
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 9TH AUGUST 

2016 AT BMC AT 2PM 

1 Apologies: Margot Gale, Richard Eddleston.  Present: Sue Blackley, Jo 

Muxlow, Lucy Beardsley, Chris Chater, Breda Cooper, Malcolm 

Brookbanks, Steve Austin, Marie Potts, Janis Patterson and ELeMB. 

2 Minutes of the Last Meeting: agreed and signed. 

3 Matters Arising: Douglas McDonald’s funeral was well attended and his 

ashes have/will be scattered at Mount Bernard Abbey, Whitby and 2 

places in Scotland. There was a photo in the Evening Post. The August 

speaker was excellent and the members have asked for a return visit. 

Last month Marie had asked if we should consider limiting the number 

who can join Beeston U3A – there is a workshop at this month’s U3A AGM 

being held at Nottingham which Malcolm and Sue are attending called 

Managing Growth in Your U3A which will address this problem so this 

concern can be revisited at next month’s committee meeting. Jo raised 

the issue of members on group lists who may no longer be members of 

the U3A -in particular the lunch clubs – Elizabeth advised that the group 

leaders could send the group members list to Margot and she would check 

the Beeston U3A members list. It has been decided that regional U3A 

committees will be disbanded in favour of county committees.                                        

4 Reports: 

Chairman: Sue thanked Lucy for standing in for her at this month’s open 

meeting and reported that the tickets for the wine tasting evening had all 

but sold out.  

Treasurer: Malcolm reported that income for the past month was £450 

and expenditure £1059.78 leaving a balance of £11940.68. 

Membership Secretary: Elizabeth reported that there had been 12 visitors 

at the open meeting and then one changed into a full member bringing 

the total of new members for the day to 11.  A new member has 

expressed an interest in starting a painting group. Because a recent 

previous try failed it was decided that we would offer this member a 

chance to have a table at next year’s group fair which is on Thursday 2nd 

March and see if it was a viable group then. 

Business Secretary: Chris Chater and Breda Cooper have volunteered to 

represent the Beeston U3A at the Broxtowe Council’s Annual Civic Service 

on 25th September. The draft minutes of the Notts U3A committee have 

been circulated. Riviera Travel will reimburse 10% of our trips if booked 

on line to our U3A. Richard has notified U3A HQ that Sue B, Margot G and 

Elizabeth will be voting at the AGM later this month. 

CC/BC/SB/MG/ELeMB 
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Group Coordinator: Still awaiting responses for the Latin for Beginners 

and Ambling groups. French Conversation will definitely not go ahead and 

there is uncertainty as to the future of a German Conversation Group. The 

Local History Groups future is also uncertain – Gill Morrell has suggested 

that it could become a research group so Marie will email the membership 

with the intention of holding a meeting in September to see if the group 

can be resurrected. A suggestion of a Greek Conversation group has been 

submitted and there is a possible leader for it. The offer of a Flower 

Arranging Group has only received interest from 2 people so we wait and 

see and a second Ukulele Group has 10 interested people – there will be a 

setting up meeting in September and there will be a representative from 

the present group. The group leaders should be reminded of next year’s 

groups fair which is being held on March 2nd so that they have time to 

think of how they want to represent their groups.         CC/MP 

Publicity Group: Michael Hammond has spoken to Steve to say he has a 

contact at Nottingham University and will raise the issue with him.  The 

21st September is the date for a meeting between our members who 

require help with computing and the participating students from Central 

College. Steve will attend on his own the Heritage Day in September. A 

complaint has been made by Lunch Club 1 about the accuracy of their 

section of the rolling notice and Steve pointed out to them that they 

supply the copy and they should make sure that it is correct. He will 

remind the Group Leaders about this when he makes the request for 

September rolling notices.                                                  SA 

Speaker Seeker/Outing: The Highclere trip was very successful and Lucy 

has received some appreciative notes. Lucy has booked Jane Barnes who 

has visited before for April 2017 and she will be bringing cheese to sell 

[this is a change of speaker as printed on the membership card]. Maureen 

Rushton has been booked for 2018 to give a talk on the 100th anniversary 

of the Canary Girls tragedy. Hazel Brookes has volunteered to look after 

the speaker on arrival and Sue Blackley is happy for her to relinquish her 

meeter/greeter duties on arrival of the speaker. The Globe trip is full and 

so is the Christmas trip to Haddon Hall – waiting list started. Lucy has 

suggested that we take our own cushions for the Globe trip because of 

the delays returning them would cause for the bus driver and the rest of 

the members. A trip next year to Lichfield was agreed and the date is 14th 

April 2017. Lucy asked for other places to visit in 2017 and the following 

were suggested: Brassington, Chester, Black Country Museum and 

Recycling Centre. Blenheim Palace is being considered and this would be 

an overnight stay – prices are being sort. Lucy and Malcolm will  
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discuss changes to the wording of the booking form after the workshops 

at the AGM.                                                                 LJB/SB/MB 

Communication Officer: Marie is in the process of going through all the 

U3A files she holds before transferring them to the new external drive. 

New Members Coffee Morning – Marie is unable to host it this month and 

will increasingly find it difficult in future months – Sue Blackley said that 

she will send round a list of dates to the committee members and ask 

them to volunteer for the months they are available. Marie wants to put 

together a mini pictorial newsletter to display all the pictures of events, 

trips and happenings throughout the year. Marie has expressed some 

concern as to whether she is able to do it but she will give it a go and 

Chris says that she will send a programme to Marie which might help her. 

There is also the possibility that the Photographic Group could help her. 

The committee has received an invitation from June Harrison who is the 

Interest Group Co-Ordinator for Ilkeston U3A to their Interest Group Fair 

and Open Day which is on Tuesday 4th October 2016 from 10am-12noon. 

Sue and Marie will go and any other members of Beeston U3A are 

welcome.  Breda has volunteered to do the speaker write-up at the open 

meetings for newsletter.                    SB/MP/CC/BC 

Events Co-Ordinator: Janis will make enquiries about holding the Burns 

Night Supper at Christ Church on January 25th – it will be limited to 80 

and the membership will be asked to help with the cooking.     JP 

5 September Meeting – no special arrangements required. 

6 Group emails: Ron Jones is experiencing difficulties with his group 

emails and it was suggested that he sets up a Gmail account which should 

solve his problem. There is no need to pay for an account and if a 

member does then that is a personal choice. 

7 Christmas Open Meeting – It was agreed that Birds would supply the 

food – Marie will contact Sue Cotton about a possible talk on Christmas – 

a musical rendering by the ukulele group is a possibility and Sue will ask 

Nelson if a barber shop chorus was possible – the poetry group could be 

approached as well as the play reading and Jo Muxlow will contact the 

music shop on Derby Road re other music ensembles. It was also agreed 

that we should start organising the Christmas event earlier in the year. 

SB/MP/JM 

8 Development Plan – this has been updated and it was agreed that the 

Volunteers Thank You coffee morning would be held on 14th December at 

the White Lion and the Group Leaders yearly meeting would be held on 

20th January 2017 possibly at the Resources Centre. Malcolm will give a  
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short talk on the AGM which is being held at Nottingham University on 

24th/25th August at the October open meeting.            SB/MB 

9 Information on Other Organisations: Previously it was decided not to 

advertise outside organisation but this has been reversed and decisions 

will be made group by group. 

10 AOB: Karen had just told us that the new minister of the Methodist 

Church has decided that the Epworth Room will become his office so this 

will now not be available for our groups – Chris will contact the groups 

affected asap so that they have chance to contact Karen to see if other 

rooms are available for them.                                        CC 

11 Agreed Future Meeting: September 5th @ 10am, October 10th at 10am, 

November 7th @ 10am and finally December 5th @ 10am and this has 

been booked. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………….Dated…………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


