
MINUTES OF THE FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BEESTON U3A 

HELD ON THURSDAY MAY 7TH 2015 AT CHILWELL ROAD METHODIST 

CHURCH 

 

1 - Apologies were received from: Christine Guest, Margaret Richardson, 

Karen Stainer and Jane Smith 

There were 160 members attending. 

2 – The Vice Chairman Lucy Beardsley welcomed members to the 

meeting. 

3 – Minutes of the AGM 2014 

These were taken as read and Bryan Sutcliffe proposed and Lynn Horton 

seconded the approval of the minutes, nem con. 

4 – Chairman’s Report read out by Lucy 

Helen started her report by noting that it had been an up-and-down year 

since the last AGM.  Our membership had reached 550 plus and the open 

meetings had been well attended despite the travails with the tram. There 

had been several changes in the last 12 months – firstly our previous 

chairman, Liz Barnes leaving us and moving away to spend more time 

with her family part way through the Beeston U3A year. Most of our 

interest groups had thrived; some, for a variety of reasons, have closed; 

others had had a change of leader and some new groups had started up. 

Helen expressed her thanks to all the group leaders for the hard work 

they put into their groups to make them a success. One of the groups we 

lost was the first Ukulele group known as BUGS who have become so 

successful they are now doing their own thing. However a new beginner’s 

ukulele group has started. 

Thanks to Lucy we have had some inspiring speakers and excellent and 

well supported trips and more are planned. Sue Blackley has put on some 

well-attended evening events. One member of a group has had her first 

novel printed and others have entered writing and photographic 

competitions. There has been a gardening holiday, art history has run 

trips to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and to the National Gallery in 

London; there have been numerous trips to local galleries, to the theatre 

and cinema and a wine tasting trip to France is being arranged. 

There have been other changes to the Committee, Jim Turner resigned his 

post as Group Co-ordinator, a position he had held since the start of 

Beeston U3A as well as Liz leaving.  Then came the sad and unexpected 

death of David Hurworth our kind and unflappable Treasurer.  It was 

difficult to replace him but thanks to Anne Allery who had been our  
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first treasurer, who stepped in to fill the gap until a new volunteer, 

Malcolm Brookbanks, could be found. Helen also thanked Steve Austin 

who took on the role of Group co-ordinator, allowing Helen to become 

Acting Chairman.  Helen also expressed her thanks to the members who 

take on the many hidden jobs which make us function as a U3A; the 

organising of the tea, the welcoming of the members etc. 

Helen finished her report by wishing the new Chair and the Committee all 

the very best in the coming year. 

5 – To Receive and Adopt the Statement of Accounts 2014-15 

Treasurer Malcolm Brookbanks introduced the Statement of Accounts and 

drew the membership’s attention to 2 items he felt should be explained. 

[a] Bank charges – the amount was there because cheques given to the 

U3A by 3 members had bounced.  Malcolm explained that the committee 

had agreed at last month’s committee meeting that we would seek to get 

this money back from the members involved. 

[b] The high bank balance – he explained that the Charities Commission 

does not like a charity to hold a large amount of the member’s money – 

certainly not more than a year’s expenses and he announced that for the 

U3A year 2016/17 the fee for membership would be reduced to £15 for 

one year only. 

Mike Johnson raised some points and these were dealt with.  Jane Wild 

asked about the Equipment amount of £425 and was advised that this 

was equipment for several of the groups. Another member asked why the 

amount paid to the church for room rent was smaller this year than last 

and it was explained that when a new group started up, the first month's 

room rent was paid from general funds and there had been fewer groups 

starting up this past year. 

Anne Allery proposed and Ann Hart seconded the adoption of the 

accounts.  The proposal was carried nem com. 

6 – To Appoint an Independent Examiner of Accounts for 2015-16. 

Peter Frost was reappointed and this was proposed by Karin Williams and 

seconded by Jane Wild. 

7 – Election of Vacant Committee Posts for 2015-17 

Sue Blackley for position of Chair, proposed by Kath Childs and seconded 

by Susan Greaves. 
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Margot Gale for position of Vice Chair, proposed by S. Hubert and 

seconded by Janet Riley. 

Malcolm Brookbanks for position of Treasurer, proposed by Peter Lee and 

seconded by Chris Chater. 

Richard Eddleston as Business Secretary, proposed by Chris Chater and 

seconded by Janet Calvert 

Jo Muxlow for position of Social Treasurer, proposed by Yvonne Searcy 

and seconded by Eleanor Hickie. 

Breda Cooper for position of committee member, proposed by Roberta 

Wardle and seconded by Jane Wild. 

Christine Chater for position of Group Co-ordinator, proposed by Heather 

Lowth and seconded by Hazel Brooke. 

These were proposed by Judy Lloyd and seconded by Hazel Brooke, nem 

con. 

8 – Other Notified Business. 

Karen who is the Office Administrator for the Methodist Church accepted a 

small token of thanks for all the help she had given to us during the past 

year. 

U3A member Karin Williams was a recent winner of the I Love Beeston 

Sports Personality of the Year – she gave us a short talk about her 

nomination and win and she was congratulated by the members. 

Lucy announced that Geoffrey Cawthorne had volunteered to be the 

support for the open meeting speaker.  A member asked about the post of 

Events Organiser and was advised that this post could be shared. 

Meeting ended at 11am 

 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………… Dated…………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 


