
MINUTES OF THE U3A COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 7TH 

NOVEMBER 2016 AT BEESTON METHODIST CHURCH AT 10.AM 

 

1 Apologies: Malcolm Brookbanks Present: Sue Blackley, Margot Gale, 

Richard Eddleston, Steve Austin, Lucy Beardsley, Jo Muxlow, Chris Chater, 

Breda Cooper, Marie Potts, Janis Patterson and Elizabeth LeMB. 

2 Minutes of the October Meeting: Approved and signed. 

3 Matters Arising: Steve has made enquiries at the college in Chilwell to 

see if they could accommodate a Cooking for Men class and the answer is 

no but the suggestion was made that perhaps BMC could – Margot will 

make enquiries. It was agreed to ask the group leaders to make 

suggestion re groups for men and also to send an email to all members to 

find out what groups men would like. Margot’s request for bras and 

knickers has been very successful and it was agreed to pay the postage 

for sending them to Scotland. A few postcards have been sold and it was 

agreed that Lucy would contact Charles Hanson to see if a better price 

could be obtained by selling them through the auction room. 

MG/MP/LJB 

4 Reports: 

Chairman: Lucy was thanked for her choice of speaker this month who 

was very entertaining and the committee members who attended the new 

members coffee morning last month. Thanks to the Accessibility Working 

Party which is ongoing – Marie told us of a contact she had made who is 

at Oban House Volunteer Bureau who could come and give a talk on being 

dementia friendly. Sue had recently attended the Chair’s cluster meeting 

at which the chair of Stapleford Trevor Williams was present. Several 

problems were discussed but no solutions were found. It was decided that 

it would be beneficial for cluster group co-ordinators to meet to exchange 

ideas. The development plan has been updated. Sue will do a piece for 

the next newsletter called Chairman’s Chatter.    MP/SB 

Programme for Christmas open meeting: 

Start at 10.40 with notes and then the Play Group will entertain us with 

their pantomime special, followed by the Old Spicers and then finishing off 

with the joint Ukulele/Singing Groups efforts. 

Cakes have been ordered by Sue and Margot to pick them up on the day 

at 8.30am. Margot also to book a room for the Old Spices to use. Margot 

will buy a job lot of cloths to save her having to go back and forth when 

these occasions arise and Sue to buy napkins and plates in Christmas 

colours from Ikea. Marie will email the members with the programme and  
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ELeMB to email Margaret to ask for the words so that they can be put up 

on the big screens.                                                  

MG/SB/MP/ELeMB 

Treasurer: We are still financially solvent. 

Membership: Total membership is now 680, 217 members and 9 visitors 

attended the open meeting. 

Business: Richard has spoken to a number of people who had previously 

worked at the university. The opinion of all was that contacts work best 

when we have a specific project in mind.  Richard has recently completed 

a course on future learn and he was eager to recommend it. He will write 

a piece for the newsletter.                                                  RE 

Group Co-Ordinator: German Conversation Group for Beginners – there 

will be a meeting at the White Lion Beeston on Tuesday 10th January at 

10.30am to discuss how this group is to progress. Beginners Italian New 

Group – Brendon Murphy has offered to be the facilitator of this group. 

The first meeting will be held on Friday 18th November. Prospective Greek 

Conversation Group for Beginners – since this group has been advertised 

there has been more interest and the initial meeting will be held on 

Tuesday 22nd at 9.30am. Short Walks leader Ann Hart is retiring and 

there will be a meeting to discuss the future of the group in the Wesley 

Room at 9.30am on Monday 21st November.  Prospective Book Group – 

there is room for another book group and the initial meeting will take 

place on Tuesday 22nd at 10.30am.  Concerns were raised that the same 

people may be going to several book groups and so it was decided to 

check the members list. Of each group. Chris will ask for their 

membership lists. Prospective Local History and Research – the 

advertising of this group has caused concern with a member of the 

Beeston Local History Group. It was decided that we would let any 

possible members know of the groups in Beeston, Bramcote and 

Stapleford but it was felt that our group wouldn’t be run in the same way. 

CC 

Publicity: Computing – Central College Involvement – there will be 2 

taster courses on Wednesday 16th November at 9.15 – 10.45. 1 Staying 

safe on the internet and good internet practice and 2 Android tips and 

tricks. Business Plan – University Involvement – Steve is recommending 

that this is put on the agenda for the Group Leaders Meeting.  SA/SB 

Speaker Seeker/Outings: Lucy has re-designed her booking form and the 

open form was an improvement. Several suggestions have been made for 

future visits which may mean more overnight stays. It was agreed that  
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Lucy would have a bigger table with more security as several of her forms 

have disappeared which is not acceptable. 

Communications Officer: Emails have been sent out to members for the 

Bra Appeal and Marie has also produced a letter which will go out to non-

email members regarding the proposed buddy system. 

Events: Janis now has only 11 tickets to sell and has asked for help on 

the evening and Jo and Sue have offered.                         JM/SB 

5 December meeting – Final Arrangements for Christmas – already 

discussed. 

6 Notts Network Report: Several items were discussed at the meeting and 

Margot is now the county contact. The membership fee of the network will 

increase to £21. There are to be 3 workshops organised for next year and 

they are Holidays and Day Trips, Growth Matters and Gardening. 

7 Group Leaders Meeting: the programme has been agreed: it will start at 

12noon with lunch – Anne Pinnock to talk about Accessibility - Chris to 

give a short talk on Moocs – and group fair discussion. Group Leaders 

who haven’t responded need to be chased up – Sue to contact Local not 

Global to order food, a comments form to be produced for all the tables 

so that they can be filled in during the sessions and then we can 

answer/discuss during the Q & A session at the end which will include 

university, 2 people having membership contacts in case of illness – 

identifying possible future group leaders and committee members, RUGs 

and an exchange of ideas of similar groups in cluster groups. CC/MP/SB 

8 Workshop on Participative Learning – 2 members have shown interest 

and Long Eaton and Stapleford have also and the members will be 

emailed to ascertain interest – however will only be held if 30 people are 

interested and so many more names will be needed because of possible 

cancellations. 

9 Chairs Cluster Meeting – Notes to be taken at meetings – it was decided 

that Group Co-ordinators would find it useful to exchange ideas so Sue 

will send the GC’s email addresses to Chris for her to contact. SB/CC 

10 Development Plan – updated. 

11 AOB – Sandie Banks had contacted Sue about the Christmas tree 

display which she did last year for the U3A at the Parish Church. It was 

agreed that the committee would pay her £50 for the tree and U3A 

decorations. It was also agreed that the decorating of the tree could be 

opened up to all groups and that this should be discussed during the 

summer of 2017. At the request of the chair and with the agreement of  
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all the committee it was decided that future committee meetings would 

start at 1.30pm. ELeMB has changed the timing with Karen and we will be 

able to have the Wesley Room. Next month’s committee meeting will be 

held at Margot’s house and it will start at 10.30am followed by a fuddle 

and all members will bring food with them – it was decided at the meeting 

as to who will bring what so if there are any problems please contact Sue. 

12 Agreed Future Meeting: Monday December 5th 10.30am at Margot’s - 

Monday January 9th at 1.30pm – Monday February 6th @ 1.30pm 

Suggested and approved date for March Monday 6th @ 1.30pm 

 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………Dated…………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


