UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
GARDEN/VISITS Group – Meeting held on 14th November 2012
Sandra welcomed everyone. 28 people attended, one new member and there were
4 apologies.
Our first meeting in the Guild Room which is bigger and judging by our numbers,
proved to be appropriate.
We started the meeting by looking at Liz’s Powerpoint presentation using some of
the photos of our visits she had been given in advance. We also had a look at
some photos which people had brought along with them. Liz intends to
incorporate these onto the presentation and play it in a loop at the U3A main
meeting in December. The photos included Harrogate flower show, Coton Manor,
Batsford Arboretum, Lincoln Flower Festival, Tissington Well Dressings, Penarth
Garden, Wightwick, Sizergh Castle and Joy’s Garden.
We all appreciated Liz’s efforts and the lovely photos by members of the group. A
big thank you to Liz for her hard work and we shall look forward to seeing them at
the celebration meeting.
Sandra provided poinsettias for us to wear at the main meeting to identify our
group.
This was welcomed as a really good idea.
Barbara enjoyed the trip with BArdill’s to David Austin Roses and Wightwick. There
was
an ‘Arts and Crafts’ tour of the house with William Morris and William de Morgan
designs.
The talk at the Hemlock Garden Club by David Sankey from the Lincolnshire Hardy
Plants Society was entertaining. Jane is to find out costs in case we want to use
him for future talks.

Pat went to the Apple Day in Southwell. She said there was plenty to keep her
occupied. There was local produce on sale, trees on sale, apple displays,
children’s activities and a speaker. Some shops displayed apples in their windows.
An enjoyable day was had at Batsford Arboretum which some members attended
with Wollaton Travel. Some people might have found it a little too long. Sandra
bought a
book for the group.
Sandra is to ask Mike Willars, (very knowledgeable about trees) to speak at a
group meeting in the future.
The Bunny Guiness talk met with conflicting responses.Some people thought she
was a good speaker and enjoyed the talk. Others found it ‘disappointing’ and
‘inappropriate.’
She was talking about gardens on a big scale rather than the average garden.

Speaker for the group in January is Sandra Hart ‘Bees and Flowers’ – a different
talk to
the one for the main meeting - £40
Suggested date for a visit to Ely Cathedral on Friday 21 st June - £8 + coach.
Includes programmes of musical performances, shopping, floral demos and
walks
around the meadows and parklands. There is a stained glass museum at an extra
cost of £2.50. Guided tour for £15 people is £20. There are also tower tours and
ground floor walks. Various places to eat are available.
A list is to be circulated at the January meeting for anyone interested. Suggested
£7
deposit towards the coach.
Also Kathy Brown’s Garden – featured recently on TV. £12.50 + coach
The Manor House Stevington, Nr Bedford. Kathy grows and uses flowers in her
baking and decorating cakes. Baking demo 25 people max.

45 minute guided tour of gardens - £1
45 mins edible flower demo
Tea on lawn or conservatory if wet. £3pp
Considering a September visit. Options depending on numbers are available and
need to be decided.
Featured in House and Garden magazine which Sandra had purchased for the
group and also to be featured on Countryfile on TV although date not known.
The plant sale at the university is usually after the graduation ceremonies
possibly in December. Keeping a look out!
Pat attended an interesting talk at the Nottingham Organic Gardens Society by
Bob Flowerdew. He had his book ‘The No Work Garden’ on sale and Pat borrowed
it from the library.
Chelsea is virtually sold out but contact Lucy if you are interested.
One space left for Chatsworth House visit on Thursday Dec 13 th. Contact Lucy.
Barbara’s daughter at Brackenhurst is designing a bee friendly traffic island in
Gedling.
Paul White will do tours of the walled garden for a voluntary contribution. June
or September are good months.
Open Days are also advertised and the May one had good plants on sale at
reasonable prices.
Gloucester Quays and Victorian Christmas Market trip– contact Bardill’s direct.
Coffee stop in Evesham
departure.

£18

8am – breakfast for 8:30

DECEMBER
Fri Dec 7th

BARDILL’S Christmas Buffet inc wine.
Festive fare, entertainment and dancing. £19.95

Wed Dec 12th

GARDEN VISITS GROUP MEETING – 10am - Guild Room
A look at the finished Powerpoint presentation of out visits for the year.
Bring along some nibbles and coffee will be provided.

JANUARY
Wed Jan 9th

GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am - Guild Room
Speaker Sandra Hart: ‘Bees & Flowers’
Honey on sale

JUNE
Fri June 21st

ELY CATHEDRAL FLOWER FESTIVAL

SEPTEMBER
KATHY BROWN’S GARDEN VISIT

