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It has been an up-and-down year for Beeston U3A since our last AGM. 

On the positive side we have seen our membership reach an amazing five hundred and fifty 

plus  and our Open Meetings have had regular attendances of 200 - 300 people ; despite 

the tram trying its best to prevent access to the church. 

It has been four years since we first launched the U3A in May 2011 and, unsurprisingly, 

there have been several changes in these last twelve months.  Many of our interest groups 

have thrived; some, for a variety of reasons, have had to close; others have had a change of 

leader and some new groups have started up.  I believe that at least seven new groups 

were launched this year.  It would be far too long and impossible to mention every group 

and every group leader but I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every 

one of them, on your behalf, for their dedication to our U3A.  We really would not be so 

successful if it was not for them. 

One of the groups we lost this year was that of the first Ukulele group - more commonly 

known as BUGs.  Many of you present this morning still belong to it.  We should not see 

their departure from our organisation as a loss but as a reflection of the success of our U3A.  

As a group they became so competent and in such public demand that they decided to 

become an independent,  musical group.  It was inevitable and we wish them well.  It has 

also given us the opportunity to start a new beginners' ukulele group but I am hoping it will 

take a few years before they decide that they too are good enough to leave us. 

What else has happened?  We have had some inspiring speakers; we have had some 

excellent and well-supported trips and more are planned for next year.  A thank you to Lucy 

for her tireless organisation although I am not sure how she will thank herself whilst 

reading this.   We have also had some well-attended evening events organised by Sue 

Blackley.  Who will forget the cheese-tasting round at the U3A quiz night or seeing 

members reliving their youth at the 60s evening?  Several items of clothing came out of the 

attic for that event. 

There has also been success within the interest groups: one member had her first novel 

published, others have entered writing  and photographic  competitions.  There has been a 

gardening holiday, art history has run trips to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and to the 

National Gallery in London; there have been numerous trips to local galleries, to the theatre 

and to the cinema.  There is even a rumour of a planned trip to go wine-tasting in France or 

is that only wishful-thinking?  Groups have invited individual speakers to supplement their 

own expertise and these have ranged from local authors to local lecturers.  The diet for us 
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all has been wide and highly satisfying.  Not only are we a more knowledgeable group of 

people but we are also healthier with some of our activities ensuring a fitter life.  I am  

happy to share with you that I have lost a stone in weight since joining the swimming 

group. 

At the beginning of this report I mentioned that this has been an up-and-down year for us; 

to use a popular cliché it has been a real roller-coaster of a year especially for those on the 

committee.  Firstly, came the decision by Jim Turner to resign his post.  Jim had been the 

Group Co-ordinator of our U3A ever since  we started. Then came the sudden and 

surprising news that Liz Barnes, our Chairman at the last AGM, was not only leaving the 

committee but leaving Nottingham completely so that she could be nearer her daughter 

and her grand-daughter in Cheshire.  Within a very short period of time we had lost two 

very experienced and respected organisers.  Then came the sad and unexpected death of 

David Hurworth our kind and unflappable Treasurer.  It was difficult to replace them on a 

temporary basis but thanks must go to Anne Allery, our founding Treasurer, who stepped 

forward to fill the gap until a new volunteer, Malcolm Brookbanks, could be found.  My 

personal thanks must go to Steve Austin who took on, very successfully, the role of Group 

Co-ordinator, allowing me to become Acting Chairman.  Sadly, David was not the only 

member to die this year and many of you have turned out to pay your respects to those 

people who were part of our U3A community. 

I have thanked several individuals already but, above all, I want to thank everyone who 

takes on those "hidden" jobs which make us function as a U3A: every meeting they are 

there greeting; organising tea and coffee; registering members; meeting newcomers; 

ensuring the audio and IT functions without fail.  Where would we be without you? 

Finally, I must apologise for not being with you for this AGM but a rearranged holiday 

coincided with today's meeting.  I would like to wish the new Chair and the Committee all 

the very best for the forthcoming year.  I am confident that they will guide our U3A both 

successfully and innovatively, making us one of the best U3A organisations in 

Nottinghamshire. 

 

Helen Stewart 

Acting Chairman 


