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BEESTON 

 
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE    

MARCH 2012 NEWSLETTER 
Editor – Marie Potts    Contact me at   pottsofnotts@gmail.com 

Website – Contact Steve Austin at stephen.austin@ntlworld.com 
Website address  www.beestonu3a.org.uk 

    

NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ATTENDANCE AT MONTHLY MEETING 

The Committee requests that all who attend the 
monthly meeting bring along their numbered 

membership card to show at the door.  If you have not 
yet received your membership card, please bring 

along your receipt.  Anyone who has not yet received 
a membership card should bring this to the attention of 

the membership secretaries, Liz Barnes or Jane Wild.   
Please be aware that your records are held on 

computer file, and covered by the Data Protection 
Act. 

 

ATTENDANCE AT GROUPS 
 

If you have signed up for any group, and find that it is 
not to your taste, or circumstances have prevented 
you from attending four consecutive meetings you 
should contact your group leader.  This will enable 
other members to attend the group in cases where 
there is a waiting list.  If you do not attend it will be 

assumed that you do not wish to continue with that 
group your place can be allocated to another 

member. 
 
 
 

OPEN MEETING SPEAKERS 
 

1st March 2012 David Needham 
“The Battle of the Flames”  

Nottinghamshire’s Fight for Survival in 
WW2 

5th April 2012 Geoff Bagley 
“Sing a Song of the Sixties” A look at the 
history of the Sixties through Song and 

Film 

3rd May 2012 Annual General Meeting Bell Ringing Display  
Mike Allery and Group 

 
Gift Aid 

 
Following our Annual General Meeting in May we shall be eligible to operate the Gift Aid scheme (as a Registered 
Charity).   If you are a UK taxpayer we would be grateful if you would complete the Gift Aid statement on the 
2012/2013 membership forms. 
 

 
Gift Certificate 

LOOKING FOR AN UNUSUAL GIFT FOR A FRIEND, MAYBE A FRIEND ON THE VERGE OF RETIREMENT? 
 

Why not buy them a U3A membership Gift Certificate. 
 

Available from Liz Barnes, Membership Secretary 
lizbarnes38@yahoo.co.uk  

 
 

 
SUMMER SCHOOLS 

The national U3A organisation is running residential summer schools in 2012 at Telford in July and Cirencester in 
August. Full details can be found in the members area of the web site http://www.u3a.org.uk/ 
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Beeston U3A Web Site 

 
Our web site, www.beestonu3a.org.uk, which is managed by Steve Austin and Mike Johnson, was launched in 
August 2011. Since then we have had over 4500 views. Usage has grown so we are now getting over 1000 views per 
month. 
 
You can use it to find out information in the sections: 
 

 Latest News which gives general news on what’s happening in Beeston U3A and has a Stop Press for the 
very latest Group information.  

  
 Open Meetings which gives dates, timing and speakers. 

 
 Groups which list the Groups that are running and includes the dates and venues of meetings, and how to 

contact the Group Leader. 
 

 Group News which gives Group by Group information about past and future meetings. 
 

 Newsletters. Back copies if you need to refer to them. 
 

 How to Join. A section for prospective new members. 
 

 U3A Movement. Information on the national organisation if you want to find out more. 
 
A key issue for the web site is being up-to-date so that it’s really useful for members. Articles/updates, news of 
forthcoming events and photographs of events and meetings to go on the web site should be sent to 
u3aupdate@hotmail.co.uk and also to Marie Potts, the Newsletter Editor, at pottsofnotts@gmail.com. The same 
procedure should also be used for newsletter articles ensuring both the web managers and the Newsletter Editor are 
kept fully up-to-date. Finally we are especially keen to receive photographs of meetings and events for added 
interest. 
Steve Austin 
 
 

MONTHLY MEETING 
Our December Meeting Speaker was Enid Ruff whose talk was 'A Brush with Experience'.  She told us about her 
childhood, experiences during World War II and taking us beyond to her working life.  She became interested in 
painting and writing poetry using these talents to good effect during her time as a teacher.  Enid then decided to 
branch out and now accepts commissions as well as holding Open Days at her home when she raises money for 
charity - namely Treetops Hospice, Risley.  She brought examples of her work and had a number of items for 
members to purchase. 

January 5th brought along Val Bird, Chair of Bramcote History Group to speak to us about 
the 'Effects of WWI on the people of Bramcote'.  Val told us of the research her team had 
carried out in order to produce the book - 'Remembering the People of Bramcote'.  She 
linked some of the people in this with places in Beeston which was, of course, of particular 
interest to a number of our Members.  The launch of this book was a huge success with 
standing room only in the Memorial Hall. 
 

Her interest in this subject was initially started by the Memorial inside Bramcote Church and she told of interviewing 
many people, taking us from pre-war Bramcote, through the war, post war and up to the opening of the Memorial 
Hall.  A stimulating and interesting talk. 

 Our Speaker for February 2012 was Stuart Dixon (pictured with Jim Turner), who came to tell 
us how he had restored his house and garden at Hebb's Farm.  When Stuart and family 
moved into the property is was practically derelict and there was no sign of any garden at 
all.  Stuart was a lecturer at Brackenhurst College and has an enormous enthusiasm for his 
subject.  His talk was illustrated with slides. 

 
He was advised to knock down the very old walls which had originally been pig pens.  Fortunately he ignored this 
advice and they are one of the features in the garden.  His style of gardening is to create old fashioned borders 
where the various plants, shrubs etc all scramble together and create an exciting colourful vista.  He says that the 
things not found in his garden are:  decking, fences painted blue, gravel and all the things makeover programmes 
put in. Although he travels nationally and internationally giving talks his garden remains in excellent order and he 
opens this in July each year.  It is possible to arrange private visits although he is booked up for 2012 and is taking 
bookings for 2013.  Many of our Members bought pots of the lovely crocuses he had brought along. 

 Lucy 
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March Committee Chatter – Featuring  
 
Beeston U3A committee.  Left to right : 
 
Jim Turner- Group Co-ordinator.  Marie Potts - Newsletter Editor, Liz Barnes - 
Membership Secretary.  Haydn Boothroyd - Secretary(Kneeling),  
Sue Cotton - Chairman, Lucy Beardsley - Speaker Seeker, Anne Allery - Treasurer, 
Jane Wild - Vice Chairman/Joint  Membership Secretary. 
 

In the last newsletter we featured the Chairman and the Group Co-ordinator.  Now it is the turn of Anne Allery, 
Treasurer and Haydn Boothroyd, Secretary, to write a few words about their position on the committee and how 
they see their roles within the U3A.  
 
Anne writes:  The role of treasurer is clearly specified in U3A documents.  I operate bank accounts for both the main 
committee and interest groups who need to collect relatively large amounts of money and want cheques from time 
to time. I maintain accurate financial details, keep invoices and receipts. I report to the committee on finance at 
each committee meeting. I pay invoices and approved expenses.  I shall prepare a statement of accounts for 
examination and presentation at the AGM. 
I have no financial qualifications other than being an honest person and getting a real buzz when the accounts 
balance!! 

Anne 
Haydn writes:  “Tell us about the role of the Secretary”, invited the Newsletter Editor, “in 500 words”. So here goes!  As 
I see it there are two aspects to the role of Secretary – keeping records and communicating i.e. making sure that the 
relevant people have the necessary information to fulfil their roles.  How does this work out? Our Steering Committee 
meets on a monthly basis so there’s an agenda to prepare and, subsequently, minutes to write, also recording who 
shall action decisions made by the Committee.  Outside the Beeston group, other U3As in the county meet in the 
Notts. Network.  Information comes in to the Secretary from that source – invariably by email – which may need to 
go to the Treasurer or to our Group Coordinator.  
All U3As are part of a national (indeed international) network and each month there are mail shots from Head Office 
which may need further action. It’s a question of deciding what is of relevance.  
As a local institution we are increasingly approached by local causes seeking publicity, for example a research 
project at the QMC and the Canalside Heritage Centre Trust at Beeston Lock.   
How much time does all this take? Difficult to say. Sometimes a week goes by and nothing happens, then 
communications will come in from both County and Head Office.  
The rewards are: bumping into people in Beeston saying quizzically “I’ve seen you at U3A haven’t I?”, hearing the 
“buzz” of interest at an Open Meeting, and in Interest Groups, and working with a dedicated committee who are 
determined to see our U3A flourish.   

 Haydn 
 

 
ROCKINGHAM CASTLE TRIP 

 
In December, a trip was arranged by Lucy Beardsley to enable members to experience a Visit to Rockingham 
Castle, in Leicestershire.  Here is her account of that visit: 
 
December 6th 2011 dawned very wet and overcast when over 50 of our Members set off from Beeston.  We enjoyed 
the drive through the countryside to reach Farndon Fields Shop - situated near to Market Harborough.  Many of the 
Members had pre-ordered food which Aimee and her staff served in the little restaurant.  Also on this site was a fresh 
fruit and vegetable section, bakery, butchers shop as well as the usual garden centre displays.  There were many 
things on offer and the queue at the till was long! 
 
Re-boarding the coach we set off for Rockingham Castle, approximately 20 minutes drive away.  On our arrival we 
were greeted by Trish Griffiths who gave us background information on the Castle.  This has been a home for over 
900 years and the Saunders Watson family have lived there for 450 years. After a 'photo shoot' in the castle grounds 
we were put into 2 groups for a tour of the castle decorated for Christmas Eve 1849.  The Housekeeper, our Guide, 
was very informative when taking us through the various rooms.  Following this we had time to look at the gardens, sit 
in the heated marquee or look round the well stocked shop. 
 
Finally we went to the Walker's House Tea Rooms where we had a Yuletide Cream tea consisting of warm scones, 
raspberry jam, clotted cream and hot drinks before boarding the coach for our return journey. 

Lucy 
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GROUP NEWS 
 
 
New Group Information from Jim Turner, Group Co-ordinator 
 
The existing groups continue to flourish. A Poetry Appreciation Group is to be started.  Details will be available shortly.   
There is always room for new groups to be formed so please get in touch if you have a particular skill or interest and 
would like to start a new group.  Leading a group is interesting and rewarding so why not try it.  There is help and 
support available if required. 

 
 

Art Appreciation                                                                                                                                                  
 
For our January meeting quite a few of our members took advantage of a public lecture on the L S Lowry exhibition 
at the Djanogly Art Gallery. Our excellent speaker, in choosing around 10 of Lowry’s works to focus on, brought his 
life, the social times he lived through and his artistic styles to life. We were amused by the story of his being told when 
at art school in Manchester, attending evening classes because he worked  during the day as a rent collector, that  
unless he stopped using white paint as a background, he would not find buyers for his work. Lowry continued in his 

own style and was very successful in his own life-time.      
The exhibition (sorry - now closed) was an eclectic mix from his early impressionist 
pastels, through sketches and drawings to large oil paintings. Many show the 
depressed years of the 30’s and 40’s and many of his post-war paintings depict 
either desolate cityscapes or people-less landscapes. Even in his more colourful 
beach scenes the, for once happy, crowd seem stranded on a small area of 
beach which will soon be under water again when the tide turns, making their 
pleasure short-lived.  
On a lighter note Lowry helped aspiring young artists, and took an interest in a 
young woman artist, Sheila Fell (1931-1979) from Aspatria in Cumberland (now 

Cumbria) in the 1950’s. Sheila’s father was a miner, and the family always struggled financially.  Having met Sheila’s 
parents Lowry enjoyed their company, visiting them several times, once by taxi from Manchester to Aspatria, arriving 
in his slippers. 
 
In February we will have had our own talk at the Castle for the Anish Kapoor exhibition, and in March we will be in 
the hall at CRMC. These hall meetings where members bring art books, pictures and posters, often with their related 
stories, have become very enjoyable and quite surprising sessions. I’m sure we will have another good event with our 
next theme - ‘Art and Literature’.  
 
Lastly I would like to thank the Art History group for offering us places on their trip to Cambridge for the ‘Vermeer’s 
Women’ exhibition.  We all had a marvellous day, so many thanks to Christine once more.  

Janet 
 

Art History                                                                                                 
 
Despite Christmas and the New Year, we have had several very active months since our last report and thanks go to 
several members of the group who were responsible for these activities. 
Firstly, an excellent talk on Rubens and Rembrandt was given in November by Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock and 
Jane Wild who both stepped in at the last minute.  This was extremely well received by everyone who attended. 
Then, in December, a trip was arranged to visit Nottingham Contemporary Art Gallery with a lunch afterwards at a 
tapas bar.  The art gallery was a revelation for some members who had never previously visited it and there was a 
great interest in what the space had to offer; including its small collection housed in some beautiful cabinets.  We 
were taken around the existing exhibition where everyone found something which could amaze them; whether it 
was a miniature cyclone, or pictures made from bee excretion, or a human torso stuffed with fresh vegetables.  
Whatever we thought about it we were grateful to have it all explained to us.  For those of us who stayed on for a 
meal afterwards it was a very jolly affair. 

 
On the 10th January Christine Hibbert had arranged for a party to visit 
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the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge to see the Vermeer exhibition. (picture left) It was a wonderful day out without 
any hitches – brilliant organization thanks to Christine.  The exhibition was packed but we had timed group tickets so 
that we did not have to queue for the two hours that others had to endure.  The exhibition itself was delightful but 
the day also gave us time to visit the other remarkable galleries in the museum to see its beautiful collection of 
paintings and ancient artefacts. 
 
January’s talk was the first one which dealt with Spanish artists; in particular El Greco and 
Velazquez given by leader Helen Stewart.  Helen – centre in picture right - is 
photographed with members of the group after the talk. We have a full year’s 
programme ahead of us and details of this programme can be found on the U3A web 
site via the Art History page.  Hopefully, we shall have a few more trips out during the 
year as well. 

Helen  
 

Book Group                                                                               _   
 
We continue to meet on the 2nd Tuesday morning of each month in the Wesley Room and are getting to know 
each other better and engage in wider discussion.  Recent books have been "Call the Midwife" and "The Constant 
Gardener". In March we'll be discussing "The Thread" by Victoria Hislop, followed in April by "Before I go to sleep" by 
S.J. Watson. 

New members are always welcome. 
Sarah 
 
 

Cinema Club___________________________________________ _ 
 
The Cinema club started in September last year and we meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 10am in the Guild 
Room at Chilwell Road Methodist Church where we select our cinema choices for the month and then we discuss 
what we have seen the previous month both at the cinema and on TV. 
The first month we had just one choice of film but now we manage to juggle up to 3 different films at 2 different 
cinemas. We prefer to go to daytime screenings and we mainly go to the Broadway cinema in Nottingham but 
some members find it more convenient to go to the Showcase cinema but there are no restrictions on cinema 
choice. 
We don’t stipulate that we all have to go together – normally it’s in small groups of 2/3 people or some members go 
with their friends/partners or by themselves.  However we do try to make sure that if a member doesn’t want to go 
on their own then we usually manage to partner them up with another member. 
Our film choices have been varied, starting with Jane Eyre and this caused much discussion about how many 
different versions we had seen. October’s choices were Midnight in Paris directed by Woody Allen and the 
disturbing We need to talk about Kevin.  In November we saw George Clooney as a venal presidential hopeful in The 
Ides of March and also the latest version of Wuthering Heights.  In December the new version of The Deep Blue Sea 
with Simon Russell Beale and Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy with a wonderful cast of top ranking British actors and this 
month the choices are The Artist and War Horse.  

Elizabeth 
 

Canasta___________________________________________               _  
 
The Canasta Group continues to meet at 10am on Thursday mornings on a fortnightly basis at the CRMC with an 
excellent turnout. There are currently sixteen signed up members. Whether a beginner or improver, if you are 
interested in joining, please contact me on david.margaret@hurworth32.fsnet.co.uk  

David 
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History Group                                                                                               
 
The group is thriving and enjoying a variety of talks. We all enjoyed the cheese and wine at the December Meeting. 
In January and February, we explored members’ personal heroes of the 18th and 19th century. The March meeting 
will be an interesting talk on Law and Order in the 18th and 19th Century. We will be able to compare justice then, 
and up to the present day.    
We take an historical journey at every meeting. Going through all the eras from before the Romans until the 20th  
century.  If you would like to join our lively group we meet on the 2nd Friday of the month at 10am in the Wesley 
room at the CRMC.  You are very welcome. 

Jean 
 

Local History Group                                                                         

NOVEMBER – FROM THE GROVE TO ST JOHN’S COLLEGE – Val Bird The Local History Group was delighted to have a 
talk by one of its members, Val Bird, on the history of The Grove, a once private home in Bramcote which is now 
better known as St John’s Theological College.  Little is known about the beginnings of the house but it is believed to 
date from approximately 1810 and the earliest known resident was Henry Mundy who purchased the house in 1829. 
  
In the 1960’s the house was sold to the Church of England and transformed into St. John's Theological College.  Val 
brought along one of St John’s current students who gave the group an insight into life at the College which is 
considered to be one of the top training colleges for ministers in The Church of England. 

. 
JANUARY – NOTTINGHAMSHIRE OLD STONES – Frank Earp Our first meeting of 2012 was well attended for a talk by 
local folklore expert, Frank Earp.  Many will have read Frank’s column in the local newspaper and his love of the 
subject was apparent with stories of murder and intrigue in the Papplewick area, along with tales of sacrificial lambs 
being carried along Ewe Lamb Lane to the Hemlock Stone in bygone centuries.  
Membership of the group continues to grow and we are always pleased to welcome new members to the group 
which meets on the third Wednesday of each month at the new time of 1.30pm at Chilwell Road Methodist Church. 
 
The group has recently had a change of Leader and is now in the capable hands of Christine Chater who can be 
contacted email johnchater1@sky.com or mobile No 07598713256 
 

Chris 
Dates for your Diary 

 
21st March Workshop – Local Pre-census 16-18 century Concentrating 

on wills 
Christine Hibbert 

18th April Open Forum Whole Group 

16th May Tour of Wollaton Hall [Booking Essential] Peter Forster  
 

Painting and Drawing                                                                       
 
This new group has been meeting on the first and third Friday of each month since December. 
We are a small and dedicated group, who enjoy working on individual projects at a relaxed 
pace, as our "masterpieces" develop with a background of calming classical music on CD.   
Watercolour is a popular choice of media, but some members are concentrating on improving 
their sketching/drawing skills.  We have recently moved to a smaller room (Epworth) at the 
Methodist Church as the number of regular "artists" has settled at approximately 8 to10.  New 
members (including beginners) are welcome to join us, but we do not have a tutor - just mutual 

advice and support.   

Jane   
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Long Walks Group  8-10 miles                                                                                                
 
The Long Walkers meet once a month, in the middle of the month, on a day to suit the person leading the walk. We 
have found that meeting at Bramcote Park and taking as few cars as possible works well. 
 
Dorothy Bolton led an excellent walk in November when 15 of us scaled the Heights of Abraham above Matlock 
and enjoyed spectacular views and lovely sunshine! Who would have thought we could be so lucky with the 
weather in the middle of November?  Our December walk was not long as we had arranged a pub lunch! 18 of us 
met in Southwell and walked about 6 miles through muddy fields and narrowly escaped being shot by a hunting 
party from Norwood Hall! (Very Downton Abbey!) We then had a delicious lunch at the Bramley Apple which 
opened specially for us! We can thoroughly recommend it, but they do not usually open at lunchtime Monday – 
Friday in the winter. Well worth a visit at the weekend, but do book first!  Alan Bailey led another excellent walk in 
January when 14 of us, plus a very well-behaved dog, walked about 9 miles around Hartington with spectacular 
views and spectacular mud! The weather was kind to us and the walk contained a pub, loos at the start and end 
and 2 en-route and ended with a tea shop! Perfect! 
   
Our next walks are on Tuesday, 13th March and Thursday, 19th April. We are a very friendly group and always 
welcome new walkers. All you need are some good boots, waterproof gear and a sense of humour! We are proud 
to boast the fact that we have nearly as many men as women in the Long Walk group! (Rare for the U3A!) 

Judy 
 

Medium Walks Group 5-8 miles                                                    
  
We have now settled on a monthly walk pattern (usually the last week of the month which does not clash with the 
Long Walks Group) and we are trying a rotating sequence of Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays starting with 
Tuesday 28 February. 

Since the last newsletter we have enjoyed walks in the Wye valley and Monsal 
Trail, Calke Abbey Park, and a route from Linby to Papplewick, and Newstead 
Abbey and back. All the walks are between 5 and 8 miles long. On all walks we 
meet up locally to car share, and bring a picnic lunch. If we are lucky we find a 
tea shop at the end! Somehow we have had good weather for each of these 
walks. 
 
We have a membership of about 20 active members. Because we are all 
involved in other activities an average of about 8 to 10 come on a walk. New 

members are always welcome. The dates of the next few walks are Wednesday 28 March, Thursday 26 April, 
Tuesday 22 May and Wednesday 27 June. 
If you want to join the group please contact me on 0115 917 5609; 07905125801; or william.taylor64@gmail.com 

Bill 
 
 
If you think women are the weaker sex, try pulling the duvet back to your side 
 
 
 

Cycle Rides                                                                                       
 
 
In November, we cycled around Attenborough Nature Reserve to Cranfleet Lock, returning along the River Trent to 
Beeston Lock. In December, a slightly longer ride (16 miles) took us along the Erewash and Nottingham Canals via 
Cossall, while the January ride of about 10 miles passed through Nottingham University, Wollaton Park and on to the 
Nottingham Canal, returning via the Erewash Trail and Stapleford. A report of the 29th February ride will be given in 
the next newsletter. 
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Unfortunately, numbers are still very low, so it is not yet possible to provide different rides for varying abilities.  New 
members will be very welcome (e-mail me if you are interested in receiving details). All rides start in Beeston Square 
at 10.00 am on dates to be advised (last Wednesday of the month where possible).  All you need is a road-worthy 
bike and waterproofs! Wearing a helmet is recommended. 

Rob  
 
 
 

Bridge Group_____       ________________________________           
 
The bridge group is an informal happy gathering of about 20 members and we meet at the CRMC on Mondays 
between 2pm and 4pm.  We have two groups, one of which is a small group of improvers and the rest of the group 
play amongst themselves.  We play the basic ACOL system but we are quite happy for people who use the 
Nottingham Club system to join us.  There are no leagues, no pressure but an awful lot of laughter.  We may have to 
stop in June, July and August because of holiday commitments, Olympics, etc as we need a minimum of 12 people 
to cover our costs. If anyone has a second hand bridge table which they are willing to donate or sell, I would be 
pleased to hear from them on 0115 8493034. 
 

Bill 
 
 

Philosophy and Religion                                                                  
 
The group continues to meet on the first Monday of each month. After a topic has been introduced there is a lively 
discussion.  Recent topics have included “The problem of evil – Theodicy”, a multi-faceted analysis of T. S. Eliot's 
poem “Ash Wednesday” 1930 and “What is art?” Future topics include “The New Atheists”, "Justice” and “20th 
Century Theologians”. 
 
Details from geoffbagley@me.com or tel: 0115 9258801 

Nicholas 
 
 

International Folk Dance____________________________________  
 

Dates for U3A International Dance 
Please note that April 10th is Easter Tuesday and that there is no meeting 2nd Tuesday in June. All dates are 10.a.m. to 12 midday 
March 13th and 27th April 10th and 24th May 8th  and 22nd June 26th July 10th and 24th  

 
 
The group is thriving and now has 30 members on our list, with an average varying around 18 at the sessions every 
2nd and 4th week. We all enjoyed our Christmas session, as not only were there 2 teachers but we had an extra half 
hour to enjoy party food. Since returning in the New Year we have begun learning the rhythms of Greece and 
thoroughly enjoyed a Maori dance from New Zealand. We also enjoyed the story of Cocoa- Koko Samoa – a dance 
from the island of Samoa. I would like to thank everyone who has supported me in those little jobs at the beginning 
and end of session, collecting money, putting away chairs, closing curtains etc, and look forward to the next few 
months of Dance. 

Gill 
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Computer Group                                                                                                                                                 
 
The Computer Group resumed on 19th January after an autumn break. The first meeting was a “Windows Problem 
Solving Workshop” when we looked at some of the common problems members experience using Windows on their 
personal computers. It was a lively and interesting meeting and I think everyone learned something new, including 
myself. 
 
The future planned meetings are: 
 Thursday 15th March 2012 – “Using Picasa to Organise Photos” 
 Thursday 19th April 2012 – “Backing up your Computer” 
 
New members who already have a personal computer are welcome to join us. We meet on the third Thursday of 
each month in the Guild Room at Chilwell Road Methodist Church. Members who have laptops bring them along so 
we can have as much practical hands-on time as possible. 
 

David  computing@theharts.free-online.co.uk 
 
 
Hardware is the part of the computer that can be kicked! 

 
 
A small boy is sent to bed by his father. Five minutes later he cries ' Da-ad, I'm thirsty, can you bring me a drink of 
water'. 
'No, you have had your chance, lights out' replies the dad.  Five minutes later 'Da-aaaad, I'm THIRSTY, can I have a 
drink of water'. 
'I told you NO! If you ask again, I'll have to smack you!  Five minutes later, 'Daaaa...aaad' 'WHAT' 
'When you come to smack me, can you bring me a drink of water’? 
 
 
 

Lunch Club_                                                                               _    
 
After a wonderful Christmas lunch at ‘The White House’, Sawley, the lunch club January meal was held at ‘Le 
Mistral’, in Nottingham. As this became fully booked up, other members organised two alternative lunches. This 
meant that all members who wished to did have the chance to come along to a meal. A big thank you to all those 
who organised these lunches, they were very much appreciated. By the time this goes to print we will have sampled 
‘Adams’, at New College Nottingham, in March we will be going to ‘Encounters’, and in April we are looking 
forward to lunch at ‘The Walton Hotel’. We have dates and organisers for May and June, and watch this space for a 
very exciting and different event for our July lunch! 
 
After the December general meeting of the lunch club, all those on the waiting list were added to the club 
membership, and names of those who had not attended a lunch or a meeting for four or more months were 
removed from the list of members. Despite this, we still have a very large membership and a decision was taken to 
not maintain a waiting list until the group has reduced in size. It is hoped to be able to reintroduce a waiting list in the 
future, and this will then be announced at a main U3A meeting.  
 
Another decision taken was to move lunches to the 4th week each month, in order to minimise clashing with other 
groups. We continue to ask for a £5 deposit on booking, and agreed that tipping at 10% should be the norm where 
we are happy with the service.  Members were happy to retain a maximum cost of £10-£15 per meal, and to book 
restaurants in areas accessible by public transport.  
 
As we approach our first complete year of the Beeston U3A lunch club, we can look back with a sense of 
satisfaction that the group has achieved what it set out to do; that is to meet new friends and enjoy a tasty food in a 
range of different restaurants. In fact the only problem we seem to have is that the club is just too popular! 

Ann 
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Scrabble________________________________________________   _ 
 
We meet on the second Tuesday afternoon of the month. We are fortunate in that two of our members have rooms 
large enough for us to meet in.  We have 13 people interested in playing, but 10 has been the most attending at any 
one time.  Of the 13 one is a "brave" male!  We begin at 2 pm, have one game, then a break for refreshments 
followed by another game.  If you would like to know more please speak to me at our monthly meeting at church.       

Mary                    
 

Photography_                                                                                  
 
Our recent meeting was led by Mike Johnson who brought along various examples of his own photographs which 
we viewed and discussed at length. These were a varied group of subjects which he had personally submitted to his 
local Camera Club and included portraits, landscapes and compositions which he had taken over the years. This 

led to various topics of discussion which gave members food for thought for 
their own personal photographic exploits in the near future. Our next meeting 
was held at Trent Lock on Wed 22nd Feb where we had opportunities to 
explore the area and have lunch later at the new Trent Lock Inn. At the 
following meeting on Wed 28th March our session will be a follow up discussion 
in the Epworth Room on all the excellent images we had taken at Trent Lock.  

Douglas  
 

Craft Group                                                                                       
 
The Craft Group meet in the Wesley room at CRMC on the last Thursday of the month from  
2-4pm.  If you feel like trying a new craft or lending your expertise, we would be very pleased to meet you.  Our 2012 
programme is as follows : 
 

February 23rd   Carnations March 29th Stitched Cards April 26th Ribbon Weaving 
May 31st  Patchwork 1 June 28th Patchwork 2 July 26th Beading 

September 27th Quilting October 25th Owls Nov 29th Christmas Decorations 

Margaret 

 
 

Family History Group                                                                    
  

The number of members in the group has increased to 24, producing a meeting attendance of about 15.  At the 
November meeting I (beginner) gave a talk about my limited amount of research to date.  Great grandfather’s 
claim to a large estate went down very well and I received advice from the more experienced members as to how I 
could take the research further. 
As our usual meeting date for December was too near Christmas, we changed it to a guided tour of the Nottingham 
Archives. 11 members plus 6 friends had a very interesting visit where we were shown what the Archives contained, 
how to access them, the work of the conservators and a charter for a market in Nottingham dating back to the 12th 
century. 
At the January meeting Paula gave a talk based on a notebook written by her grandmother, who was born in 
Beeston. This was a fascinating account of life in this area at the turn of last century. In February, Geoff Harrington is 
starting his separate meetings for a beginners’ course at my house, if the 15 members who have signed up manage 
to fit into our lounge. 

Mike  
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 Music Group                                                                                        
 
 The Beeston U3A music group has 27 members with a wide variety of musical backgrounds and interests. We are a 
friendly and welcoming group who are happy to learn, share and discuss music in its many forms. At our December 
Christmas fuddle, we looked at the first months of the new year and decided on the following schedule: 
  
January 19th      Celebration Theme  February 16th     Parlour and Party Songs 
March 15th         Inheritance Tracks April 19th    Beeston Ukulele Group Presentation and Stringed Instruments 
  
January's theme was "Celebration" and members were asked to bring along and share music connected with the 
theme. February's meeting was led by Pat and concentrated on parlour and party songs we all know and love. In 
March we are going to look at which piece of music we inherited from the previous generation and which piece we 
would hand down to the next generation. The long-awaited concert by the BUGS will happen in April along with a 
listen to music of stringed instruments. 
  
We meet at CRMC every third Thursday in the month from 10 -11.30 am in the Epworth Room. We welcome new 
members up to a maximum of 30. Thereafter we will compile a waiting list. 

 Graham and Sue  
 
 
 
A man walks into a psychiatrist’s office with a courgette up his nose, a gherkin in his left ear and a chipolata sausage 
in his right ear.  He says to the doctor ' what is wrong with me?’ The psychiatrist replies ' You are not eating properly'. 

 
 
 

 

  Easter Quiz cubicle   
 

1. With which day were simnel cakes originally associated? 
2. Who wrote “I could write a sonnet, about your Easter bonnet, and of the girl I’m taking to the Easter 

Parade”? 
3. What is the flower of Easter? 
4. Shriving, or absolution, gives what alternative name on the eve of Lent when pancakes are eaten. 
5. Florida, in America, was sighted by the Navigator Juan Ponce de Leon on March 20th, 1513, on the Sunday 

before Easter, at that time known in Spanish as Pascua Florida.  What is the usual English name for that 
Sunday? 

6. What is Pysanka?  
7. In some European countries, it is traditional to have large bonfires on Easter Eve. What is burned at these 

fires? 
8. What was the name of the giant imaginary rabbit who befriended James Stewart in the 1950 film? 
9. The Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday before Ascension Day are marked in the Book of Common Prayer 

(1662) as fast days.  By what name are they known? 
10. Who wrote the book “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”? 

 
A government warning says that anyone travelling in icy conditions should take:  Shovel, Blankets or sleeping bag, 
Extra clothing including scarf, hat and gloves, 24 hours supply of food and drink, De-Icer, 5Kgs of Rock Salt, Torch or 
lantern with spare batteries, Road Flares and Reflective Triangles, Tow rope, 5 gallon petrol Jerry can, First Aid Kit, 
and Jump Leads.  I looked a complete idiot on the bus this morning!!!!! 
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BEESTON U3A GROUPS MEETING TIMETABLE 
Members are encouraged to contact leaders for up-to-date information.   Please be aware that members participate in all group activities 

entirely at their own risk 
GROUP LEADER & TEL NO. MEETINGS HELD VENUE EMAIL ADDRESS 

Art Appreciation 
Janet 9256048 
Secretary Elizabeth Le 
Marchant-Brock 

Monthly 3rd 
Thursday 2pm Various janet@jandee.co.uk    

eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com  

Art History Helen 
Tel 922 7717 

Monthly   
4th Tuesday 
1.30pm 

Guild Room 
CRMC  

Book Group Sarah  
 9284561 

Monthly 2nd Tues. 
9.30am 

CRMC  
WesleyRoom  

Bridge Bill 8493034 
Weekly on 
Monday  
2-4pm 

CRMC 
Epworth 
Room 

 

Bus Pass Visits Josie 9229510 Various Various 
Temporarily suspended due to unforeseen 
circumstances.  
 

 Canasta David 9254170 
Fortnightly 
Thursday 10am 
CRMC 

CRMC 
Epworth 
Room 

david.margaret@hurworth32@fsnet.co.uk 

Cinema/Film Elizabeth 9250780 Monthly 1st 
Tuesday 

CRMC  
Guild Room eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com  

Computing 
 

David  
9288413 

Monthly 
3rd Thursday 
9.30 am 

CRMC Guild 
Room 

computing@theharts.free-online.co.uk 
 

Craft Margaret 
9256512 

Monthly last 
Thursday 2-4pm  

Wesley 
Room 
CRMC 

 

Cycling Robin Lloyd Various Beeston 
Square robinlloyd@talktalk.net  

Family 
History/Genealogy 

Mike  
9177150 

Monthly Third 
Wed of the 
month  9.30 am  

CRMC 
Wesley 
Room 

mike@mikeallery.plus.com  

International Folk Dance 
 

Gill 
 9171831 

2nd/4th Tuesdays 
10.00 am 

RC church 
Hall Foster 
Avenue 

 

Garden/Visits (Full at 
present) 
 

Sandra  
9285031 

Monthly            
2nd Wed. 

Wesley 
Room  

History 
 

Jean  
9222238 

Monthly 
2nd Friday 
10 am 

CRMC 
Wesley 
Room 

 

Languages 
(French/Spanish) 

 
Kate     9325728 
Maria   9223524 
 

2nd and 4th 
Mondays 
9.30am 

CRMC 
Epworth 
Room 

katelittle2004@yahoo.co.uk  

Local History Christine 
Monthly 3rd 
Wednesday, 
1.30pm 

CRMC johnchater1@sky.com  

Long Walks Judy Various Various judylloyd@talktalk.net  

Lunch Club Ann  
Monthly 4th 
Week.  Day 
varies 

Various ann.barry@ntlworld.com 

Medium Walks Bill Taylor 9175609 Various Various william.taylor64@gmail.com  

Music Sue and Graham 
9256729 

Monthly 3rd 
Thursday 
10am 

CRMC 
Epworth 
Room 

lodges3@hotmail.co.uk  

Painting & Drawing Jane 8370437 
Sue 

1st and 3rd 
Fridays 

CRMC 
Epworth 
Room 

janew.u3abeeston@hotmail.co.uk 

Philosophy & Religion Nicholas  9285473 Monthly     1st 
Monday 10am 

CRMC 
Epworth 
Room 

 
geoffbagley@me.com  
 

Photography Betty   Various Various betty.manning1@ntlworld.com 

Scrabble Mary 07837490294 Monthly on 2nd 
Tuesday Various marydot2@virginmedia.com  

Short Walks Ann 9288413 Various Various walks@theharts.free-online.co.uk  
Short Story Writing Debbie Monthly  CRMC shortstoryu3a@hotmail.co.uk   
Theatre Outings Ginny  Various Various ginny-hartman@btconnect.com 
Group Coordinator  Jim Turner: 9170353; jm.jj.turner@ntlworld.com                                                        CRMC is Chilwell Road Methodist Church Beeston 

  
 
Quiz Answers:  1. Mothering Sunday 2. Irving Berlin 3. Lily 4. Shrove Tuesday 5. Palm Sunday. 6. The art of painting eggs 7. Effigies of 

Judas Iscariot 8. Harvey 9. Rogation Days. 10 Roald Dahl 
 


