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MINUTES OF THE FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE BEESTON U3A  

HELD ON THURSDAY 3RD MAY 2012 
 AT CHILWELL ROAD METHODIST CHURCH. 

 
      Apologies were received from : Ivan Jones,                  Norah Byron, 
                     Marie Potts,                 Barbara Selwood, 
                                                        Margaret Scothern,      Jim Turner, 
                                                        Veronica Smith,            Betty Manning, 
                                                        Sandra Tuffin,               Shirley Smith, 
                                                        Margaret Jones,           Janet Hoult, 
            Geoff Bagley,                Vivienne Morgan. 
             
      There were 154 members present. 
 
    1.Welcome. 
 
    The Chairman, Sue Cotton, welcomed members to the meeting and 

introduced those of the current Steering Committee who were present: 
                                                Jane Wild               – Vice Chairman, 
                                                 Anne Allery            – Treasurer, 
                Liz Barnes            – Membership Secretary, 
                                      Haydn Boothroyd  – Secretary, 
                              Lucy Beardsley     – Speaker Finder. 
       
    2. Chairman's Report. 
 
  Sue reviewed the first year of the U3A from its beginning with 179 members 

and 19 Interest Groups to the current 376 members and 27 Interest Groups. 
She acknowledged that all concerned had been on a steep learning curve 
and paid tribute to Steve Austin and Mike Johnson who had set up a website, 
which has registered 8500 hits, and to Marie Potts who produces the 
quarterly Newsletter which is the envy of the Region. Sue made the point that 
the U3A is very much an organisation run by volunteers which will only 
succeed and continue to grow insofar as members come forward to “lead” 
Groups. She paid particular tribute to the Group Leaders who, under Jim 
Turner's guidance, had agreed to “lead” the Interest Groups. The Chairman 
thanked the members of the Steering Committee who had settled quickly into 
their roles and had worked well together; Karen and her staff at the church 
and Sheila Strang with her team of helpers who provide the refreshments. 
The “Meeter/Greeters” have worked hard to ensure that members are 
welcomed at the Open Meetings. 
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Sue referred to the links which had been established with the Notts. Network 
and to the National Office which has an overview of all U3As. 

Finally the Chairman referred to the 2012 – 13 Membership Renewal Forms 
about which she had heard some negative comments. She assured members, 
however, that they had not been a waste of time and had proved very useful 
in obtaining offers of help as Tea Ladies, Meeters /Greeters, with room 
arrangements and with votes in favour of Gift Aid. 

 

3. Adoption of the Constitution. 

Sue referred to the Draft Constitution which had been posted on the U3A 
website, on the Bramcote Today website and made available at the meeting. 
She explained that, from the beginning, the Beeston U3A had been working 
to a draft Constitution drawn up from a model provided by the U3A Head 
Office. It was now necessary for the meeting to adopt the Constitution and 
asked for a proposer and seconder. 

Mike Johnson proposed and David Biggs seconded the adoption of the 
Constitution which was carried nem con (with no dissenters). 

 

4. Statement of Accounts. 

Anne Allery, the Treasurer, introduced the Statement of Accounts which had 
been handed round the meeting. She made particular reference to the Room 
Hire at the Church which is likely to increase next financial year because of 
increased use by the Committee and the reduction kindly given by Chilwell 
Road Methodist Church when we were starting up. Fees for Speakers seem 
to be increasing as do the costs of producing the Newsletter. 

Anne explained that she had received, and inspected, accounts from 18 of 
the 29 Interest Groups. She expected to receive the remainder shortly. 

Bryan Sutcliffe proposed, and Joy Dickson-Smith seconded, the adoption of 
the accounts. The proposal was carried nem con. 

 

5. Appointment of an Independent Examiner of Accounts. 

Sara P. Hall was appointed as Independent Examiner of Accounts for the 
year 2012 – 13 and thanked for performing the role this year. 
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6. Election of Officers and Committee for 2012-2013. 
 
The Chairman read out as follows the nominations which had been properly 
received: 
 

        POST               NAME   PROPOSER      SECONDER 

  Chairman         Sue Cotton          Robin Lloyd           Sheila Strang 

  Vice Chairman Jane Wild            Jim Turner             Haydn Boothroyd 

  Treasurer          Anne Allery         Janet Johnson       Susan Loughbrough 

  Membership 

  Secretary          Liz Barnes         Jane Wild                Elizabeth Dalton 

  Secretary          Haydn 

                           Boothroyd           Margaret Scothern   Helen Stewart 

  Group 

  Co-ordinator      Jim Turner          Mike Allery             Haydn Boothroyd 

  Newsletter   

   Editor                Marie Potts         Lucy Beardsley       Anne Hart 
 

Speaker 
Seeker             Lucy Beardsley   Marie Potts             Haydn Boothroyd 
 
General 
Committee      Elizabeth le 
                        Marchant- Brock  Jane Wild               Jim Turner 
                        Douglas 
           Macdonald            Lucy Beardsley     Jane Wild 
 
Maureen Rushton proposed, and Ron Jones seconded, that the Officers 
and Committee be elected en bloc. The proposal was carried nem con. 
 
7. Judy Lloyd gave a short appreciation of the Steering Committee’s work 
during the inaugural year which was well supported by the members. The 
good start that had been achieved was a measure of how long overdue was 
a U3A in Beeston. 
 
8. There being no other business, the meeting closed at 11.05. 


