GARDEN VISITS GROUP
Meeting held on Wed. 9th 13th September 2017

38 members were welcomed.
Margaret and Pauline gave a delightful talk about their holiday to stay at
Domaine des Faures, France earlier this year when they did some trips
out to markets, chateaux, and gardens and showed us a slide show of
their visit. Many thanks for such an interesting talk, it all sounded very
tempting.
Some people took up the opportunity for some free apples and pears
from Ivor’s garden. Mary also said she had some apples if anyone was
interested.
Linda brought in some Sweet William seedlings for anyone interested.
The Fuschia Show at Attenborough was lovely as usual and the weather
hot and sunny. Jo had some begonias on show and had won a prize.
Thornbridge Hall had a lovely garden and was a hidden gem. We had a
good bus driver this time who managed to get us there and out again
despite the parking from other visitors blocking the driveway.
Some people thought that Dobbies Garden Centre was a bit pricey but
there were shops to look round and they did a good breakfast!
Sandra thinks that for our days out she will continue to use Skills next
year. The U3A have particular guidelines as well for using coaches and
Lucy has been using Skills successfully for the Main group trips.
Sandra had received compensation from Skills which equated to
£23.50pp. She gave this back in envelopes and asked everyone
concerned to check the amount and sign for it.
Sawley church Flower Festival – 50th anniversary and the last one. One
or two people went. It may be they do something different in the future,
perhaps more ‘in house’.
Heritage Days – Barbara asked for feedback. Some people had been to
the allotments and were very impressed with the Grove ones, well worth
a visit for the produce. Jane also visited the ones hidden away by the
recycling place, Lilac Grove which she said were different, being self managed with empty ones being laid to grass.
160 visitors went to The Tower at Bramcote over 2 cold days. They now
have lottery funding of £300,000 which will be spent on a kitchen,
toilets, repairing the roof and having the memorials lifted and put on the
walls.

St Mary’s Church, Attenborough Flower Festival – again quite a few
members visited over the 4 days and there were some lovely displays
done by the church members as well as a choir, jazz evening etc.
The Alpine Garden Society meet on the second Wednesday in the
month September to May, at Wollaton Park Community Centre on
Harrow Road at 7:30pm. They have national and local speakers and
plant sales. Annual membership is £6
Biddulph trip – Departing Lace Road at 9am
Due to arrive at Little Moreton Hall approx. 10:45am and Biddulph at
2pm. Leaving at 4:30pm to get back approx. 6:30. Places still available.
Reminder about Lucy’s trip to Hodsock next year on Wednesday May
9thto see the bluebells. £29.75 includes the coach, tour, coffee and light
lunch. Early start but leaving Hodsock at 2pm.
Next year a trip will take place to Ely Flower Festival – ‘Kaleidoscope of
Life’ on Thursday 21st June 2018. Originally we were joining with
Sandra’s social group but as there has been such a lot of interest we shall
be taking our own coach. A list was circulated for names to gauge
interest. The cost will be £25pp which includes the entrance and coach.
Sandra will let us know when the money is required for the tickets as
these will have to be booked in advance.
Reminder that there will be no Garden Visits meeting in February but
instead we will be joining the Practical Gardening group on the first
Tuesday – 6th February for a talk from one of their members on The
History and Development of Gardens.
Hemlock Garden Club meet on the third Thursday of the month at the
Memorial Hall, Bramcote. Annual membership is £15.
Sandra had read about some gardens in Warwick – ‘great gardens with
a story to tell’ – Victorian allotments open to the public and the Masters
Gardens at Leicester’s hospital, ‘Hidden Gem’ behind the timber framed
buildings. She asked if anyone had heard anything about them in case
they were worth a visit next year.
Photos can be emailed to jenny_stapleton@hotmail.com I am particularly
looking for any from the open garden days at Cossall, Beeston/Chilwell.

SEPTEMBER
Wed Sept 13th

ALPINE GARDEN SOCIETY – 7:30pm Wollaton Park
Community Centre, Harrow Road. £1 members £2 non
members

Thurs Sept 14th

BIDDULPH GRANGE GARDENS & LITTLE MORETON HALL
NT or £7.65 (Biddulph) NT or £8.50 (Little Moreton Hall)
+ coach approx. £13 Depart 9am from Lace Road. Leave
4:30pm

Fri Sept 15th

WOLLATON TRAVEL- Harrogate Trip.
Book direct with Wollaton Travel – 3 places left

Sat Sept 16th

SHIRES GARDEN PLANT FAIR – West Bridgford

Sun Sept 17th

NGS OPEN GARDEN – Riseholm, 125, Shelford Road,
Radcliffe on Trent, NG12 1AZ. 01169119867 2pm-5pm £3 +
Refreshments

Thurs Sept 21st

HEMLOCK GARDEN CLUB - ‘In the Land of Giants’
Linda and Ray Haywood from Echium World Nurseries.
The Memorial Hall, Bramcote 7:30pm Visitors £2.50

OCTOBER
Sun Oct 1st

PLANT HUNTERS’ FAIR – Felley Priory

Sat Oct 7th

FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY - ‘Foraging for Wild Food’
10am-12:30 £2 University Park Booking required.

Wed Oct 11th

GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am

Thurs Oct 19th

HEMLOCK GARDEN CLUB – ‘Death in the Garden’
A Talk about poisonous plants – myths, magic, passion and
Murder. 7:30pm Bramcote Memorial Hall Visitors £2.50

NOVEMBER
Wed Nov 8th

GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am

DECEMBER
Wed Dec 13th

GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am

