
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 11TH 2016 COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 

CRMC STARTING AT 10AM 

 

1 Apologies: Breda Cooper and Steve Austin. 

Present: Sue Blackley, Malcolm Brookbanks, Marie Potts, Richard 

Eddleston, Chris Chater, Lucy Beardsley, Jo Muxlow, Margot Gale, 

Elizabeth LeMB. 

2 Minutes of December meeting: agreed and signed. 

3 Matters Arising: The move to have the coffee distributed from the coffee 

bar in the foyer of the church had not worked so as from February it 

would move back into the church hall and the tables for the 2 lunch clubs 

would go back into the small room at the back of the hall. Jo Muxlow will 

contact those members in charge of the lunch clubs to advise them of the 

move back to the previous arrangements. Marie will contact Sheila Strang 

to let her know of the change. Concern was raised over the possibility of 

accidents with hot drinks so a notice will be added to the rolling notices 

and put in the newsletter.  It was agreed that the community board will 

be set up in the church foyer at future open meetings.  MP/JM 

4 Reports 

Chairman: Sue was very pleased with the success of Charles Hanson at 

Januarys open meeting – Sue said that members had left the talk 

buzzing. The committee agreed that the Shared Learning event would be 

open to Long Eaton and Ilkeston – it would be a half day event and we 

would hold it in the Guild Room in the morning of the 28th April [room 

booked 9.30am – 12 noon]. Marie will send an email to all the 

membership advising them of the event and asking those who wanted to 

attend the meeting to let her know. It was agreed that Mandy Topp would 

be invited to help. Gill Morral had come up with a couple of suggestions 

on possible areas of research. Margot’s husband Ali would also possibly 

contribute to the event. Final arrangements were made for the Group 

Leaders meeting on Friday and Margot agreed to buy milk etc. for the 

meeting, items to be agreed with Sue. Committee members to be there at 

11.30am to set up the tables and chairs and food will be served at 12.30.  

Marie was asked to send an email to the membership asking for interest 

in a possible Murder Mystery evening which would be held at 

Attenborough village hall at a cost of approximately £15 if 100 people 

attended.  It was also agreed that we needed an events co-ordinator and 

was suggested that a social committee could be formed.  It was also 

agreed that we would have a summer tea party to celebrate the first 5 

years of Beeston U3A.                             SB/MG/MP 
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Treasurer: Income during the last month was £1043.50 and expenditure 

was £835.51 leaving a balance of £10783.59. 

Membership Secretary: Membership stands at 586 and the attendance of 

236 at the open meeting had been swelled by 22 visitors. This high 

number was due to us advising the prospective members that it was a 

good financial deal to come as a visitor this month and join in February as 

this payment would cover them until April 2017. Margot confirmed that 

the cost of renewal of membership for the year 2016/17 would be £15 

and if they were already members of another group where they paid the 

capitation fee then the charge would be £11.50. Margot will contact Steve 

to ask him if he has changed the information on the membership fee on 

our website. Marie would send an email to the membership reminding 

them of the reduction in this year’s fee.                 MG/SA/MP                                                                          

Business Secretary: The meeting at Nottingham University will take place 

on 20th January and Richard reported that he had tried all the fire doors in 

the church complex and they all worked. 

Group Co-Ordinator: an Ambling Group, Latin for Beginners, a second 

Book Club and finally Crochet and Knitting had been suggested – Chris 

will co-ordinate with Marie about sending out an email to the membership 

to gauge interest. Chris and Marie will also collaborate on a format letter 

to be sent to other non U3A groups asking to be advertised within our 

membership. Pauline Bright is trying a few taster bridge sessions starting 

in March and a notice will be added to Februarys rolling notices. Still no 

contact from Christa about the German Conversation class. Photography 

Group: Heather had been thinking of giving up leadership of this group 

but several members came forward to help her and so Heather will stay 

as its figurehead. The Scottish Dancing group starts next week and 

another Wine Appreciation group which has a different emphasis to our 

present one could be starting soon. Nottingham Playhouse has contacted 

Chris about short creative courses they hold at the Playhouse. It was 

agreed that the information would be put on the community board. CC/MP 

Publicity Report: Computing – Central College involvement – Steve will be 

meeting Jeanette Mortimer and Jane Fletcher from Central College on 14th 

January to see about possible involvement of the U3A. Steve would like 

us to check that all copyright material has been removed from the U3A 

website.  It was agreed that the U3A laptop would be upgraded to 

Window 10 and Steve will contact Mike about this.   The membership card 

was approved with changes to the AGM items.                       SA 
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Speaker Seeker/Outings Co-Ordinator: The Elizabethan Experience is 

booked and happening next Monday 18th.  Lucy is going to see if she can 

get more rooms for the Highclere Castle outing. Elgar’s Birthplace and 

Museum and Spetchley Park Gardens still needs more bookings and so 

does Edinburgh Tattoo.  Interest has been shown in Malvern Autumn 

Flower Show. 

Communications Officer’s Report: Marie will print off the certificates to be 

given out at Friday’s meeting or posted to those Group Leaders who 

qualify and are unable to attend. As yet Marie has been unable to attend 

the Newsletter Editors’ Meeting as it is on the same day as our open 

meeting. Marie raised the possibility of having a Christmas goodies stall to 

raise money for us - but the committee didn’t think this was necessary.  

Margot pointed out that we were still inviting established members to 

come to the New Members Coffee Morning at the White Lion and it was 

felt to be unnecessary so Steve can you please change the wording on 

this slide.                                                        MP/SA 

5 February Open Meeting Arrangements – in place. 

6 Group Fair – to be held at March open meeting – email to be sent to all 

members advising them of this event, the fact that we will be open until 

1pm and that members can bring their friends who are interested in 

joining us for free.  Further discussion at the next committee meeting 

after canvassing opinions at the group leaders meeting. 

7 Constitution: checked and agreed – no changes necessary. 

8 Copyright Pictures on the Website and Rolling Notices – done. 

9 Updating the U3A Laptop to Windows 10 – agreed. 

10 Members Questionnaire – Marie to email and post a copy of the agreed 

questionnaire to all members after the group leaders meeting and hard 

copies to be available at February open meeting. Replies to be given to 

Sue. 

11 Shared Learning Project – done. 

12 Group Leaders Meeting final arrangements – done. 

13 AOB 

14 Agreed Future Meetings: February Monday 8th @ 10am, Monday March 

7th at 2pm, April Monday 11th @ 10am. 

Suggested date for May Monday 9th @ 10am agreed and booked. 

 


