
MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 7TH 2015 COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 

CRMC STARTING AT 10AM 

1 Apologies: Breda Cooper 

Present: Sue Blackley, Malcolm Brookbanks, Marie Potts, Richard 

Eddleston, Chris Chater, Steve Austin, Lucy Beardsley, Jo Muxlow, Margot 

Gale, Elizabeth LeMB. 

2 Minutes of November meeting; agreed and signed. 

3 Matters Arising: Sue has spoken to Sheila and as from January the 

drinks at the open meeting will be served from the bar in the foyer, the 

small round table will be moved into the church hall.  Group Leaders must 

get the permission of the members of their groups if they want to use the 

CC facility and not the BCC when sending group emails.  

4 Reports 

Chairman: Sue was pleased with the short talk given by Mandy Topp on 

shared learning and a couple of members put forward suggestions after 

the meeting. Sue reported that the action plan has been updated and that 

good progress is being made. The thank you to volunteers held last 

Thursday at the White Lion pub with lovely food provided by Sergio went 

very well – the certificates were well received and Marie will send out 

certificates to those who had sent apologies for not being able to attend. 

The quiz went well, all the tickets were sold and a fun evening was had by 

all. The Group Leaders meeting will be held on January 15th at CRMC. MP 

Treasurer: Income for November was £278.50 and expenditure was 

£375.80 leaving a balance of £10795.30. It was agreed by the committee 

that the swimming group deficit would be written off.  

Membership Secretary: There were 7 new members, 1 renewed member 

bringing the membership total to 580. The Xmas open meeting was 

attended by 205 members plus 3 visitors totalling 208. It was agreed that 

anyone joining the U3A as of February next year would be given the new 

year’s card and charged £20 thereby getting 2 months free. 

Business Secretary: There is now a new provider of the 24 hour legal 

advice line that is open to all members.  This is Arc Legal and the number 

is 0344 770 1040 and quote “U3A Legal Helpline”.  There are various new 

subject advisors for groups, bridge, archaeology, classical Greek, poetry, 

English folk dance, geography. Richard and Steve went to Nottingham 

University to meet Jacquie Storey who then passed them on to Rachel 

Green.  They have an appointment with her in late January. Steve will 

scan the university website looking for departments who already have  
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outreach groups. Richard will also discuss with Karen the fire regulations 

for CRMC.                                                           RE/SA    

Group Coordinators Report: Chris reported back to the committee her 

findings on who does or who does not have a waiting list – however this is 

a moveable feast. The new Come Painting Group is advertising for 

members and would take place on every Wednesday of the month. 

German Conversation group is still in abeyance.  The History group has 

made big strides and they start again next month. Scottish Dance Group 

will start in January 2016.  A concern had been raised by a group leader 

who does not have email about the cost of having to ring new members 

or existing members with information.  These calls can be claimed for.  

Publicity: Publicity for the donation to the Pearson Centre for the table 

tennis was covered in the Grapevine and Beeston Express.  A Family 

History Special Meeting was organised by Chris O’Brien at Leicester 

University and members of various U3A groups attended to hear a talk by 

Professor Schurer on identifying Richard III.  An error was brought to 

Steve’s attention by Helen Stewart on her Writing for Pleasure group page 

and it was suggested that group leaders should periodically check our 

website for errors.  Steve was told about a retirement seminar being run 

at Beeston Town Hall. In the past they have not been a fruitful for us as 

often attendees are not from our area but he did leave some U3A leaflets 

and had the opportunity to speak to one person who specifically had 

asked about the U3A. Sue asked Steve to make sure that information 

about the groups fair being held in March 2016 is well publicised.    SA 

Speaker Seeker and Outings Organiser: The Birmingham Tattoo visit was 

a success and the Globe Visit next month is full. 23 members have 

booked for the Elgar’s Birthplace Museum and Spetchley Park Gardens. 

Highclere Castle and Gardens will run but more people can be taken. 

Malvern Flower show has 17 people expressing an interest. A 3 day visit 

to Edinburgh Tattoo was offered for the first time in December and we 

need to know quickly of any interest. Lucy read out the speakers list for 

the next U3A year and this will be given to Steve who will organise the 

printing of the new member’s card in the colour purple. A number of 

members will be bringing items for Charles Hanson to appraise in 

January.  Marie will send an email to the members advising them to bring 

the items in January also asking them to sit downstairs on the chairs 

specially reserved for them.                                              LJB/SA/MP  

Communications Officer: Sue noted that a few group leaders do not 

submit a report for the newsletter so Marie will email them to see if she 

can assist in producing a report. Marie and Sue will contact those group  



3 

leaders who have not replied to the notice about the meeting and it was 

agreed that if a group leader was unable to attend then a substitute could 

be sent.                                                             MP/SB     

5 January Open Meeting Arrangements: A row of chairs would be put in 

front of the pews and these would be reserved for those who were 

bringing items to be assessed by Charles Hanson. Margot will do notices 

for each chair with the names on of those participating. 

6 Group Leaders Meeting: Committee members who will be helping to set 

the meeting up to be there at 11.30am and the meeting proper starts at 

12.30pm – lunch until 1.15pm – Sue will do an introduction then the 

group leaders will have a discussion among themselves and paper and 

pens will be supplied. Then there will be a feedback session then the 

meeting will be finished by 3pm.  Items for Sue to raise: Checking the 

website and using BCC in emails, newsletter pieces by group leaders, 

suggestions for helping new members integrate into each group – could 

each group have a meeter/greeter to help new members feel welcome. 

What about starting a small committee of members to help put on events. 

Problems with abusive members.                          MP/SB + committee 

7 Email sent requesting volunteers etc.  There were no replies so the 

request for helpers will remain on the membership form.       MG 

8 Constitution – deferred to next month. 

9 Action Plan: Nothing from Steve re college. Members to be invited to a 

committee meeting to observe the proceedings with the intent to 

encourage them to join the committee. March committee meeting to be 

changed to the afternoon so that leaders from the cluster groups could 

join us to discuss the possibility of a shared learning day in April. 

10 Members Questionnaire – Sue presented her version and was 

approved with a couple of changes.                                      SB 

11 Funding Application from Canasta Group – Canasta wanted some 

special packs of cards at a cost of £40 – this was approved and Sue will 

let them know.  Malcolm said that they should buy them and let him have 

the receipt.                                                                  SB 

12 AOB: Events suggestions were made by Margot and Jo – A Murder 

Mystery evening and a Treasure Hunt.  Further enquiries to be made. 

13 Agreed Future Meetings: January 2016 Monday 11th @ 10am, February 

2016 Monday 8th @ 10am, March 2016 Monday 7th @ 2pm [note change 

of time] and April 2016 Monday 11th @ 10am. 


