UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
GARDEN VISITS Group – Meeting held on 14th October 2015
WELCOME: Sandra welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded them that the
minutes and the monthly table of events could be found on the garden visits website. 31
members attended including two new members, Katherine & Janet.
WILL GILES: Sandra paid tribute to Will Giles of the Exotic Garden, Norwich who died
recently after battling cancer for several years. Will was a brilliant photographer and illustrator
and had several books published of his work. The Garden Visits group was fortunate to visit his
garden in June of this year; although he was unwell he managed to come out into the garden and
talk of his vision for it when he bought the property in 1982.
HEMLOCK GARDEN CLUB: Members were reminded that the monthly meetings of the
Hemlock Garden Club have resumed for the winter. The next meeting on Thursday, 15th October
will be a demonstration of Christmas wreath making, using natural materials, given by Sally
Smith.
WINTERBOURNE HOUSE & GARDENS & BIRMINGHAM BOTANICAL GARDENS:
Members enjoyed a beautiful September day at the Botanical Gardens in Birmingham followed
by a visit to Winterbourne House, formerly the family home of John Nettlefold of the GKN
Company. The house, which was decorated in the Arts & Crafts style, has been restored to its
former glory along with the seven acres of garden which boasts 6,000 plant species from around
the world. The property is now owned by the University of Birmingham.
HERITAGE WEEKEND 12th/13th SEPTEMBER: Several members had visited some of
the 40 venues open to the public including Beeston Church, Beeston Muslim Centre, Wollaton
Church and Dovecote and the open gardens and allotments. Pauline and Margaret
recommended the Bagthorpe private allotments on Hucknall Road and Sandy said she would
explore the possibility of organising a private visit for the group.
POWIS CASTLE: 23rd SEPTEMBER: A full coach of members and guests from the
Hemlock Garden Group made the journey to Wales on a windy September morning. After a
short motorway stop we arrived at Powis just after midday and enjoyed a sunny afternoon
exploring the magnificent terraced gardens which descend steeply from the Castle.
Unfortunately, the catering facilities both in the Castle and in the lower gardens were
disappointing.
PLANT FAIR, FELLEY PRIORY – SUNDAY, 4TH OCTOBER 11.00am – 4.00pm £4.50.
Several members had attended this event and Lynne talked of some of the Lincolnshire Gardens
and Nurseries recommended by one of the stall holders. These will be considered for a day trip
in 2016.
SUGGESTIONS FOR 2016: Mary and Pat recommended BARNSDALE GARDENS (home
of the late gardener and television presenter, Geoff Hamilton)and GATES GARDEN CENTRE nr
Oakham as a destination for 2016. WENTWORTH CASTLE near Barnsley was suggested by
Glenis.
FUNGUS FORAY – UNIVERSITY PARK: Sandra reminded members that this takes place
on the coming weekend. Booking is essential on 07825753993.
SOUTHWELL APPLE DAY: This annual event takes place on Saturday, 24th October.
Several members said it was well worth a visit to see the decorated shops and the food fayre in
the Minster. 5/6 members said they would be attending.
GARDENS OF WALES 2016: Sandra presented plans for the 2016 holiday to the
Gardens of Wales from 3rd – 5th June. On the Friday the coach will take us to Dyffryn Gardens
before making our way to the Park Inn by Radisson which will be our base for two nights. The
following day we will go to St Fagan’s en-route to the Botanical Gardens of Wales. On Sunday
the coach will leave for Hidcote Manor followed by Kiftsgate Gardens (both Glos) arriving
Beeston late Sunday afternoon. Cost for the trip is £145 for a double/twin bedded room plus
£40 single supplement. Entrance to St Fagan’s and the Botanical Gardens is included in the

price but there will be a charge for the other venues dependent on membership of the National
Trust. A deposit of £45 will be collected at the November meeting.
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 11th November - Glenn Springthorpe from Woodthorpe
Park will give a talk about his work at the park. Sandy will explore the possibility of a visit in the
spring. (Joint meeting with the Practical Gardening group.)
DECEMBER MEETING: Members agreed that a fuddle was the most appropriate choice
for the December meeting.
JANUARY MEETING: Sandy suggested a DVD on the creation of the Eden project.
FEBRUARY MEETING: Speaker, Chris Margrave from Clumber Park, will give a talk on
the walled garden. (Joint meeting with the Practical Gardening group.)
SPECIAL EVENT 9TH – 28TH NOVEMBER: Photography and painting exhibition at
Beeston Library by U3A member Norma Fenton and her friend Janet Davison.
Following the business members were treated to a presentation of photographs from
places visited over the past year which had been compiled by Jenny Stapleton.

NOVEMBER
Wed Nov 9th-28th

PHOTOGRAPHY & PAINTING EXHIBITION - at Beeston Library
by U3A member Norma Fenton & her friend Janet Davidson

Wed Nov 11th

GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am – Visiting Speaker from
Woodthorpe Park. Joint meeting with Practical Gardening Group

DECEMBER
Wed Dec 9th

GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am – Fuddle
Bring along a ‘donation.’

JANUARY
Wed Jan 13th

GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am – DVD – “The Eden Project” ?

FEBRUARY
Wed Feb 10th

GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am
Talk on the Walled Garden by Chris Margrave from Clumber Park
Joint meeting with The Practical Gardening Grou

Future Suggestions:
 Barnsdale, Wentworth Castle, Gates Garden Centre
 Bagthorpe Private Allotments, Hucknall Road
 Westonbirt Arboretum
 Dorothy Lovell Quinta Arboretum at Swettenham Cheshire
 Next spring 2 U3A members have offered to open their gardens for the group

