
MINUTES FOR THE U3A COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY JUNE 

6TH 2016 AT BMC STARTING AT 10AM 

1 Apologies: Marie Potts, Richard Eddleston, Jo Muxlow and Breda 

Cooper. Present: Lucy Beardsley, Chris Chater, Malcolm Brookbanks, 

Janis Patterson, Steve Austin, Sue Blackley, Margot Gale, Elizabeth LeMB 

2 Minutes of May Meeting: approved and signed. 

3 Matters Arising: Sue again forgot to tell those present at the open 

meeting about what to do in case of a fire and Lucy has agreed to remind 

her at the beginning of meetings. Sue wrote to St Johns Ambulance about 

defibrillators and received a letter from them advising her of price etc. 

After much discussion it was decided not to proceed any further with this 

and to rely on fast responders in case of an emergency. Chris has 

designed and sent out to group leaders a new roll call sheet with an extra 

column to be ticked when group members have shown their new 

membership card. There has been no further information on the funeral of 

Douglas McDonald.                                                                LJB 

4 Chairman’s Report: Sue has updated the action plan and this will be 

discussed later in the meeting. The Shared Learning Project involving 

research into the history of The Grange has now begun. Sue was very 

pleased with how well the 5th birthday celebration party went. Sue has 

received a very nice thank you and congratulation card from Paula 

Hammond who said how much she had enjoyed the tea and Liz Barnes 

also sent a thank you card. Tickets for the wine tasting are selling well. 

Decisions need to be made about attendance at the AGM and this will be 

discussed later in the meeting. 

Treasurers Report: Income was £1933.30 for this month and expenditure 

was £3945.49 – this was particularly high as we had to pay the affiliation 

fee to the 3rd Age Trust and for the 3rd Age publications. This left a total of 

£14.407.67. Malcolm submitted a budget for 2016/17 and said he would 

switch £5000 from the current account to the deposit account. 

Membership Secretary Report: We had 20 new members this month 

bringing our membership to 576. At the open meeting we had 6 visitors 

and 158 members making a total of 158. Margot told us that about 10 

people had said they would not be renewing their membership and the 

reasons given were they were very busy and they praised the efforts of 

Beeston U3A. 

Business Secretary: No Report. 

Group Co-Ordinators Report: Christ reported that there had been a 

successful first meeting of the Singing for Fun group and it has already 

been suggested that a new Singing for Fun Group might be required. The  
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2nd meeting for the Latin for Beginners group took place but no one within 

the group felt that they knew enough Latin to take the group forward and 

so Marie is advertising to see if anyone within the U3A is interested in 

taking the role on. Meetings will take place in the Wesley Room on 

Wednesday 29th June at BMC to start Conversational German for 

Beginners Group 9.30-10.30am – Conversational French for Beginners 

Group 10.30-11.30am and Ambling Group 11.30am-12.30pm. The 

Medium Walks group is full and they are advertising for a 2nd new group 

coordinator/leader to take responsibility for organising it.  If anyone is 

interested they should contact Alan Bailey. A 2nd Yoga Group is in the 

offing and we hope the possible organisers will attend the New Members 

Coffee morning this week. Kath Childs has been in touch about starting up 

a 2nd Ukulele group and Marie will be asked to send out a mailing 

advertising the group.                                                               MP 

Chris has been consulting Mike Allery about the microphone problem in 

the Guild Room. After much discussion Malcolm proposed that we buy a 

portable system and a portable loop system. This was agreed but then 

where do we keep it. Sue will contact Karen to see if there is anywhere 

we could keep the new equipment. If there is, then Elizabeth would be in 

charge of the booking system.                                                    SB 

Publicity Report: The Business plan which needs university involvement 

has stalled. Marie will contact members for suggested people to contact at 

the university. Computing – Central College Involvement: 32 members 

have expressed an interest so Steve will contact the college to set up 

sessions in September. Still waiting for Beeston Express to send an 

invoice and the Heritage Open Day in September will be held at Barton’s. 

Speaker Seeker/Outings Organiser: Both Highclere and the Globe visits 

are full. The response to the Malvern Show in the autumn is very slow 

and so it will be cancelled. 16 members have signed up for the Xmas visit 

to Haddon Hall. Lucy needs someone to take responsibility for greeting 

the designated speaker at our open meetings and an appeal will be put on 

the rolling notices. The committee decided to ask this month’s speaker 

back again in 2018. 

Communications Officer’s Report: The newsletter has been sent out but 

Marie is still experiencing difficulties in sending out a bulk mailing. As we 

pay for this we should get Sue Wilding to come back and sort it out. On 

Margot’s return she will get together with Marie to send it out to the few 

non-email members, as normal. It was decided that it would be expedient 

to buy an external hard drive – Marie could do all her U3A work on it and 

there would be a permanent record of everything Marie had. Malcolm will  



3 

buy it. Marie has received the new signs and she will colour code them 

and take them to the church. Eve Gurd has kindly agreed to take 

responsibility for putting out the signs and packing them away again at 

the Open Meeting.                                                              MP/MB 

5 July Meeting: No special equipment needed. 

6 Development Plan: There needs to be a committee training session for 

possible new committee members included in the plan. Margot explained 

the Beacon System which is a payment system set up by the U3A and 

250 groups had signed up for it. Margot and Malcolm explained to the 

committee the good and the bad and it was decided that we would ask for 

representatives from local groups who had signed up for the system to 

come and talk to us about it.                                               SB/MG 

7 National Conference 25/6th August: Margot, Chris, Malcolm, Sue and 

possibly Marie will attend both days of the conference. Elizabeth will 

attend the AGM and the members will be asked if they want to go. The 

committee members going will book their own places. 

8 Committee Dinner: It was agreed that we would have a summer 

committee dinner and Margot will send out a doodle to pick a date in late 

August early September for a meal at Table 8.                             MG 

9 Committee Members and the Members List: It was agreed that Lucy 

would also receive the updated members list every month.           MG 

10 AOB – Sue had been contacted by a member about a collection called 

Smalls for All and after much discussion it was decided that the notice 

would be put on the community notice board and a reminder to check the 

community board would be put on the rolling notices. Margot will also 

send the volunteers list to Sue and Kath Childs.                   SA/MG 

12 Agreed Future Meetings: July 11th @ 10am, August Tuesday @ 2pm. 

Suggested October date agreed 10th at 10am. 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………..Dated………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 


