
MINUTES OF THE U3A COMMITTEE MEETING HELDON MONDAY 11TH JULY 

2016 AT BMC STARTING AT 10AM 

 

1 Apologies: Jo Muxlow, Malcolm Brookbanks, Janis Patterson and Margot 

Gale.  Present: Sue Blackley, Marie Potts, Lucy Beardsley, Chris Chater, 

Breda Cooper, Richard Eddleston, Steve Austin and Elizabeth LeMB. 

2. Minutes of the June Meeting – approved and signed. 

3. Matters Arising: Funeral of Douglas McDonald will be held on Friday 

15th at 11am at Broxtowe Crematorium. Ukulele Group – only 4 people 

are on the waiting list. Sue had contacted the church administrator Karen 

who has confirmed that should we decide to buy our own sound 

equipment Karen would be able to find a locked storage cupboard that we 

could keep it in. Marie has suggested that we keep an eye on the press 

releases from Nottingham University so that we could see what sort of 

research help we can give to the university.  Steve wanted, as we all do, 

to have a two way relationship but after reading about the experience of 

Plymouth U3A and their local university and the time it took then we have 

to accept that this is the way to go. Marie will send out an email to the 

membership to ask for names to contact as the university that can be a 

help to us. Steve will add a page to the rolling notices asking for 

volunteers to be a Speaker greater to help Lucy. Steve will also put a 

reminder on the rolling notices for our members to check the community 

notice board.                                                              MP/SA 

4 Chairman’s Report: Lucy was thanked for the excellent speaker for the 

July meeting. Gill Morral has reported to Sue on the shared learning 

project into the history of The Grange and all is going well.  Tickets for 

the wine tasting evening in October are selling well. Sue will update the 

development plan for next month’s meeting.                         SB 

Treasurer’s Report: Total income for June is £1112.00 and expenditure 

was £415.31. This leaves £12,550.46 of which 2/3rds has been 

transferred to a saving account. 

Membership Secretary: We had 10 new members in July and 18 visitors 

to the open meeting. A total of 171 members attended the open meeting 

and it brings our membership to 603. Marie raised the question of 

whether we should put a number limit on the Beeston U3A membership. 

After a discussion it was decided that the overall membership could keep 

growing as it was the number attending the open meeting that was 

important and as the church could seat 400 [however they do advertise 

that they can seat 500 at a push] then we should be ok. 
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Business Secretary: Richard has renewed the CLA License and the 

membership of the East Midlands U3A’s at a cost of £20 and £60. 

Information on a Humour group has been passed to Chris. Pam Jones who 

is the chair of U3A’s has renewed her request for views from the members 

of the future structure of the U3A. Regional Conference on 19th 

September at Eastwood Hall. 

Group Co-Ordinator: A second meeting of those interested in Latin for 

Beginners ended without anyone coming forward. Since then Chris has 

received a response from Brendan Murphy who is prepared to lead a 

group but is unable to start it until the autumn. Prospective Ambling 

Group: 3 members [out of 8 members who had shown interest] attended 

the initial meeting and showed great enthusiasm for the group but no one 

came forward to lead it either as an individual or as part of a team.  

However Glenis Fisher has asked for another meeting so we wait to see 

what evolves. Prospective French Conversation Group for Beginners: 

Initial meeting took place on 29th June but no one was prepared to teach 

but were prepared to help run the group.  Awaiting further responses. 

Prospective German Conversation Group for Beginners: A small number 

turned up at the initial meeting and they stated that they were prepared 

to run the group but not teach. Sue Blackley had considered teaching but 

could not commit to the 2/4 meetings a month she felt would be needed 

to make the group meaningful. Local History Group: Alan Windsor has 

written to Chris and said that he will give up leading the group in 

September. It was suggested that we could have a new set up meeting 

with the group and help them sort out a leadership team. Chris will 

contact Alan. Prospective 2nd Yoga Group: The setting up of this group is 

still in flux as the possible leaders have not been back in touch with Chris. 

Mike Allery has been working hard on our behalf re an audio system. The 

church has now replaced the one missing from the Guild Room so it is no 

longer urgent for us to buy one. However we could contribute to a special 

switch to turn of the ceiling mounted speakers as they are causing the 

feedback problem. 

Publicity Report: University Business Plan – no progress. Central College 

Computing help. Steve has set up a meeting with those involved at 10am 

on September 21st at the college – it is hoped that a large number, if not 

all of those who have expressed an interest in one-to-one help will attend 

this meeting. Steve will contact the names on his list to ask for 

confirmation of attendance at this meeting and Marie will send a round 

robin seeking extra names for this important involvement.  Steve will 

order more leaflets from HQ. Sue has received an email from Hilary Wells 

of Long Eaton U3A who has advised us that she has been able to get a  
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special discount for U3A members who wish to attend the Art Out Loud 

event at Chatsworth House on September 23/25th. Marie will send a round 

robin advising our members of this with the special code required.  MP/SA                                              

Speaker Seeker/Outings Organiser: The Globe trip is full but there are 

now 2 single places available on the Highclere Castle and Gardens. The 

Xmas trip to Haddon Hall is filling up nicely. Lucy said that the Windsor 

Boat organization were now organising Xmas outings so this could be 

considered for the future. 

Communications Officer’s: Malcolm has bought the new external drive and 

Marie asked permission to contact Sue to help with its setting up. The 

new signs have come and Eve Gurd is now in charge of them at the open 

meeting.  Chris Chater has offered to help with the sending out of the 

postal copies of the newsletter.                                               MP 

Events Co-Ordinator: Janis has proposed a Burns Supper with dancing for 

January. This will need a lot of organizing and so the committee will wait 

for Janis to give them more details of who will cook the haggis, play the 

bagpipes and say the ode to the Haggis etc. at the next meeting.  JP 

Agreed Future Meetings: Tuesday August 9th at 2pm, September 5th at 

10am and October 10th at 10am. 

Suggested date for November 7th at 10am agreed and booked.  

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………  Dated………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


