
 

MINUTES OF THE U3ACOMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 11th APRIL 2016 AT BMC 

(CHILWELL Rd) AT 10.00 AM 

1.  Apologies:  Margot Gale, Breda Cooper, Elizabeth Le MB. 

2.  Present:  Sue Blackley (Chair), Marie Potts, Jo Muxlow, Lucy Beardsley, Chris Chater, 

Steve Austin, Richard Eddleston, Malcolm Brooksbank.  (Observer Janis Patterson). 

3.  Minutes of the March Meeting:  passed and signed. 

4.  Matters Arising:  33 tickets sold for the tea so far and 4 reserved.  Marie to write 

round again as time is getting short.             MP 

       5.  Chairman’s Report:  Sue thanked Lucy for another excellent speaker.  £458 was 

collected for a remote village in Nepal.  Shared learning event now organised with about 30 

expected.  Sue had sent us a copy of the programme, and will now send it to participants.  

SB, MP and CC will be present.  A few more responses from the questionnaire, but all 

positive.  A few suggestions will be followed up.  There were suggestions for different 

groups: Opera, DIY and Dress making, Men in sheds.  Fine wine tasting evening arranged for 

October 7th.  Cost £15 at Resource Centre, Beeston.  We need to finalise attendance at the 

National Conference.  We looked at Mike Allery’s suggestion for group leaders being able to 

see membership lists to check off that all were members.  The membership computer 

system will be changing and it seemed best to stick with the current practice which was not 

felt to be a great issue. 

6.  Treasurer’s Report:  Malcolm had circulated a monthly report, a draft annual report and 

a commentary on the report.  The last two will be sent to members as well. To have 50 

copies available upstairs and downstairs in the church.  Agreed that as we have so much 

money, we could consider keeping the annual fee at £15 for another year.  Malcolm had 

decided the money held by Piers should be shown in the general account and not the social 

one.   MP/MB 

7.  Membership Secretary:  184 attended April meeting.  Total membership 411.  242 have 

not yet renewed.  

8.  Business Secretary:  Gift aid applied for.  ( worth nearly £2,000.00).  Agreed an 

amendment to the constitutional amendment Richard had produced.  Richard to send Marie 

a copy to send out to members via email before AGM.  Richard produced guidelines for fire 

procedures.  These were agreed.  The committee members would act as stewards and 

shepherd people from downstairs out at the back and not into the main church, and those 

upstairs would be shown out via the exits at the bottom of both stairs.  To put this on the 

rolling notices.  Sue to announce it briefly at the start of the meeting. SB, RE,MP,SA 

9.  Group Co-Ordinator:  Singing Group:  Issue of paying or not for sheet music. Sue to check 

with HQ.  Cost could out of equipment budget.  Latin Group:  2 agreed to share the lead.  

Second wine Group, starts tomorrow.  No leaders for French or German.  Painting course 



ended.  Issue of car sharing and payments and insurance.  Malcolm to check, but it was felt 

that if it was not for profit then there was no issue.    MB 

10.  Publicity:  No response from the local University.  To follow up.  Only 4 people asked for 

help with computing.  A great shame as the college were keen.  Marie to write round again. 

Heritage Open Day 10th September at Barton’s. 

11.  Speaker Seeker/ Outings Organiser:  Lucy continues to book speakers for 17/18.  We 

discussed a couple and rejected one.  Highclere full.  Malvern needs a few more.  Globe full.  

41 booked for Thursday 14th . 

12.  Communications Officer:  New members:  Marie needs to give up the lead on this.  To 

be shared among committee members and agreed upon who will attend as a standing item 

at each committee meeting.  Marie will bring the folders to the committee meeting when 

she cannot do it.  We looked at the issue of table signs.  Agreed it was best to start from 

scratch, so that they are all the same.  Agreed to buy 20 and ditch the old ones. Sue and 

Marie to agree on which.      MP/SB/ELMB 

13.  AGM Arrangements:  Richard to send a list to Sue of who is standing with nominator’s 

as he will be on holiday in May.  Chairs at the front for committee members.  Those 

standing/re-standing to be voted en masse unless we have extra people standing. 

14.  Defibrillator:  Agreed this was too complicated to offer.  If the church decided to have 

one, we would support it financially.  We do not have a first aider available.  We would 

anticipate that someone would step in and help, but that we would call emergency services 

if needed.   The cost at about £1.000.00 is also prohibitive.  Sue to speak to Karen.       SB 

15  CRMC Name Change:  We need to write Beeston Methodist Church ( Chilwell Road) in 

future. 

16.  AOB:  Accounts to go on the web once certified, but not before.   SA 

17.  Confidential Items:  None. 

18.  Agreed Future Meetings:  May 9th at 10am.  June 6th at 10.00 am.  July 11th at 10.00 am.  

Tuesday August 9th at 2.00 pm. 

   

 

Signed:   Sue Blackley (Chair)           ……………………………………………………………….. 

   Date              ……………………………………………………………. 

 


