a Wikipedia article. This also provided another set of snow 
covered logs for our lunch stop. Luckily, for most of the day we were in brilliant sunshine which gave us some 
warmth. Soon after this we turned eastwards along the edge of Budby South Forest with much more open 
ground and views. For the final stretch, we turned back into the forest to return to the Visitor Centre for a 
welcome hot drink.  
 
In January, Sue led 19 of us on a 9 1/2 mile walk from Clifton 
 After travelling to the start at Clifton using the tram system, we started out having to scurry across the A453 
in a “Wainwright” fashion. However, we were soon onto the quiet old road and into Clifton Wood. The 
descent through the trees to river level was the only significant slope of the day. Although the walk started in 
brilliant sunshine, the clouds soon rolled in so we were hoping to be able to warm ourselves in the café by the 
Farm Shop in Barton in Fabis. Unfortunately, although the shop was open, the café is closed on a Monday. 
We had to make do with our own drinks having found seats in and around the churchyard. Spring appeared 
to be on its way as we saw primroses and snowdrops. Sue gave us some information about the history of 
Barton in Fabis before we set off across the fields and back towards Clifton Wood. The near freezing 
temperature had the advantage that a lot of the mud around farm buildings and elsewhere was partially 
frozen. We then joined the Trent Valley Way to walk alongside the river and the outskirts of Clifton. After all 
the recent rain the river was in spate. We crossed the river via the Halfpenny Bridge and after crossing the 
A453 again reached the relative calm of the path alongside the Leen and eventually Gregory Street. Here, a 
number of us decided to cut the walk short and take the tram back to Beeston. About 6 intrepid walkers 
followed Sue via the canal and the University Park back to Beeston. In spite of the drab weather, we had an 
enjoyable walk. 

Mike Allery 

 

Murder Book Group__________________________       
 
The books for the forthcoming months  are: 
March: The Rebus series by Ian Rankin (Knots and Crosses being the 1st book) 
April: The Inspector McLevy Mysteries by David Ashton ( The Shadow of the 
Serpent) 
May: The Doctor Ruth Galloway series by Ellie Griffiths (The Crossing Places) 
June: The Inspector Lynley series by Elizabeth George (A Great Deliverance) 
As a group we have been introduced to some very different thrillers over the last months.  Some of which 
have been very violent but these have been contrasted with quite gentle murder books - if one can ever say 
that murder is gentle!  We do use criteria to rate them but, over the three years, there have only been two 
outstanding books: Dissolution by C. J. Sansom and the Resnick series by John Harvey both of which have 
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scored a near perfect 20.  They are quite contrasting crime books with Sansom's set in the world of Henry 
VIII at the time of the dissolution of the monasteries and Resnick set in Nottingham in the 70's and 80's.  
Why did we like these in particular?  Sansom's books are skilfully written and we all felt that they had 
increased our understanding of the historical period in which they are set.  The setting also rated highly in our 
admiration for John Harvey as we could walk through Nottingham with his detective, Resnick.  They are also 
well researched and written.  Maybe we shall find some crime books in our forthcoming programme to rival 
them. 
 
My thanks to everyone who has now led the monthly meeting.  Also, my thanks to Sergio of the White Lion 
who has put up with us.  We are, unfortunately full, and cannot take any new members until existing 
participants leave.  There is, however, the chance to be placed on a waiting list. 
 

Helen Stewart 

 

Indoor Games 

Bridge                                       
We play friendly Rubber Bridge - ACOL system. We 

welcome all levels of Bridge players except complete 

beginners.  It is quite different to many Bridge clubs in 

that we do talk to each other about the game, 

discussing different bidding techniques or how we 

could have bid!!  - always in the friendliest manner and 

with no blame attached. If you enjoy bridge and want 

to improve and to meet similar minded Bridge players 

do please come and join us. Weekly attendance is not 

essential, just join us on the days you are free.  We look 

forward to welcoming new members and if you would 

like further information, please contact me either by 

phone or email.  0115 

9283707    hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk                        

Pauline Bright 

Canasta_____                     
Briefly Canasta is played with 2 packs of identical 

cards and is an extension of rummy, where the aim is 

to make canastas or 7 cards of the same rank, 

sometimes with wild cards used to make up the set. 

The emphasis is to score points with canastas with 

comparatively little emphasis on going out.  It is 

essentially designed for 4 hand partnership play 

making it popular with bridge players, but there are 

also 2, 3 & 5 hand versions. 

We meet on a Thursday morning on a fortnightly basis 

between 9.30 and 12.00 at the BMC. Whether a 

beginner or improver, if you are interested in joining, 

please contact me by phone or email. 

paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk  

Paul Pinnock 

Rummikub____   ___   __  
 

We continue to meet on the second Monday of the 

month at 1.45pm.  Several members arrive at 1.30 to 

help set up the tables.  We are a friendly and well 

attended Group.  The game is fun and very easy to 

learn.  New members are always welcome. 

0115 9257836 or pautill3@gmail.com                  

Pauline Tilley 

 

Scrabble                            
 
The Scrabble Group meets fortnightly on 1st and 3 rd 

Tuesday at 2 pm in the Epworth room at the Beeston 

Methodist Church.  We are a friendly Group and 

would love to have more players. Depending on 

numbers, we divide into groups of 2, 3, or 4 players.  

Learners are helped, and play against less 

accomplished players.  We usually manage 2 or 3 

games with an interval for refreshments. 

If you are interested contact me by phone or email  

0115 8541359 or marydot2@virginmedia.com   

Mary Truswell 

Mah-jong                                                                      
Mah-jong is a very entertaining Chinese game played by 4 players.  Beginners are welcome. The game has 

similarities to Gin Rummy but played with tiles.  Learners can sit and watch initially, but nothing beats “having a 

go”. 

We have a mixture of abilities in the Group including a good number who had never played before the Group 

was set up. 

Contact Eleanor Hickie 0115 9701747  e.hickie852@btinternet.com  Eleanor Hickie 

 

 

mailto:hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:pautill3@gmail.com
mailto:marydot2@virginmedia.com
mailto:e.hickie852@btinternet.com
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Music_________________________________________                                            
 
Our small group continues to meet monthly, albeit with a recent change of Leader! 
Graham and Sue stepped down after a few years of producing a harmonious balance of 
music each month in accordance with a chosen theme.  There is no requirement to be a 
musician to join the group, only an interest in listening to music!  Last season we 
covered Jazz, Sea Songs, Music Hall and American music.  Then we started to travel 
musically around the British isles with Scottish and Welsh music now ticked off the list.  We covered the years 
1900 to 1939 and had visitors to talk about music to us.  Knowing that vinyl is making a comeback, this has 
also been included for the coming season and folk music will again be making a return.  All the ideas for the 
monthly playlist come from the group members themselves who bring a CD or Tablet with music downloaded 
and we all listen;  this makes for a varied selection as we all have different tastes, and you may find a genre 
that you like and have never listened to before!  I am delighted to have been part of the Group for a while and 
I am now its Leader.  

 

Karin Williams 
 

 

Photography_____________________________________                                                                                  
2017 saw some of our photography shoots disrupted 
by bad weather. However, the group successfully 
photographed, among others, Shardlow, Melbourne 
village and Nottingham’s Rock Cemetery.  
  
Several shoots have already been planned for 2018, including Beeston 
Lock and surrounding area, the Nottingham University’s Jubilee campus 
and Derby city centre. These will take place in February, April and June 
respectively, weather permitting.  
 
The shoots will be interspersed with indoor meetings (March, May & 

June) where we will review and assess the results our images from these outings. All sessions take place on 
the 4th Wednesday in the month and our indoor sessions are held at Beeston Resource Centre, Middle Street. 

  
If you wish to know more please contact our membership secretary, Regine Gunston, at 
regine.gunston@gmail.com  

  

Christine Hibbert  
 

 

 

 

Singing for fun___________________________________                                                                             
 

The singers got together with the ukulele group for the Christmas Open Meeting, singing 
favourites such as When the Red, Red Robin, Go Tell it on the Mountain, Calypso Carol and Jingle Bell Rock. 
We also sang Silver Bells and the beautiful O Holy Night. Our efforts received warm applause and the final We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas also had audience participation. 
 
All are welcome to join us in 2018. 
 

Eilleen Parr 
 

 

mailto:regine.gunston@gmail.com
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Wine Appreciation 3__________________________________ 

The first meeting of the new Wine Appreciation Group 3 will be on Thursday 19 April at 2pm at 
the White Lion, Beeston. Thereafter, we will meet on the third Thursday of each month. 

The aim of the group is similar to the other two wine appreciation groups, offering the opportunity to explore, 
taste and discuss wines from different regions or made from particular grape varieties. Each tasting will have 
a theme. Future themes will be discussed and agreed at group meetings. 

Prices of the wines will vary, depending on the quality and the theme, and each meeting will cover a range.  

Glasses will be provided by U3A, but members may bring their own tasting glasses if they wish. 

To get the group started, the first tasting will be Italian wines from Northern and Central Italy. It will include 
red and white wines, with some old favourites and a couple of more unusual grape varieties. The exact 
number of wines tasted, and the cost of the meeting, about £6 to £8 per person, will be decided by the 
members of the group present at the meeting.  

I will be at the U3A Group Fair on 1st March to meet potential members and to answer questions about the 
group, or if you need any more information, please contact me by email: j.l.scottow@tesco.net  

John Scottow 

 

The marriage guidance counsellor told me I should treat my wife like it’s our first 

date.  So last night, I took her out for dinner then dropped her off at her parents. 

 

 

Writing for Pleasure_________________________________________ 
 

And the Winner Is........... 
or How Beeston U3A Writing For Pleasure Group Ran its First Competition. 
 
Back in March 2017 our writing group launched its first attempt at a short story writing competition.  We 
opened it to everyone in Beeston U3A as we felt that there were probably some secret writers around who 
could not or would not come along to our twice monthly meetings.  In a spirit of cooperation and fun we also 
invited members of our Cluster U3A writing groups to enter as well.  
Wanting to run a competition and actually doing so 
posed different challenges.  Selecting a theme was 
easy: we said that any song title could be used to 
inspire the writing.  It then occurred to us that we had 
to warn competitors that, although the titles were not 
copyright, the words of the songs were and they could 
not be quoted as part of the story. 
The second hurdle was to put together a set of 
guidelines and instructions to email to anyone 

interested in entering.  Luckily, one of our members 
belongs to a Nottingham writing group and she was 
able to give us advice about the wording and 
formatting of our handouts.  She also kindly offered to 
take charge of the stories as they came in and to keep 
records of the pseudonyms used by each entry.  
Pseudonyms were used to ensure that there was no bias when it came to the judging process. 
By September we had received thirty-four stories.  We were utterly delighted with such a positive response.  
As a group we then had to whittle down the entries from thirty-four to a manageable eighteen.  From there 
we reduced them to five and then the winner was selected from the final three.  The latter was easy.  It so 

mailto:j.l.scottow@tesco.net
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happened that a local, professional writer, Sam Maxfield,  best known for her Mapton series of books, had 
been a guest at one of our monthly meetings.  Sam very kindly agreed to select the winning short story.  
What was not so straight forward was reducing the thirty-four to eighteen and then to five. 
A session in October was set aside for a grand read and, using some set criteria previously used in another 
competition, we tackled our first stage of reducing the entries.  All eighteen members of the group read, on 
average, four stories each; avoiding their own entry, naturally.  At the next meeting we changed the criteria 
and managed to decide on our favourite five.  It was not a smooth process where individual taste, obviously, 
played a part.  The stories themselves were all  extremely well written and worth reading which, again, made 
it difficult to select.  Unfortunately, one or two excellent stories broke our simple rules and were eventually 
removed from the final; they went over the 2,000 word limit (yes, we did double check) or the writer 
accidently revealed their own name.  
Eventually, a winner and two runners up were picked by Sam Maxfield in time for the December Open 
Meeting where the name was announced.  Susan Daley, the leader of Ilkeston U3A's writing group, won the 
competition with her story "Man Upstairs" and was presented with a book token for £25.00 donated by 
Beeston U3A Committee.  The two runners up were members of Beeston U3A's Writing For Pleasure Group.  
All three stories can be read on our website: helenbeestonu3a.co.uk. 
Will we do it again?  We have already begun the process to run another competition in 2018.  It was an 
enjoyable experience and one which helped those in our group to improve as writers.  What would we 
change? We have agonised long and hard over our criteria and have, we hope, now settled on a process 
which will satisfy everyone balancing subjectivity with tangible criteria.  We have even selected our theme and 
are now looking forward to launching the 2018 Short Story Writing Competition during April's Open meeting.  

 

Helen Stewart 
 

 
 
"Man Upstairs" by Sue Daley 
 
The red ‘On Air’ light glows its warning as Daisy slides the knobs up the control panel to open her 
broadcast. 
 ‘Good evening.  This is Daisy Whitby.  Welcome to my Wednesday programme, Swing with 
Daisy.  I do hope you’ll relax and enjoy some classic music from the 1940s and 50s, as well as some 
modern swing revival.  Tonight I would like to dedicate this programme to a wonderful lady – Mavis 
Widdowson.  Over the past couple of weeks, Mavis has shared her memories of Saturday nights at the 
Palais dance-hall during the Second World War and has given me lots of ideas for the show, as well as 
some good advice. 
 ‘Also this evening I will be welcoming a guest into the studio.  But more of that later.  Now, 
for our first tune this evening we’ll be taking a ride on Duke Ellington’s classic “Take the A Train”. 
 Daisy presses the play button, allowing the rich sound of the orchestra to vibrate through the 
airwaves.  After lining up two more tracks, she sits back to wait for her guest. 
 
Daisy had met Mavis two weeks ago.  As a volunteer for the local hospital radio, Daisy not only 
produced a programme but she was also required to visit patients to collect their requests. 
 She hummed to herself as she negotiated her way to the ward indicated on her list.  The 
hospital was huge and although there was a map in the office, Daisy kept things simple by always 
using the same routes.  She travelled down in the lift then walked through the busy ground floor.  This 
was where patients were ferried in and out of the hospital, relatives tried to memorise the directions 
given by staff or consumed numerous cups of murky tea or coffee in the café. 
 She negotiated the corner and took the next lift up to the quieter, higher floors. 
 The sounds of the thrumming double bass still reverberated around her head.  It was her new 
neighbour’s fault – the one in the upstairs flat.  The sound of the instrument had seeped through the 
floorboards and into her living space.  At first she’d been annoyed that, yet again, she would have to 
put up with the music of other people’s lives, but really she knew that in her block of flats there would 
never be any escape from footsteps, flushing toilets and other extraneous noises.   
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After a couple of evenings of swing and rock rhythms she found her toe tapping and realised 
that the deep resonance of the expertly handled double bass was much better than her previous 
neighbour’s penchant for Black Sabbath. 

Daisy pressed the buzzer for access into the ward and dowsed her hands with antiseptic gel.  
Once inside she made her way to the far end; request slips at the ready. 

She smiled brightly at a woman propped up amongst a mound of pillows, ‘Hello, I’m Daisy 
from the Hospital Radio.  Can we play you a request on one of our shows?’ 

Hazel eyes twinkled in acknowledgement of the introduction and grey curls bobbed as the 
woman indicated the empty chair next to the bed.  ‘That’d be lovely.  Now… let me think a minute.’ 

‘Are you set up to listen to the radio?’ Daisy indicated the grey monitor and headphones on 
the extendable arm that jutted out of the wall.  ‘The radio’s free, but you have to pay for the telly.’ 

‘Oh yes.  Yes.  A lovely man set me up last week and I’ve been listening every evening.  That 
Swing with Daisy show’s best.  Right up my street.’ 
 Daisy blushed, ‘That’s my programme.’ 
 ‘Course.  You said you’re Daisy.  I’m Mavis.  But you look far too young to know about music 
from the 40s.  And rock ‘n’ roll.’ 
 Daisy’s eyes gleamed as she explained about her grandparents’ large record collection.  How 
they had loved all the big band stuff, as well as early rock.  It had been the music of their first meeting, 
their courtship and their wedding. 
 Mavis agreed, ‘Mine too, duck.’ 
 ‘Granddad used to dance round the room with me when I was little; singing along to every 
tune.  I love the music and I still love to dance.’ 
 Mavis nodded, ‘I used to dance too.  What I’d give for a good pair of pins again.’  She patted 
the sheet covering her legs. 
 ‘It’s very energetic.’ 
 ‘Your programme takes me back to the good times we had at the Palais on Saturday nights. 
During the War… music and dancing was our way of forgetting about them awful things happening in 
the world.  We really looked forward to Saturdays.  Good bands and lots of airmen and soldiers to 
dance with.’  A surprisingly girlish giggle escaped Mavis’s lips. 
 Daisy could well image Mavis as a vivacious young woman who had enjoyed lots of attention. 
 ‘Got it.  Something I’d like you to play.  Your visit’s put me in a good mood, so I’ll have Glenn 
Miller’s In the Mood. 
 Daisy frowned and stared into space. 
 ‘Something the matter, duck?’ 
 ‘No… sorry.  It’s just that I’ve been trying to think of the title of a tune – and that might be it.’  
She explained about her neighbour and the double bass; about the smooth rounded notes and the 
infectious beat.  ‘At first I was annoyed – I’d had problems with loud music before - but now I love it.  
And the musician’s really good.’ 
 ‘That’s good.  You know, you ought to find out who’s playing.’  Mavis instructed firmly. 
 Daisy vaguely nodded. 
 
On her next visit, Daisy was greeted enthusiastically with Mavis’s appreciation of the last programme.  
‘Lovely show the other night, duck.  I even liked the new stuff.  Funny names, though… Big Daddy 
thingy…’ 
 ‘Big Bad Voodoo Daddy.’ 
 Both women laughed. 
 ‘Could’ve played at the Palais,’ reflected Mavis. 
 ‘Why don’t you tell me some more.’ 
 Mavis’s descriptions were vivid; the excitement while waiting to get into the dance-hall, then 
the strong rhythms, the smoky atmosphere, the laughter, the swirling figures and the flirtatious 
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banter.  All of them sharp in her memory.  Daisy eagerly embraced each new snippet as it was lovingly 
revealed.  It was like the lines of individual songs coming together to make a complete album. 
 Mavis spoke of her fiancé, away fighting in North Africa and then the unlooked for connection 
with a handsome Canadian airman.  About the growing dilemma of whether she would have to make 
a choice between Bill, the solid dependable sweetheart who was a long way away, or Doug, the tall 
dark man from Ontario who was just an arm’s length away. 
 Moisture glistened in the corner of her eye, ‘He was such a good dancer…’  Mavis’s voice 
cracked with memories. 
 For a few seconds there was silence.  Then with a faint smile Mavis said, ‘Now that was a long 
time ago.  What about that neighbour of yours?  Have you seen him yet?’ 
 ‘Perhaps it’s not a man.’ 
 ‘Course it is.  A handsome young man, who plays lovely music.’ 
 Daisy supressed a smile and allowed Mavis to continue with her fantasy.  ‘You must say hello.  
Talk about music.  Grasp the opportunity.  You might fancy him.  Ooo, I do love a bit of romance.’ 
 Daisy was uncertain.  The wonderful music that wafted through the intervening layers of 
wood and plaster was welcome and she listened while writing her playlists for her programme, which 
somehow made the job easier.  Did she really want to find out who lived upstairs?  Break the spell? 
 ‘Now who’s the bloke on Thursdays?’ Mavis’s question broke into Daisy’s thoughts.  ‘Had a 
guest with him.’  Her eyes were shiny with intent.  ‘You could ask your neighbour to come onto your 
show.’ 
 ‘I don’t know…’  Daisy chewed her bottom lip. 
 The pale blue-veined hand patted the slim tanned one, ‘I don’t mean to meddle.  You’re a 
lovely girl.  P’haps you shouldn’t go knocking on a stranger’s door.’  Mavis careered on before Daisy 
could reply.  ‘It’d be real interesting though… having a mystery bass player on your show.  Lots of 
patients here would love someone talking about their music.  Especially from that time’ 
 
Later that evening, Daisy had stood outside the door with her hand raised but not yet making contact 
with the wood.  She could hear the rhythmic strumming of the double bass.  She chewed her lip and 
took a very, very deep breath. 
 

‘That request was for Jill Bentley in Ward D12, who’s a great Elvis fan.  You’re listening to 
Swing with Daisy and in a minute I’m going to introduce you to my special guest.  Someone who loves 
the big band sound as well as rock ‘n’ roll. 
 ‘But first, if you were listening earlier, you’d have heard me dedicate this show to Mavis 
Widdowson.  I know you’re listening Mavis.  I’ve got a surprise for you. 
 ‘Now I have pleasure in introducing a wonderful, very accomplished double bass player – 
Harry James.’ 
 ‘Good evening.’ 
 ‘Thank you for coming in Harry.  Before I start talking to Harry, I just want all you listeners to 
know that he has been playing the music he loves, for a long time and continues to do so… at the age 
of eighty-two.' 
 
 

------@@@@@@------ 
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BEESTON U3A GROUPS LIST 
BEESTON U3A GROUPS LIST 

GROUP LEADER & TEL NO. 

EMAIL 
MEETINGS HELD VENUE 

Ambling Glenis Fisher  0115 8752336 
glenis.fisher@yahoo.com 

Monthly. 3rd 
Wednesday in the month 

Various Venues 

Architecture Di Fischer-Harman  0115 9252353 
difschr@yahoo.co.uk 

Monthly. 1st Tuesday 
10.30 

Pearson Centre 

Art Gallery Visits Barbara Johnson  01159 257276  
barbara.e.johnson@btinternet.com 
Nadya Lancaster  0115 9257920 
nadya.lancaster@btopenworld.com 

Monthly. 3rd Thursday. 
2.00pm 

Beeston Methodist 
Church Or Gallery 
Visits 

Art History and 
Appreciation 1 

Anne Pinnock 
anne.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk 
Frances Nugent 
Frances.nugent@btinternet.com 

Monthly. 4th Tuesday 
10.30 – 12.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Art History and 
Appreciation 2 

Janet Hunt 
janet.hunt2@hotmail.com 
Frances Nugent 
Frances.nugent@btinternet.com 

Monthly. 4th Tuesday. 
1.30 – 3.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Astronomy Richard Dinsdale 
dinsdale1@ntlworld.com 

Contact leader for 
further details 

 

Badminton Anne and John Dubbury  
01159 226470  
johndubbury@btinternet.com 

Weekly on Wednesdays. 
10.15 – 11.30 

Pearson Centre 

Beeston Real Ale 
Group BRAG 

Peter Lee  0115 9176846 
peter.lee@ntlworld.com 
Louise Lee  01159 176846" 

Contact leader Various Venues 

Birdwatching Peter Sadler  0115 9171315 
psadler197@gmail.com 

The 2nd week of the 
month (the day is 
variable) 

Various Venues 

Book Group 1 Jane Smith  0115 9226643 
ejslarch@outlook.com 

Monthly. 2nd Tuesday. 
Group is currently full 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Book Group 2 
Between the 
covers 

Elaine Neville  01159 289146 
eneville1@hotmail.co.uk 

Monthly. 3rd Monday. 
1.30 

The White Lion 

Book Group 3 
Murder Books 

Helen Stewart  0115 9227717 
Helen.stewart1@btinternet.com 

1st Wednesday of the 
month  1.30 

The White Lion 

Book group 4 
Readers 
Rendezvous 

Alison Wilson  0115 9431019 
alison@solidus.co.uk 

3rd Thursday of the 
month 2.00-3.00 

The White Lion 

Book Group 5 The 
Fifth Chapter 

Ginny Lawes  07968 721487 
ginny.psych@ntlworld.com 

Monthly.  2nd 
Wednesday  10.00-12.00 

The White Lion 

Bowls Peter Noon  0115 9288131 
peternoon70@gmail.com 

A 4 week course of 
tuition. Individuals may 
continue independently 

Nottingham Indoor 
Bowls Club 

Bridge Pauline Bright  0115 9283707 
hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk 

Weekly. Monday. 
2.00pm- 4.00pm. 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Buddies Zena Benson  0115 9727058 
zezebe@msn.com 

Monthly Last Friday. 
10.30am. 

The White Lion 

Canasta Paul Pinnock  01159 431012 
paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk 

2nd and 4th Thursday 
9.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Cinema and Film Alan Windsor  01159 221976 
alanwindsor@ntlworld.com 

The 1st Tuesday in the 
week of the Open 
Meeting 10.30 

The White Lion 
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Craft Carole Brown  01159 253268 
c.brown929@btinternet.com 

Monthly 4th Thursday. 
1.30pm-4.00pm. 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Exploring 
Spirituality 

Richard Eddleston  0115 9252586 
riedd@btinternet.com 

Monthly 3rd Tuesday. 
10.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Family 
History/Genealogy 

Chris O’Brien  01159 221481 
contact.cob.uk@gmail.com  

Monthly. 3rd 
Wednesday. 10.00am, 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

French 
Conversation 
(not for beginners) 

Ivan Jones 
hemingtondla@aol.com 

2nd and 4th Mondays of 
the month 9.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Garden Visits Sandra Banks  0115 9285031 
sandy.banks@talktalk.net 

2nd Wednesday of the 
month 10.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church And 
Visits 

German 
Conversation 

Rosie McCoy 
Rosiemccoy55@yahoo.co.uk 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
the month 10.00-11.00 

The White Lion 

German for 
Beginners 

Rosie McCoy 
Rosiemccoy55@yahoo.co.uk 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
the month 10.00-11.00 

The White Lion 

History Ron Jones  0115 9258093 
ronjones@outlook.com 

Monthly. 2nd Friday 
10.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

International 
Dance 

Gillian Morral  0115 9171831 
gill.morral@ntlworld.com 

Monthly 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays 10.00 – 12.00 

Church Of The 
Assumption, Church 
Hall, Foster Ave 

Italian Brendan Murphy  0115 9252558 
brendanmurphy1000@gmail.com 

1st & 3rd Fridays 9.30 - 
11.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Jazz Appreciation Eileen Overton 
eileenoverton@googlemail.com 

2nd Wednesday of the 
month 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Knitting And 
Crochet Group 

Sheila Schierbaum  0115 9497433 
sheilaschierbaum@btinternet.com 

Monthly 3rd Thursday. 
14.00 

The Youth Room, 
Beeston Methodist 
Church, 

Latin Lindsay Litton  0115 9259413 
lindsaylitton5@gmail.com 

Monthly. 3rd 
Wednesday 9.45 - 11.15 

Main Church, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Latin for Beginners Brendan Murphy  0115 9252558 
brendanmurphy1000@gmail.com 

2nd and 4th Fridays of 
the month 9.30 - 11.00 

Youth Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Learn To Program 
IT 

Jeff Watkins  07896769994 
jeffwatkins2000@gmail.com 

12 week course  

Lets “Right” 
Shakespeare 

Di Fischer-Harman  0115 9252353 
difschr@yahoo.co.uk 

4th Monday of each 
Month 1.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Lunch Group 1 Glenis Fisher  0115 8752336 
glenis.fisher@yahoo.com 

Monthly in the last week 
of the month, varying 
day 

Various Venues 

Lunch Group 2 
“Two Lunch” 

Peter Lyons  0115 9165802 
peterlyons7@ntlworld.com 

Monthly in the third 
week of the month, 
varying day 

Various Venues 

Mah-Jong Eleanor Hickie  0115 9701747 
e.hickie852@btinternet.com 

1st and 3rd Wednesday 
in the month 14.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Music Karin Williams  07811724109 
kewilli@ntlworld.com 

Monthly. 3rd Thursday  
10.00-11.30 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Philosophy And 
Religion 

Geoff Bagley  0115 9258801 
geoffbagley@me.com 

1st Monday of the 
month 10.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Photography Regine Gunston  0115 9258098 
regine.gunston@gmail.com 

4th Wednesday of the 
month 10.00 

Various Venues 

Play Reading Suzan Gokova  0115 9289972 
suzangokova@gmail.com 

 3rd Friday of the month 
14.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Poetry 
Appreciation 

Joan Whiting  0115 9226975 
joan.whiting@ntlworld.com 

3rd Tuesday of the 
month 13.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Practical 
Gardening 

Margaret Richardson 0115 9287645 
mrichardson14@hotmail.com 

1st Tuesday in the 
month 10.00 (from April) 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 
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Practical Art 
Group 

Celia Scottow 
cmhscottow@gmail.com 

1st and 3rd Thursday of 
the month 

Conservative Club 
Station Road, Beeston 

Psychology And 
Sociology 

Di Fischer-Harman  0115 9252353 
difschr@yahoo.co.uk 

4th Monday of the 
month 10.30 

Pearson Centre 

Quiz Jean Evans  0115 9222238 
jean.evans1940@btinternet.com 

3rd Friday of the month 
10.30 

The White Lion 

Recorders Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock  
 eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com 

Second and fourth 
Wednesdays in the 
month 14.00-16.00 

The White Lion 

Rummikub Pauline Tilley  0115 9257836 
pautill3@gmail.com 

2nd Monday of the 
month 14.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Science Brian Tuck 01159 430298 
briantuck@btinternet.com 

1st Wednesday of the 
month 10.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Scottish Country 
Dancing 

Sue Morrison  0115 9164691 
sue.morrison2@ntlworld.com 

2nd, 3rd and 5th (if any) 
Thursdays of the month 
10.15 

Church Hall, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Scrabble Mary Truswell  0115 9258033 
marydot2@virginmedia.com 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
the month 14.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Searching 
Antiques 

Barry Lupton  0115 9677224 
bazmarg@hotmail.com 

3rd Monday of the month 
12.00 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Singing For Fun Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock  
 eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com 

4th Thursday of the 
month 10.00-12.00 

Main Church, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Spanish 
Conversation 

Irene Brown  01159 815658 
irenenbrown28@gmail.com 

2nd and 4th Mondays of 
the month 11.00-12.30 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Table Tennis 1 Janet Hoult  01159 256048 
janet@jandee.co.uk 

Every Monday in term 
time 10.00 

Pearson Centre 

Table Tennis 2 Kathryn Deane 0115 9222926 
kcadeane@hotmail.co.uk 

Every Monday in term 
time 11.10 

Pearson Centre 

Table Tennis 3 Helen Perbet 
helenperbet@btinternet.com 

Every Thursday in term 
time 10.00 

Pearson Centre 

Theatre Outings Evelyn Gurd  01159 281983 
evegurd@yahoo.com 

1st Tuesday of the 
month 14.00 

Guild Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Ukulele Group 1 
“Ukulele 
Strummers” 

Susan Greaves  0115 9848465 
sue.greaves2@gmail.com 

2nd and 4th Thursdays of 
the month 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church 

Ukulele Group 2 
(for beginners) 

Peter Goulding 0115 8751489 
pgoulding@live.co.uk 

Wednesdays 10.00 – 
12.00 1st and 3rd of the 
month 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Understanding the 
landscape 

Richard Dinsdale 
dinsdale1@ntlworld.com 

Contact leader for 
further details 

 

Walks (Long) Michael Allery  01159 177150 
mushnpuss@gmail.com 

Once a month, in the 
middle of the month. 

Various Venues 

Walks (Medium) 
Group 1 

Alan Bailey  0115 9164574 
alanbailey@virginmedia.com 

Last 2 weeks of the 
month, Tue, Wed or Thur 

Various Venues 

Walks (Medium) 
Group 2 

Naomi Milner 01158 773233 
andrewmilner01@gmail.com 

Various Various Venues 

Walks (Short) Ivor Case  01158 752303 
case@onetel.com 

Second week in each 
month, day varies 

Various Venues 

What the papers 
say 

Karen Stainer 0115 9253332 
Stainer_696@msn.com 

3rd Friday of the month 
14.00  

Beeston Library 

Whist Barbara Rawlinson 
b.rawlinson1@ntlworld.com 

Contact leader for 
further details 

Wesley Room, Beeston 
Methodist Church, 

Wine Appreciation Piers Krause 0115 9284988 
pierskrause@yahoo.co.uk 

1st Tuesday of the month 
14.00 

White Lion, Beeston 

Wine Appreciation 
2 

Adrian Shipway  
arshipway@yahoo.co.uk 

2nd Tuesday of the 
month 

White Lion, Beeston 
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Wine Appreciation 
3 

John Scottow 
j.l.scottow@tesco.net 

3rd Thursday of the 
month 

White Lion, Beeston 

Writing for 
Pleasure 

Helen Stewart 0115 9227717 
Helen.stewart1@btinternet.com 

1st Wednesday of the 
month 

Pearson Centre 

Yoga Kathryn Coupland 
kathryncoupland@hotmail.com 

This group is full at the 
moment 

Beeston Methodist 
Church 

Members are encouraged to contact leaders for up-to-date information.  Please be aware that members 
participate in all group activities entirely at their own risk. 
We are now able to offer a total of 75 groups, and additional new groups are just starting up which probably 
need supporting. Where the group is full and unable to take new members, a second (or even fifth!) group 
may start up to accommodate new members. 
Group Co-ordinator: Chris Chater email johnchater1@sky.com 

 

Beeston U3A Committee 
NAME POSITION Email Address 

Sue Blackley Chair chair@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Chris Chater Group Coordinator johnchater1@sky.com 

Malcom 

Brookbanks 

Treasurer  treasurer@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Richard Eddleston Business Secretary riedd@btinternet.com 

Lucy Beardsley Speaker Seeker/ 

Outings Organiser 

lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk 

Margot Gale Membership Secretary/ 

Vice Chair 

margot.gale@hotmail.co.uk 

Marie Potts Committee member editor@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Celia Billau Communications 

Officer 

communications@beestonu3a.org.uk 

Elizabeth Le 

Marchant Brock 

Minutes Secretary eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com 

Steve Austin Website/ 

Publicity Officer 

stephen.austin@ntlworld.com 

Breda Cooper Committee Member bredacooper@btinternet.com 

Jo Muxlow Social Fund Treasurer jomuxlow@btinternet.com 

Janis Patterson Events Organiser janis_patterson@sky.com 

 

Newsletter  

Our quarterly newsletter is sent out by email.  If you are not on email, and you attend the meeting, 
please collect your copy from Celia at the monthly meetings in March, June, September and 
December.  If you cannot attend the Monthly meeting, it has been the practise that a copy is posted 
to you. 
If you do not have email but have a friend or relative who could receive the email copy for you, an 
“email buddy”, then let me know the email address of that person.  This will save on postage costs, 
which are quite considerable. 
Additional Bulletins are sent out in between the newsletters and these are only emailed out to 
members.  Other announcements are also made by email.  It would help to keep everyone “in the 
loop” if members with no email provide us with an email buddy email, or if members could keep their 
friends up to date when they know they don’t receive emails. 
 

  

mailto:chair@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:johnchater1@sky.com
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Free Legal Advice for U3A Members 

A 24 hour helpline, 7 days a week is provided for all members to provide a seamless service with 
the right expert for even complex queries.  This service is provided by Arc Legal Assistance in 
partnership with Irwin Mitchell Solicitors.  Telephone 0344 770 1040 Quote – U3A Legal Helpline 

Did you know that you can sign up for to a Broxtowe Community Newsletter and receive 

regular information from the Neighbourhood Policing Team about issues which affect the local 

community, such as burglaries in the area, scams that are being operated locally? You can 

sign up to receive the newsletter by emailing: alert@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk 

U3A National office have advised us that the Metropolitan Police have produced an excellent 

publication entitled “The Little Book of Big Scams” with a view to raising awareness of the 

scams currently operating in the UK and covering easy steps you can take to protect 

yourselves.  A copy can be downloaded by going to 

www.met.police.uk/docs/little_book_scam.pdf  or members can contact the Metropolitan 

Police on 02072301228 or email sterling@met.pnn.police.uk 

 

Open Meeting – Fire Procedure. 
  
After consultation with a representative from the Beeston Methodist Church, and discussion at our 
Committee Meeting, it was felt we should have a formal Fire Procedure for the Monthly Meeting.  
It is very simple:  
In the event of a fire leave via the nearest fire exit. If you are main church, you should exit from both 
upstairs and downstairs via the doors at the back (Chilwell Road end) of the church. Committee Members 
present in the main church will act as stewards and guide you towards these exits. 

 

 

mailto:alert@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk
http://www.met.police.uk/docs/little_book_scam.pdf
mailto:sterling@met.pnn.police.uk
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And Finally!  
 
Funny motor insurance claims 

"I was driving along the motorway when the police pulled me over onto the hard shoulder. 

Unfortunately I was in the middle lane and there was another car in the way.." 

"Going to work at 7am this morning I drove out of my drive straight into a bus. The bus was 5 

minutes early.."  

"The accident happened because I had one eye on the lorry in front, one eye on the pedestrian and 

the other on the car behind." 

"I started to slow down but the traffic was more stationary than I thought." 

The claimant had collided with a cow. The questions and answers on the claim form were Q: What 

warning was given by you?  A: Horn.  Q: What warning was given by the other party?  A: Moo. 

"I started to turn and it was at this point I noticed a camel and an elephant tethered at the verge. 

This distraction caused me to lose concentration and hit a bollard." 

"On approach to the traffic lights the car in front suddenly broke." 

"I didn't think the speed limit applied after midnight" 

"I knew the dog was possessive about the car but I would not have asked her to drive it if I had 

thought there was any risk." 

Q: Do you engage in motorcycling, hunting or any other pastimes of a hazardous nature? A: "I Watch the 

Lottery Show and listen to Terry Wogan." 

"First car stopped suddenly, second car hit first car and a haggis ran into the rear of second car." 

"Windscreen broken. Cause unknown. Probably Voodoo." 

"The car in front hit the pedestrian but he got up so I hit him again" 

"I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my mother-in-law and headed over the 

embankment." 

"The other car collided with mine without giving warning of its intention." 

"I collided with a stationary truck coming the other way" 

"A truck backed through my windshield into my wife's face" 

"A pedestrian hit me and went under my car" 


