
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER U3A COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 

MONDAY 7TH AT CRMC AT 10AM 

 

1 Apologies: Malcolm Brookbanks and Richard Eddleston.  Present: Sue 

Blackley, Jo Muxlow, Lucy Beardsley, Breda Cooper, Chris Chater, Steve 

Austin, Margot Gale, Marie Potts and Elizabeth LeMB. 

2 Minutes of August’s Meeting – passed and signed. 

3 Matters Arising: Groups Fair – we were unable to book the full day so 

have booked the hall and rooms until 1pm.  2nd Table Tennis group is in 

abeyance.  Committee Xmas lunch booked – Sue said well done to Marie 

Potts for her work on the committee photo board – Sue will be able to 

chair the October meeting but has asked for the reports for the October 

meeting to be submitted by 1st October. 

4 Reports:  

Chairman: Tickets for the quiz are selling well with 34 sold and 10 

reserved. Sue and Marie will be going to the LE monthly meeting to sell 

tickets and Breda will attend Staplefords monthly meeting to sell tickets.  

Donations are arriving for the Macmillan Coffee afternoon – we will be 

able to have access to the church from 11.30am on the day and we will 

need volunteers to help set up the tables etc.  Several of the Beeston U3A 

membership attended some or all of the national AGM and this will be 

expanded in item 6. Sue will be meeting with Chairs of Long Eaton and 

Ilkeston later this month to discuss Cluster issues. SB/MP/BC 

Treasurer: The current balance is £9,510.30 after income of £301 and 

expenditure of £1021 has been accounted for. 

Membership: There were 11 new members since the last committee 

meeting and at Thursdays monthly meeting there were 17 visitors and 

192 members bringing a total of 209 people attending Rami Seth’s 

fascinating talk. 

Business Secretary: No report submitted. 

Group Co-Ordinator: Buddies has a new group leader Zena Benson.  

History Group Due to unforeseen circumstances the History Group will 

now not take place. Breda will reassess her position on her return from 

Canada in the New Year.  It was agreed that a meeting would be held for 

history group members and other interested parties on Friday 9th October 

at 10am to discuss the situation – the room will have to be booked and 

Marie will send an email to the membership.                          CC/MP 
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The Lunch Clubs are meeting on September 17th at 10.30am in the 

Wesley Room to discuss their future directions. The Murder Book Group: 

The first meeting of the group will be held on 7th October 2015 at the 

White Lion at 1.30pm.  The Shakespeare Group will hold their first 

meeting on 26th October at 1.30pm in the Epworth Room. The Wine 

Appreciation Group needs some more specialist glasses and this request 

has been approved.  However anyone who breaks a glass must pay for 

the replacement. A visitor to last week’s monthly meeting expressed an 

interest in bringing his art class to the U3A – it was explained that his 

present members would have to join the U3A and we await a response.  

Sue announced the possibility of a short series of lessons in Scottish 

County Dancing which would start in the New Year.  Table Tennis Group 

at Pearson Centre: Sue will present the £100 cheque to John Wilson 

tomorrow and she will contact Janet Hoult to see if she is able to attend 

with her.                                                                                SB 

Speaker Seeker/Outings Organiser: The Birmingham Tattoo is selling well 

and numbers are good for The Elizabethan experience but Lucy has 

expressed concern that they are difficult to contact. Elgar’s Birthplace 

Museum has received a few bookings and Lucy will contact Long Eaton.  

Highclere Castle and Gardens is booking well.  Malvern Autumn Flower 

Show – early days.  Breda will do some research for a speaker on Richard 

III.  Lucy will contact Charles Hanson to see how many items he will want 

to see when he comes as speaker next year then the membership will be 

contacted.  March 2017 speaker slot to be left free.  Possible talk about 

gardens to be given by the husband of a visitor to last week’s meeting. 

John Wilson to be asked to give his talk in early 2017.     LB/BC 

Publicity: Heritage Open Day Exhibition: It was agreed that we would pay 

for photos produced by the photographic group for this.  After a 

discussion it was decided that we would put together a permanent folio of 

photographs which could be used as publicity as required.  Marie will 

email all group leaders about this project and a sub-committee would be 

formed to get this up and running.                                       SA/MP 

Rolling Notice: This was the first month that these had been sent directly 

to the membership and there had been feedback to the affect that it had 

been a success. 

Communications Officer Marie reported that the newsletter had been 

issued. 

5 October Monthly Meeting: No special equipment needed. 

 



3 

6 The National Conference and Moving Forward: Sue presented a 

Development Plan 2015-2017 for our U3A.  Action points were discussed 

by committee members and additional developments added.  Sue will 

update the document in light of the discussion and circulate.  

Sue and Margot had attended several workshops at the national 

conference held at Nottingham University and they both reported to the 

committee on them. Beeston U3A is running successfully but it is 

important that we don’t rest on our laurels because we will stagnate. The 

committee was receptive to the suggestions made by Sue and Margot 

such as: Developing closer relations with higher education institutions 

such as Nottingham University and Central College with reciprocal 

arrangements when these establishment have research requirements, 

attending student presentations, helping local overseas students. Lucy will 

contact Central College and Richard and Steve to contact Nottingham 

University. Mandy Topp will be giving the membership a short talk on 

shared learning at the December monthly meeting and it would be good if 

the LE and Ilkeston Chairs also attended as this could lead to joint study 

days.     LB/SB/RE/SA                                  

Give our membership the opportunity to attend our committee meetings 

as observers – when specific groups are being discussed at the committee 

meeting ask members of those groups to attend.  There could be 

feedback at the end. 

Asking our volunteers to a coffee and mince pie thank you at the White 

Lion in December – these volunteers being the coffee helpers, the people 

who sign the members in and the meeter’s and greeters at monthly 

meetings. 

Marie to send out an invitation to members to sign up as helpers.     MP 

It was agreed that we should get the names of people interested in a new 

group first and have the first meeting before getting a leader instead of 

the other way round which has been our previous modus operandi.  

Encouraging a team to run a group rather than just one leader so that 

should there be illness or holiday then someone can stand in. There 

should also be training session for future group leaders.  It was agreed to 

set up a sub-committee consisting of SB/CC/MG/MP/JM/SA. 

The national AGM was being held in Nottingham again next year and we 

should encourage our members to attend some of the activities.  Sue will 

collate all our ideas and opinions and do a further document.     SB 
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Finally Margot told us about the new membership management system 

that the U3A is setting up called the Beacon System.  Margot will find out 

more and then a sub-committee can discuss it.                    MG 

Margot raised her concerns over Gift Aid – and it was agreed that once 

Margot and Richard had met to discuss the implications of this an email 

would be sent to the membership by Marie.                      MG/RE/MP 

7 March Group Fair – organisation to start in January 2016. 

8 Local History – Money – leave till next month. 

9 AOB – Our cones to reserve parking spaces at monthly meetings have 

gone missing – we need to replace them. 

Agreed Future Meetings: October Monday 5th @ 2pm, November Monday 

9th @ 10am and December Monday 7th @ 10am. 

Suggested date for January 2016 was Monday 11th @ 10am – this was 

agreed and booked. 

 

Signed……………………………………………….  Dated……………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


