
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING ON MONDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 

2015 AT CRMC STARTING AT 10AM 

 

1 Apologies: none 

Present: Sue Blackley, Lucy Beardsley, Breda Cooper, Jo Muxlow, Chris 

Chater, Richard Eddleston, Steve Austin, Margot Gale, Malcolm 

Brookbanks, Marie Potts and Elizabeth LeMB 

2 Minutes of November’s meeting – passed 

3 Matters Arising: Steve was still formulating a letter to be sent to the 

University of Nottingham.   

4 Chairman’s Report: Sue reported that all the tickets had been sold and 

the quiz is prepared. At present no other events were in the pipeline so 

suggestions and offer of help would be appreciated. The visit to the 

History Group had gone well and several members of the group were 

taking a lead and a programme is being drawn up.  

Treasurers Report: Income in the last month was £1990.00 and 

expenditure was £1678.41 leaving a balance of £10,536-90. 

Membership Secretary’s Report: We had 22 new members and 15 visitors 

at the last open meeting bringing the membership total to 572. 197 

people attended the open meeting.  Margot has checked with Karen and 

the church can take 400 people.  Margot asked how many groups were 

full – Chris said she would email all group leaders to find out if their 

groups were full.  Margot bought up her experiences of working on the 

new member’s desk the previous Thursday at the open meeting and after 

much discussion it was decided that the whole of the left side of the 

church hall would be given over to the new member’s desk, the visitor’s 

desk and the new member’s corner. To help clear some space in an 

overcrowded hall it was agreed that if we could move the serving of 

drinks back into the coffee bar in the foyer this would help.  Sue will 

contact Sheila to see if this is possible.                           CC/SB                                                              

Business Secretary Report: Richard had received a range of U3A leaflets 

and they were displayed at last week’s open meeting – he hadn’t received 

all of them so more stocks will be arriving.  Richard and Steve have a 

meeting with Jacqui Story at Nottingham University on Tuesday 17th 

November to discuss possible collaborations between the U3A members 

and the students. Richard will be taking a copy of the Public and Products 

Liability certificate to the Pearson Centre after today’s meeting. RE/SA 

Group Co-Ordinator: Chris will attend the new gathering of the History 

Group on Friday 13th. Sue Morrison and her husband are setting up New  
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Scottish Dance Group.  The idea is to run 8 sessions of 90 minutes 

starting January 2016 and it has been advertised on the rolling notices 

and the newsletter. Richard Brooksbanks is advertising a “Come to 

Painting Class” which will be held at the Beeston Conservative Hall every 

Wednesday between 2pm-4pm for U3A members only. It will be 

advertised in the rolling notices and newsletter. An email had been 

received from Mike Payton who co-runs a storytelling club in Beeston and 

over the past few years has had several of our members coming to their 

shows, asking about storey telling as an art form and wondering whether 

they could start their own storytelling group.  It was agreed that there 

could be an initial meeting and invite people to set it up.  CC 

Publicity Report: Rolling notices had again been sent out to all members 

who have email and this seems to be going down well.  A photo of the 

presentation of a cheque which took place at the Pearson Centre has been 

widely publicized. Family History Group special meeting held at Leicester 

University has been written up by Chris O’Brien and sent to the Editor of 

Third Age Matters. Suggestions made for other places to advertise our 

group are Church magazines and Bereavement centres.  

Speaker Seeker/Outings Organiser: Birmingham Tattoo is full and the 

Globe visit is going ahead. Highclere Castle is going ahead but more 

needed for Elgar’s Birthplace Museum and Spetchley Park Gardens has 18 

names but more are needed. Malvern Autumn Flower Show has 15 names 

but needs 25 or more to go ahead. Lucy has 3 more slots to fill up to and 

including April 2017 – 2 of these slots have been offered to speakers who 

have not replied – Margot will contact one of the speakers as she knows 

him but if there is no response then other speakers will be approached 

and the unresponsive speakers will be advised that we are no longer 

interested.  Marie reported that only 10 items had been submitted for the 

Charles Hanson visit however 2 committee members can bring items. 

MG/SB/LJB 

Communications Officer: The handout for visitors has been in use for the 

past 2 months and seems successful. Marie hasn’t written to group 

leaders about photos for the portfolio but she has suggested that it could 

be raised at the group leaders meeting. Marie had produced a sample 

email to be sent to all members requesting volunteers but after much 

discussion it was decided to discuss it at the next committee meeting 

giving Marie time to revamp it with information about the committee and 

group leaders.  Marie had requested guidance on the format of the survey 

form – Sue and Marie will liaise. It was decided that the committee  
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members would write a paragraph about their jobs to be put into the 

newsletter between now and the next AGM – the first members to do this 

are Chris Chater, Margot Gale and Richard Eddleston. SB/MP/RE/CC/MG                   

5 December Open Meeting – Xmas Special: Birds will supply the food – 

Sue to order for 200 and Margot to collect on the day. Itinerary: Mandy 

Topp will talk on Shared Learning, Beginners Ukulele Group, Play Group to 

sing with the group and words will be on the screens so everyone can join 

in, Play Reading group will do a spoof on Cinderella, possibly a choir 

[Wesley Room provisionally booked to accommodate them – soft drinks 

and biscuits to be provided] and finally a quiz – the quiz sheets to be put 

on the seats so that members can fill in the answers in-between acts and 

prizes to be provided.                                                  MG/SB 

6 Network Meeting: Margot reported back from the meeting – Group 

Leaders to be asked to host a meeting of group leaders from other local 

U3A’s – group leaders to be emailed about using BCC which is a must. It 

was decided that the summer school was too expensive.   CC                                                             

7 The Group Leaders meeting will be held on January 15th 2016 at CRMC 

starting at 12.30pm – Sue has been in touch with Tall Frog caterers who 

have submitted a menu and this was discussed and choices made from 

the cold buffet menu. We will provide, water, a selection of crisps, olives 

and serviettes and plastic cups for water. Sue will contact Karen Stainer 

to ask if we could borrow her special crockery so that tea and coffee could 

be served nicely. We would be able to get into the church hall at 11.15am 

after yoga and set up the tables. An itinerary was formulated. Committee 

members would sit with group leaders to encourage discussion about how 

we can improve what we already provide and then have a question and 

answer session at the end between committee members and group 

leaders. Certificates will be given out to Group Leaders who have run a 

group for 3 years. Sue will need a microphone.              SB/MP 

8 Script for Committee Members re Joining the Committee: it was decided 

that this was not necessary and is to be approached at other 

opportunities. 

9 Computer Insurance: Richard confirmed that the laptop was insured 

outside the church as well as within its walls but there was a £100 excess. 

It was agreed that should there be an accident and it was damaged then 

the excess would be paid for by us but if there was obvious lack of care 

then it should be paid by the borrower.  Sue will contact Mike Allery and  
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ask him to continue to upgrade the laptop in the manner which suits him 

best.                                                                                     SB 

10 Scanner: drop this item. 

11 Volunteers Fuddle: already discussed. 

12 Action Plan: items covered in other discussions. 

13 Promoting Cookery Book by U3A Member/U3A Policy for Supporting 

Charities: This was discussed at some length because we had allowed this 

before but the Nottingham Network had sent a directive to the local U3A’s 

to say that this was not allowed so we will not be able to promote this 

book or any other future book and we will not be supporting any local 

charities nor will we be holding any future Macmillan’s Coffee/Tea 

Afternoons.                                                                         SB 

14 Later Life Matters: a member had asked us to have a speaker about 

this subject but the committee decided that we wouldn’t. 

15 AOB: Malcolm said that some members were confused as to whether 

we were having a January meeting – We are having a January meeting 

and it will be Charles Hanson valuing items bought by the members. 

[After the committee meeting 4 members went and had coffee and it was 

agreed that the committee meeting table should be set up in a square 

and not an oblong at future meetings to facilitate communication] 

Agreed Future Meetings: 

December 2015 Monday 7th @ 10am, January Monday 11th 2016 @ 10am, 

February 2016 Monday 8th @ 10am 

Agreed date for March 2016 Monday 7th @ 10am – booked. 

  

                                    

 

   

 

 

 

 


