
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 5TH 

AT 2PM AT CRMC 

1 Apologies: Marie Potts, Jo Muxlow and Breda Cooper 

Present: Sue Blackley, Lucy Beardsley, Malcolm Brookbanks, Chris 

Chater, Steve Austin, Margot Gale, Richard Eddleston and ElizLeMB 

2 Minutes of September Meeting: agreed and signed. 

3 Matters Arising: Cheque presentation at the Pearson Centre went well. 

4 Reports 

Chairman: Tickets are selling well and it will go ahead. Macmillan 

Afternoon went well but we were noticeably low on numbers but there 

were many other Macmillan events on that day – we raised £601.71. 

Sue had a very productive meeting with the Chairs of Long Eaton and 

Ilkeston – a joint study day for a Shared Learning Project was discussed 

and this could take place next year – both Hilary and Andrew will attend 

our open meeting in December to hear Mandy Topp speak.  It was felt 

that we should decide when to invite Stapleford to join our cluster and 

that it wasn’t a national or regional decision. It was agreed by the 

committee to propose the date 28th April 2016 as a prospective shared 

learning meeting. After the cluster meeting Sue came away convinced 

that many U3As make up their own rules and as long as it wasn’t to the 

detriment of the U3A or that the law wasn’t broken then we can make our 

own rules. The U3A Constitution was discussed and we decided to look at 

ours in January 2016.                                                         

The Action Plan was looked at and Richard and Steve have met to discuss 

approaching the University of Nottingham’s community department and 

Richard has been in contact with Jacqui Storey and it has been agreed 

that they will meet.  Lucy gave us the name of Yan Tan Mellor who is the 

Vice Principal of Central College – the idea for this connection is that it 

would be nice if their senior students could help with the IT problems our 

members have – Steve to follow up.                                         SA/RE 

It was also suggested that the committee would present to group leaders 

who has led a group for 3 years a certificate.  Sue will ask Marie to put 

together an email to go to all members to ask them what groups they 

would like to have and how do they like the way the Beeston U3A is run – 

we would ask for the feedback to be available for discussion at next year’s 

AGM.  I t was agreed that we would arrange a thank you of coffee and 

cakes for the Group Leaders at the White Lion in December. SM/MP 

Treasurer: Income during the past month was £691.50 and expenditure 

was £684.49 leaving a balance of £10.020.39. Malcolm told us that we  
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were about £1500 up on this time last year so we would be able to reduce 

the membership fee for next year only as planned.  Malcolm had been 

able to confirm that when a members pays a cheque and it bounces 

because they are in between banks then we would not have to pay the 

bank charges.   

Business Secretary: It was agreed that we would send for a variety of 

publicity material that was free of charge.  It was also agreed that we 

would vote for Jane Pavey who is standing as a regional trustee for the 

East Midlands U3As.                                                    RE 

Publicity Officer: Steve will be going to Beeston Library to talk about out 

posters. Heritage Open Day held at the Pearson Centre – Steve said that 

it wasn’t very well attended and he felt that it wasn’t worth repeating the 

exercise unless it returns to Barton’s.  The rolling notices were sent to all 

the members on email and they have been welcomed by the members. 

SA 

Speaker Seeker and Outings Organiser: Interest has been shown in both 

the Malvern visit and Elgar’s Birthplace Museum.  Confirmation has been 

received from the Globe Theatre of our booking.  Still some places 

available for the Birmingham Tattoo and finally Lucy is still waiting for 

some speakers to respond to her emails – it was agreed that if they 

hadn’t been in contact by the end of the month then Lucy could contact 

other possible speakers.  A request was made by a member for a visit to 

the poet John Clare’s home but it was felt that the interest would be small 

and perhaps they should organise the outing themselves.   LB 

A sub-committee of Lucy, Marie, Chris and Elizabeth would be set up to 

organise the January visit of Charles Hanson – we would need about 20 

small items.                                                           LJB/MP/CC/ELeMB 

Communications Officer: Newsletters are all out by email or post. Literacy 

Volunteers Table was much appreciated by the organiser Emma 

Trowbridge and some of our members either signed up or took leaflets. 

Marie asked us to reconsider our position re outside organisations – after 

much discussion it was agreed that we would add another notice to the 

rolling notices listing voluntary organisation who contact us offering 

volunteering opportunities for our members and that we felt were 

compatible with our ethos.  Steve would make the decisions but with the 

back-up of Sue Blackley.  Marie reported the visit of 2 members from 

West Bridgford to our open meeting last week they seemed impressed 

with our operation. Marie had been contacted by an organisation called 

HOST which arranges the visits of overseas students to the homes of  
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participating members – it was decided that this wasn’t something we 

were interested in. 

5 November Open Meeting – the speaker has asked for a table, 

microphone and glass of water.                                      SA 

6 Meeting of Group Leaders – this was agreed to be on Monday January 

11th 2016 and would be discussed further at next month’s meeting. 

7 Script for members to use when visiting groups to talk about the 

committee: put on next month’s agenda. 

8 Local History: Chris will follow this up. 

9 Use of U3A Computer outside the CRMC: Richard will check to see what 

the insurance position is. 

10 Report from Network Workshop: deferred to next month. 

11 Cluster Meeting: already discussed. 

Agreed Future Meetings: November – Monday 9th @10am – December – 

Monday 7th @ 10am, January 2016 – Monday 11th @ 10am 

Suggested date for February – Monday 8th @ 10am – agreed and booked. 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………………….  Dated………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


