
 

 

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE  

GARDEN/VISITS  Group – Meeting held on 10 th  October  2012  
 

Sandra welcomed everyone. 21 people attended and there were 4 apologies.  

 

Sue Cotton is considering a large yearly calendar for U3A future events.  

 

Sandra – looked into possible visiting speakers.  

At Mona’s request she has been in touch with Howard Drury but at £70 + 

expenses he is is bit too expensive for our group so she has referred him to  

Lucy for a possible main meeting speaker in the future.  

Speaker for the group in January is Sandra Hart ‘Bees and Flowers’ – a different 

talk to the one for the main meeting -  £40  

 

Geoffrey Smith (Chelsea) has been booked for a main meeting speaker in April 

next year.  

Reminder that there are spaces for the Chelsea visit -  £135 BBEM Copthorne 

Hotel  

(+£20 for single room  if available) Includes time in London, coach and ticket 

for Chelsea Phone Lucy 9397230 for more details and booking.  

 

We discussed places to visit.  

Sandra whilst at the NEC found out about Ely Cathedral Flower Festival  – 20 th -

23 rd  June. 

Suggested a possible visit on Friday 21 st  June -  £8 + coach 20% discount for 

groups over 20.  

Includes programmes of musical performances, shopping, floral demos and 

walks around the meadows and parklands.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Also Kathy Brown’s Garden – featured recently on TV. £12.50 + coach  

The Manor House Stevington, Nr Bedford. Kathy grows and uses flowers in her 

baking and decorating cakes.  

45 minute guided tour of gardens -  £1  

45 mins edible flower demo  

Tea on lawn or conservatory if wet. £3pp  

Consider a September visit.  

 

Pat recommended : 

 Barnsdale Gardens – Rutland area Family run with lots to see. Old  

TV gardens still there and some new ones, orchard and large vegetable garden. 

Good Food.  

York Gate Garden – north of Leeds. Quite small but lovely  

 

Belton House  

Whatton House – Interesting garden, quite close of the A1  

 

Jane recommended:  

George Smith’s garden in Heslington Village, York. He is a flower arranger and 

has wonderful gardens. Limited opening times and books up quickly.  

 

Bowens are runnin g a trip to Harrogate Flower Show & York in April  

2nts DBB Britannia Hotel in Leeds £169  

Flower show on the Saturday and Beningborough Hall & Gardens on the Sunday  

NT Georgian mansion, art displays, walled gardens.  

 

NGS – Hala m Garden Southwell and The Do wer House Melbourne suggested for 

next  year.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Barbara ’s daughter is doing a Horticulture BTec course at Brackenhurst. 

Suggestion that it might be possible at some point to have a speaker for the 

group.  

Barbara to make enquiries.  

 

OCTOBER  

 

 

 Fri Oct  12th   NOTTINGHAM HARDY PLANT SOCIETY –  

Talk ‘ Late Again…Reliable Late Bloomers’ – Martin & Janet Blow 

    West Bridgford Community Hall 

 

 Wed Oct 17 th  BARDILLS TRIP – David Austin Roses & Wightwick Manor (Wolverhampton) 

    Victorian manor, Caribbean herb garden, kitchen garden 

    8am breakfast 8:30 depart. £18 + £8.30 for non NT members  

    Hot food and drink available at both venues. Phone 9497585 

 
 Thurs Oct 18 th  HEMLOCK GARDEN CLUB –  Bramcote Memorial Hall – 7:30pm 

Speaker from Lincolnshire Hardy Plants Society ‘Cottage Garden Favourites’ 

£2 non members 

 

 Sat Oct 20 th  SOUTHWELL BRAMLEY APPLE DAY  

 
Thurs Oct 25 th  BATSFORD ARBORETUM – Moreton in the Marsh.   Wollaton Travel £24.95 

    Departs 9am Contact Sandra 

Expanded gardens, Autumn Colours, Tree and shrub sales, Terrace Café 

 

 Wed Oct 24 th  BENINGBOROUGH HALL & GARDENS – Georgian mansion near York (NT) 

    Felix coaches £17.30 + £7.70 admission 

 

 Fri Oct 26 th   BARDILLS  - monthly meal, raffle and talk  

‘Insects and the Importance of Gardens’ Trevor Pendleton      

£13.95 members £14.95 non members 

 

 

 

 

 

 




