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CHAIRPERSONS REPORT 

Good Morning everyone 

I am delighted to welcome you all to our 3rd AGM.  I am sure you will agree 

that Beeston U3A has come a long way in 3 years. It has grown and developed 

and I am sure it will continue to do so. As you know we had over 500 hundred 

members registered in 2013 to 2014. This year we already have over 350 

registrations so I am sure we will exceed the 500 hundred mark. 

We currently have 40 groups for our members. Although recently the 

Computer group closed I would like to record our thanks to David Hart who has 

guided alot of members in their first steps in technology! 

I have enjoyed meeting many of you at group meetings. It is very interesting to 

see how the different groups work! So how many groups do you belong to? 1 

or 2 or 3? Well I have it on reliable authority that someone is a member of 19 

groups! I am sure this is a record! 

 



This year 6 new groups have been developed 

 Performing Arts 

 Science 

 Practical gardening 

 Wine Tasting 

 Fun with numbers 

 Heritage walk 

A second Lunch and  Art History group have also been formed 

I am sure that there will be new groups opening in the next few months. One 

exciting development will be the Memory Course.  Four of our U3A members 

have attended a course and been on a training programme to learn about 

delivering it.  I am looking forward to attending this as I am sure that like me 

many of you suffer from ‘Senior Moment’s! 

 

 

 

 



We have also had 2 very successful Group Leaders meetings. These have 

provided an opportunity to air organisational issues and to share good 

practice. We have developed an information pack for group leaders and have 

attempted to streamline paperwork. A number of groups have requested 

financial support to buy equipment / magazine subscriptions etc. The 

committee are keen to support such requests especially if they make running 

the groups easier.  I hope the group leaders will continue to request this help. 

All our groups are very active and a number arrange visit to places of interest. 

 The Garden Visits group arranged outing to Ely Cathedral Flower Festival and 

Cathy Brown’s Garden as well as a number of local gardens – in some cases the 

gardens of group members. This year the group are visiting Highgrove and 

have booked a short break in Northumberland visiting gardens in the area. The 

main requisite for garden visits is of course tea and cake but there is no 

shortage of those in open gardens! 

Art history visited Wightwick manor near Birmingham, Houghton Hall in 

Norfolk and 78 Derngate in Northampton. This group has been so successful 

that a 2nd group has been started. This means that appox 100 members attend 

Art History – quite a triumph! 



Writing for pleasure has had marvellous success this year. They produced a 

booklet of writing which many of us brought at the Christmas celebration and 

Margaret Smith has won a national competition with a short story. Well done 

to all those writers. 

I know Buddies continues to grow and support single members, BUGS have 

performed at a variety of venues, the lunch and theatre groups continue to 

enjoy local facilities. I often wonder what folk did before they joined the U3A! 

All our group leaders work very hard to ensure the smooth running of our 

programme and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all their 

hard work. Thank you 

I feel that I really must mention Jim Turner at this point. Jim has been the 

Group Coordinator since Beeston U3A opened its doors. In the early days he 

cajoled, persuaded and twisted arms to get folk to become group leaders. He 

was tremendously successful and many of those group leaders are still with us 

today. Without Jim’s hard work I feel we would not be such a successful 

organisation. Jim has decided to step down as Group Coordinator. I would like 

to thank him most sincerely on your behalf for all his hard work. On a personal 

note I must thank him for his support when I have had to deal with 1or2 

challenges during the last year.  Thank you Jim. 



We are also loosing Hazel Brooke from our committee. Hazel has been a 

tremendous support to all the committee and we are sorry to loose her. 

There have been several events and visit which have been open to all our 

members - 2 very successful Ceilidhy’s and the planned Quiz for May is a sell 

out! Our events organiser is planning more functions for you all to join in.  

See you there? 

There have been a number of very successful outings - Rockingham Castle at 

Christmas, Bleckley Park, an overnight stay in London and a super visit to the 

Chelsea Flower show.  Over 50 members are off to the Malvern Spring Flower 

Show next week and I know there are more visits being organised. 

We continue to have an amazing variety if speakers at our monthly meetings. I 

hope that like me you have enjoyed hearing about a wide range of topics. Next 

month will be Paddy Tipping – I think this is one not to miss! 

Members of the committee have represented you at regional level – at the 

East Midlands AGM and Network meetings. Four committee members and 6 

ordinary members also attended the National AGM held at Nottingham 

University. We all try to keep up to date with changes of policy and keep you 

informed of events which may interest you. 

 



I would like thank everyone for their continued support for the Food Bank. Our 

10 bob bonanza was very successful and I can see from the pile of food outside 

that you are continuing to bring donations to our monthly meetings. 

 

To finish I want to thank all our Beeston U3A committee members for all their 

hard work. Everyone on this committee is enthusiastic, willing and very very 

hard working. Many were here last night setting up tables and putting up 

notices.  I think we are exceptional fortunate to have such an amazing group of 

people. Everyone contributes different talents and skills which makes for a 

very successful committee.  Thank you all 

Lastly our membership. I hope you continue to enjoy our U3A – tell your family 

and friends. Let us hope that 2014-15 is as enjoyable as the last year. 

Liz Barnes 

Chairperson. 


