
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 8TH 2016 COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 

CRMC STARTING AT 11AM 

 

1 Apologies: Richard Eddleston. 

Present: Sue Blackley, Marie Potts, Malcolm Brookbanks, Steve Austin, 

Lucy Beardsley, Chris Chater, Breda Cooper, Margot Gale, Jo Muxlow, 

Elizabeth LeMB. 

2 Minutes of January meeting – approved and signed. 

3 Matters Arising: Lunch Club: only one table was needed this month as it 

is a joint outing but both groups will have their tables in the small room 

off the hall. The leader of the Wine Appreciation group, Piers Krause is 

organising an evening wine tasting event for Carlton and Gedling U3A and 

if it goes well then it’s possible that one could be held in Beeston.  Margot 

will research suitable venues and Marie will contact the Resources Centre 

to find out if it would be suitable.  The cost would be in the region of £15 

per person.                                                                     MG/MP 

4 Reports: 

Chairman: Sue reported that the action plan had been updated. There 

had been a good response to the Shared Learning Project which is to be 

held in April.  It was decided that there would be no charge for room 

rental and refreshments. Sue was very pleased with the group leaders 

meeting. A possible training session for group leaders had been identified 

but it was decided that this could wait until we had received all the 

responses from the member’s questionnaire. Mike Allery had sent an 

email to Sue about the sound systems and the variety of hand and lapel 

microphones available.  Interested Group Leaders will be invited to meet 

Mike Allery to look at all aspects of the sound system and this is to be 

organised by Chris. Committee members Chris, Malcolm and Steve would 

also attend the session. Di Fischer-Harman had contacted Sue concerned 

about emails/phone calls she was receiving which were generated by her 

contact information being on the U3A website.  Di was the first to raise 

this problem and several different solutions were discussed and it was 

decided to monitor the situation for 2 month – Sue will contact Di.  Ann 

Hart and Helen Stewart had raised the question of possible new members 

trying out a group but not having paid the £2 visitors fee.  It was agreed 

that a visitor could try out 2 groups without previously paying £2 at an 

open meeting.  However the charge of £2 to attend the open meeting 

would stay in place as this went towards the cost of the hall/speaker. 

Group Leaders would need to be informed and Chris will do this.  
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Another issue re visitors/open meeting was raised as it would seem that 

some people were coming to the open meeting as visitors but not joining.  

It was agreed that visitors paying £2 could only come for 2 open meetings 

in a year – they must then join the U3A. Richard: please can you put this 

decision on the policies list.                                         RE/SB/SA/MB/CC 

Treasurers Report: Income for January 2016 was £116 and expenditure 

was £1022.14 leaving a balance of £9877.45. Malcolm had looked into the 

possibility of putting our surplus into a deposit account but the interest 

was so paltry it wasn’t worth the effort. 

Membership Secretary: At the February meeting we had 19 new 

members, 4 visitors, 116 members renewed, and 204 members stayed 

for the talk. Margot was asked by Malcolm to let the committee know at 

the next meeting how many members didn’t renew last year.  MG 

Business Secretary: Changing the wording of our charitable purposes – 

Richard had hoped to discuss this but as he was away it will have to be 

bought up at the next meeting. U3A HQ has advised us about The Little 

Book of Big Scams published by the Metropolitan police and it was 

decided that Marie would put the information about it into the next 

newsletter along with information about emails sent out by Broxtowe 

Community website about scams and policy warnings of undesirable 

activities in our neighbourhood – Elizabeth to send information to Marie 

about them.  Because of copyright concerns all photos and clip art on the 

Beeston U3A website and rolling notices has been removed. It was agreed 

that the Photographic Group would be approached about taking 

photographs of suitable local locations which can be used by the website 

to illustrate it.  Annual Science Seminar 8th – 12th August is to be held and 

Marie will let Jim Turner know about this and it will be put in the next 

newsletter. Film Licenses was also raised in his report and so Richard can 

you please look into CCL to see if we are covered for taking, for example, 

images off the internet to show in an Art History talk.     RE/ELeMB/MP 

Group Co-ordinator: There are several new groups in the offing and Chris 

will let Marie have all the information so that it can go into the newsletter. 

These are Ambling Group, 2nd Book group, Latin Group and Singing for 

Fun Group. Adrian Shipway has expressed an interest in running a 2nd 

wine tasting group – more information to come.  The 3rd wine 

appreciation group run by David would be put on hold until we can see 

how popular a 2nd one will be.                                           CC/MP 
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Speaker Seeker/Outings Organiser: After announcing that the Edinburgh 

Tattoo outing had been cancelled Lucy was contacted by a couple of our 

group leaders saying that an association they were members of were also 

trying to set up a visit and were short of numbers.  It was agreed that 

Margot would let Lucy have the email addresses of those who had wanted 

to go on our trip and Lucy would send a copy of the email she had 

received about the other trip to our members and it would be up to them 

to contact the organisers of the outing if they were interested. Elgar’s 

Birthplace Museum and Spetchley Gardens – the menu has been selected, 

there are 33 names on the list but 7 more are needed. Malvern Autumn 

Show only 22 have put their names down and a total of 40 are needed. 

Lucy will need to confirm soon. After the very successful visit to The 

Globe Lucy is trying to set up a visit to a play.  The coach company has 

said they will let us have the coach for 2014 cost and The Globe will be 

issuing their new programme later this month. Lucy has 47 interested 

parties and she is considering a trip in September.  It was agreed that 

this year’s Xmas visit would be to Chatsworth.  Lucy is getting the open 

meeting speakers information for 2017/18 and she was advised that we 

would not need a speaker in March 2018.                            MG/LB 

Publicity Report: Both Richard and Steve had a meeting with Rachael 

Green at Nottingham University to discuss the possibility of U3A 

involvement with them.  Rachael will discuss this with her colleagues and 

get back to us.  Richard and Steve had a meeting with Josephine 

Mortimer at Central College about setting up silver surfer’s sessions at the 

college and they were very receptive to this.  An email will be sent to our 

members asking who would like to attend these sessions and what type of 

instruments they needed help with – i.e. iPad, tablet, iPhone etc. Marie 

and Steve to collaborate on the email to be sent to members.      SA/MP 

Communication Officer: Marie was praised by Sue and the rest of the 

committee for all the hard work she has put into setting the groups fair 

up. Several committee members will help set up those rooms that we can 

get into the night before the fair.  Room packs to be completed, a 

timetable will be needed for those groups performing in the church and 

Sue will do the handwritten notices for the doors.  AS MANY CM AS CAN 

HELP. 

5 March Open Meeting Arrangements – already discussed. 

6 Members Questionnaire: already had a few replies – all favourable – 

one member did raise a concern that we had 2 breaks in quick succession 

at the open meeting and it was agreed that at future open meeting there 

would not be a break after the notices.  People who did not want to stay  
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will be asked to leave and the speaker will be introduced without a break. 

Marie will collate the replies as they come in.                            MP                                           

7 Insurance Policy: Malcolm had read the information from HQ about its 

insurance and raised several points.  It was agreed that a sub-committee 

would look into his points and report back to us. MB/LB/SB/JB/CC would 

make up the committee and would meet this month. 

8 Hearing Loops: - done 

9 Notts Network Committee Meeting: Margot had been to the meeting 

and said that they had appealed for help with a shared learning project. It 

was felt that we could not participate in this as we were setting up our 

own project. NN also wanted help in setting up a 3 year action plan so it 

was agreed that Margot would send them a copy of our newly agreed 

action plan.                                                                             MG 

10 Shared Learning Project – done. 

11 Development Plan – done. 

12 5 Year Birthday Celebration: This will be arranged for Friday 20th May 

at Chilwell Road Methodist Church, 3pm – 4.30 and outside caterers will 

be used. MG/SB/MP/ELeMB/BC will make up the sub-committee to 

organise it and Breda will also sell the tickets. 

13 Computing at Central College – done. 

14 Group Leaders Details on Website – done. 

15 Visitor Information for Group Leaders – done. 

16 AOB: Marie raised concerns about us not knowing what the fire drill at 

the church is – Sue will get in touch with Karen to find out what the drill 

is.                                                                                              SB 

17 Confidential Items – none 

18 Agreed Future Meetings: March 7th 2016 @ 2pm, April 11th @ 10am 

and May 9th @ 10am. 

Suggested June date – Monday 6th @ 10am – agreed and booked. 

         

  


