
MINUTES OF THE JUNE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 9TH AT CRMC 

STARTING AT 10AM 

1 Apologies:  Malcolm Brookbanks and Steve Austin 

2 Minutes of Mays Meeting – agreed. 

3 Matters Arising: Sue had made up a U3A suggestions box and it was up and 

running and has received some responses – see chairs report. There was some 

confusion over the table tennis group and Chris will look into this.  Sue advised 

that Badminton had stopped until September – Steve to note closure.  History 

group will be closed for August only and this was due to the change in the group 

leader.  Geoff Cawthorne was now the permanent greeter for the monthly 

speaker.                                                              CC/SA 

4 Reports: Chairman’s Report: Sue notes that the new committee was working 

well and noted that we could do with another member.  The suggestions box had 

had several comments/requests put in it – [a] Using a bell or whistle to let 

members know when to move into the church – Marie Potts said she would 

check with Karen to see if we could borrow one, if not then she would look into 

purchasing one. [b] Could speakers stand on the stage so they can be seen 

more clearly – this would be left up to the individual speakers. [c] More 

reminders to encourage members to bring items for the Hope Centre food bank 

– Sue would include a reminder in her notes at the beginning of the open 

meeting. [d] A visit to the training centre for hearing dogs – Lucy will look into 

this. [e] A request was made to have a group for Understanding Politics – it was 

not understood exactly what was required so Sue will ask for more information 

and to let them know about the new group What the Papers Say which covers up 

to date news.  The Macmillan Coffee afternoon has been arranged for September 

25th to be held at CRMC and the church is letting us have the main room free. 

Lucy will demonstrate lace making, there will be a paper back only book stall, a 

tombola and scarf swap. A Quiz night has been arranged for November 14th at 

the Chilwell Manor Golf Club and the meal will be sausages and mash which will 

be eaten first and quiz starts at 8.15pm.  The tickets will be £10 which will allow 

us to have more generous prizes.  Marie will advertise these events to the 

membership by email and Anne Allery has volunteered to sell tickets.  MP/SB/LB                                                                   

Treasurers Report: Income received in the last month £5770 and amount spent 

during the same period was £6913.09.  Bank balance is £9956.91.  

Membership Secretary: The membership now stands at 469 with 18 new 

members this month. More people had renewed but this still left 142 from last 

year who hadn’t – Margot will send these names to Marie who will email them to 

ask them if they intend to renew. Fewer members will receive the next U3A 

magazine as they did not renew on time. There had been 8 visitors at last 

week’s open meeting and 164 in total were there.                     MG/MP                                                                                

Business Secretary: Richard noted that it was a busy time for AGM’s in the U3A 

structure and he updated the asset list. He advised us that he had forwarded the 

committee changes to U3A HQ. 
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Group Co-Ordinator: Existing Groups:  Anne Lowe has said she will lead a Tennis 

Group and her details have been given to those who have expressed an interest.  

Table Tennis – there is some confusion about this group and a possible new one 

so Chris will make further enquiries.  Jean has confirmed that she is giving up 

the leadership of the History group in July and Breda Cooper will take over as 

from September.  Possible New Groups: Helen Stewart hopes to start up a 

Murder Book Group and the details were on this month’s rolling notices. A 

member has suggested an iPad group.  After much discussion it was decided 

that Beeston U3A did not have enough expertise to set up this group because of 

the many different tablets etc.  It was agreed that we would advise members of 

the Silver Surfers group at Bramcote and that Beeston Public Library had put up 

a notice in the library asking for the names of people who were interested in 

computer learning so that they could gauge the interest with the view to setting 

up classes. Jean has still to confirm a date/time for the new quiz group and Chris 

and Breda would be contacting her.  Learn to Row with Nottingham Rowing Club 

had been put forward as a possible interest.  It was decided that the cost 

prohibited it being set up under the U3A banner but we could put the 

information on the community board. Tea Shop Visiting was another suggestion 

and it was agreed that a notice would be put on the rolling notices and that 

there would be a form and table at the next open meeting and Marie would 

inform the membership in the ever growing email. It was agreed that initially 

new groups go through Chris Chater and we need to know if we have any New 

Group Leaders packs and if so who has them.            MP/CC/BC/SA 

Publicity: The Business Cards had been printed, collected and distributed. 

Badges for the committee had been ordered, proof read and Steve was awaiting 

confirmation of delivery. Confusion over the rolling notice for a new possible 

group had been sorted. We had tried to set up the rolling notices in the church 

hall at the last open meeting and for a variety of reasons it had not worked. It 

was decided to give it another go at next month’s meeting.    SA/MP 

Speaker/Seeker and Outings Organiser: July speaker at the open meeting is 

Trevor Impey on Great British Icons.  It was agreed that Lucy and Breda would 

begin work on next year’s open meeting speakers. Lucy has been able to obtain 

2 more tickets for Bletchley Park and this clears the waiting list and we now 

have a full coach. Jenny Chapman has proved unobtainable so Lucy will email a 

note for Jenny to Margot who will forward it by mail. Byrkeley Park Garden 

Centre/Marsh Farm: still short on numbers and the coach price has been 

increased – Marie to email the membership about the trip and Lucy will contact 

Marsh Farm to see if they can give us more time to fill the coach – if they cannot 

then the trip will be cancelled.  Elizabethan Experience/Globe Theatre: 26 have 

their names on the list but there is a minimum of 35 – Breda will contact 

Stapleford U3A and then we will offer spare coach places to members who would 

like the trip to London only at a cost of £25.  Highclere Castle and Gardens 2016 

– this is up and running.  Christmas outing: Chatsworth and Shugborough have 

proved too expensive so Lucy will look into booking the Birmingham Tattoo for 

Saturday 28th November.                                                LB/MG/MP/BC 
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Communications Officer: Marie was praised for her efforts in producing a truly 

great newsletter. Helen Stewart has been in touch with Marie about producing 

another book from the Writing Group.  The committee decided that it would have 

to be sold for £3 as it was felt it should break even and Sue will contact Helen 

about it.                                                                                            SB 

5 July Open Meeting: Everything in place and the speaker requires a notice 

board. One of the new members who can sign for the deaf has suggested a sign 

language group. Margot has been in touch with Doreen Slater who fainted at a 

previous open meeting and everything was fine. Margot will send a get well card 

to Margaret Richardson who is experiencing a long term illness.           MP 

6/7 Shared Learning Project/On-Line Courses: It was agreed that Sue would ask 

Mandy Topp if she was available to give a short explanation of both these items 

at the Christmas meeting.                                                                     SB 

8 Starting a Computer Group: already discussed. 

9 Christmas Open Meeting: Sue suggested that perhaps the new Ukulele Group 

might give a recital and possibly have the school choir back.  Lucy would look 

into getting a speaker for a short talk and perhaps start at 10am. 

10 Co-opted Committee Members: Both Margot and Chris had the names of 

possible interested parties and would contact these members who would be 

reassured that the Events post had been put into abeyance for the time being. 

MG/CC 

11 AOB: Chris brought a leaflet about a voluntary service called Personal 

Support Unit which is asking for volunteers to help citizens who need company in 

stressful situations.  It will go on the community board and Sue will remind the 

membership at the next open meeting about the board.  The committee 

discussed a letter Sue received from Michaela Moody about misunderstandings 

of the rules by Beeston U3A members who had also joined the new Stapleford 

U3A.  Beeston members on joining Stapleford had expressed surprise that they 

were not refunded the capitation fee and that they could not go to Stapleford 

groups for free because they were part of the cluster group. Firstly Stapleford is 

not part of the cluster group, only Beeston/Long Eaton/Ilkeston are. Stapleford 

cannot join the cluster group [assuming they want to] until the beginning of 

their first full U3A year which is April 2016 – at present it is a temporary U3A 

group.  Secondly – the Capitation fee refund – the committee thought, as did the 

Beeston members involved, that this was a given.  However Moody explained 

that this was voluntary and perhaps it could not be expected to be refunded in 

Stapleford’s first year as they have to accumulate funds for their branch.  Sue 

will write to MM.                                      SB 

11 No Confidential Items 

12 – Agreed Future Meetings: July 13th @ 10am – Jo Muxlow apols: August 10th 

@ 10am Margot Gale apols: September 14th @ 10am. 



4 

Agreed October date Monday 5th @ 2pm – booked.  

 

Signed……………………………………………………………… Dated………………………………                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

                     

 

   

 


