
UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 

GARDEN/VISITS Group – Meeting held on 11th June 2014 

 

Sandra opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 
35 people attended.  
It was nice to see Joy back with us again. 
 
Several people had been to the flower festival at St Barnabas. Some went on the 
Saturday with a choir performance and others went on the Sunday when the jazz 
was on. All agreed there were some delightful displays and it had been a worthwhile 
visit. 
 
Norma had been to Chelsea on Tuesday, Members’ Day, and said how crowded it 
was. She was surprised at how the planting and colours schemes were similar in a lot 
of the gardens. The three plants needed apparently are box, Siberian iris and cow 
parsley to be up to date!! ‘Help for the Heroes’ was a really lovely garden. We look 
forward to seeing her photos. 
 
A few people went to the open day at Bromley House. The weather was not good 
but as a result they did get to see the library as the first floor was opened. 
 
Everyone who went to George Smith’s garden had a great time. We were lucky in 
that we didn’t get wet whilst looking round the lovely gardens despite the weather 
not being that good. The house was beautiful and the flower displays striking. It 
sounded as though the house might not be available for viewing in the future. 
 
The plant sale at the sunken church, Bramcote, did really well making £250 which 
will go towards the conservation of the tower. 
 
Beeston Garden trail last weekend had better weather on the Sunday. Numbers 
were down from last year perhaps due to the weather and tram works. The entry 
fees collected are divided between the number of gardens open and this is given to 
their charity. Money taken from refreshments, card sales etc goes to the charity at 
that garden. There were one or two new gardens opened. Pat liked the one on the 
Rylands where the lady was growing vegetables and fruit. A number of members 
enjoyed the weekend. 
Sandra and a few others visited Cossall open gardens on the Sunday as well but said 
she preferred the Beeston ones. It was apparently ‘heaving’ and more gardens had 
been opened on Awsworth Lane and a minibus was operating. 
 
There are still some places left for Hemlock’s visit to David Austin Roses if anyone is 
interested. Contact Brenda: 9252507 
 
Barbara Selwood – involved with the big tree plant – anyone who has suggestions 
where there are spaces to plant more trees should let her know before September so 
that they can be purchased.  
 
Pam Brown is looking for volunteers to join Friends of University Park. Contact her if 
you are interested. 
 



Sandra had a DVD of gardens which we watched part of. 
 
We discussed the splitting of the two group for the tours round Highgrove. People 
signed up for the first or second with their friends/partners at the end of the session. 
 
Sandra met with the people going to Alnwick at the end of the session and gave out 
paperwork and luggage labels. 
 
Sadly Doreen Hutchby has passed away. Her funeral is on Thursday 19th June at 
Bramcote Crematorium 3:30pm 
 
 

 

JUNE  
 
Sun June 15th  STRAWBERRY FAIR – 1:00 – 4:00 Sunken Church at the top of Cow 

Lane, Bramcote. Proceeds toward the conservation of the tower. 
 
Sun June 15th  WEST HALLAM OPEN GARDENS - £2.50. Turn towards the village 

just before the Bottle Kiln. Starts at the Village Hall. Parking nearby. 
 
Mon June 16th  HEMLOCK GARDEN CLUB – David Austin Roses, Wolverhampton 
   £20.45 includes entrance fee + tea & scone. 

Introduction, Informative tour, free time to explore the gardens 
Deposit £12.95 Balance payable on coach. Book direct 9252507 
 

Fri June 20th   ANN VERITY’S GARDEN – 40, Derby Road, Risley   2pm 
   £4 proceed for charity. Includes tea and cake. 

 
Sat June 21st   PLANT SALE – Central Avenue, West Bridgford, Shire Fairs, 9-4pm 
 
Sat/Sun June 21st/22nd LADYBAY OPEN GARDENS – 15 open gardens including  

Cheshire Homes and Lady Bay school gardens.  
Tree lined Victorian setting bounded by the River Trent and the 
Grantham canal 

 
Sun June 22nd  MAPPERLEY PARK OPEN GARDENS – 16 town gardens. Tea, 

cakes, strawberries, Pimms, champagne. 
  
Fri- Sun June 27th- 29th ALNWICK WEEKEND - Northumberland including visits to 
   Wallington and Belsay. Leaving Lace Street at 9am. 
                                 
Thurs June 26th  WOLLATON TRAVEL – Kew Gardens & Kew Palace 

£35.90 concessions 
 
Sun June 29th  FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY – ‘Picnic in the Park’ 12-3pm 
   Activities. Newstead brass band, Venue – Millenium Gardens. Free 
 
 



JULY   
 
Sat July 5th  FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY – ‘Wetlands & Wildlife’ on Jubilee 

Campus. Tour by ecologist Mark Woods. Free. Pre booking essential 
 07825 753993 
 
Wed July 9th   GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am 
 
Thurs July 10th HIGHGROVE GARDENS - £36 Two tours – 12:15 and 12:45pm 
   Viv’s mobile number: 07850015020 Parking near The Jaguar Pub. 
 
Sat July 19th   PLANT SALE – Central Avenue, West Bridgford, Shire Fairs, 9-4pm 
 
Thurs July 24th  HEMLOCK GARDEN CLUB – Kathy Brown’s Garden, Stevington 
   £24.20 Tour of gardens, tea and cake, No demonstration.  
   Deposit £15  Book direct 9252507 
 
 
 

AUGUST  
 
Wed Aug 6th   PENARTH GARDENS, Penarth Rise, Sherwood Vale 
   2pm £4    Private visit. 
 
Wed Aug 13th  GARDEN VISITS MEETING – 10am 
 
Thurs Aug 21st  HEMLOCK GARDEN CLUB – Sheffield Botanical Gardens 
   £11 entrance is free 
   Deposit £5 Ring Brenda Smith direct on 9252507 for a place. 
 
 
 
Future Plans: 
 

 Picton Gardens near Malvern in the autumn to see the michaelmas daisies. 
Sandra to investigate cost of a coach. Asked for suggestions for a place to combine 
with it. 

 Hoveringham Open gardens for next year. Recommended in the Evening Post. 

 Margaret suggested Westonbirt Arboretum in the autumn. Perhaps for next year? 

 Kew Gardens with Mike Allery’s group – next year. 

 Kensington Roof Gardens – train trip. 

 Joint meeting with the Practical Gardening group in the autumn 
         
 
  


