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BEESTON 

 
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE    

Registered Charity No. 1152882 

NEWSLETTER – MARCH 2015 
Editor – Marie Potts    pottsofnotts@gmail.com Website – Contact Steve Austin at stephen.austin@ntlworld.com  

Website address  www.beestonu3a.org.uk 

 

Stop Press News 

Please be aware that the Public Car Park at CRMC is now Pay and Display. 

You must obtain a ticket from the machine or you will receive a Parking Fine 

2015-2016 Membership is due from May  
Margot and her team will be in attendance at the 

 March and April Open Meetings in order to cope with numbers 

 

We send our sympathy and condolences to Jim Turner on the sad loss of his wife Joanna.   

 

   OPEN MEETINGS 

March 2015 Claire Lyons Women in Camouflage 

April 2015   Carol Williams (VSO) 
Thirty months in Rural China/Ancestors,  

Dragons and Chopsticks 

May 2015 Annual General Meeting.  Election of Committee for 2015/16 

We would respectfully ask that, if you cannot stay till the end of the Speaker’s talk, please sit upstairs in the balcony. 

 

Trips and Outings 

Future Planned Outings  
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre Day Visit in October or November 2015 

A behind the scenes guided tour of this wonderful theatre.  Further details to be advised. 
Bath and the Cotswolds  

Unfortunately, this trip has had to be cancelled as there was not enough interest to make it financially 

viable. 

Bletchley Park – 12th August 2015 

Another visit to this popular venue.  The cost will be £32 per person and includes a new MultiMedia 

Guide so you can explore the site at your own pace and in your own time.  Lunch can be obtained 

from Hut 4 Café or drinks and snacks from the coffee shop, or take a packed lunch and picnic in the 

beautiful grounds.   

Highclere Castle – 30th and 31st July 2016* 

This is the location for the popular television series called Downton Abbey.  It will include an overnight 

stay and Guided tour of the castle.  Further details available from Lucy.  *NB this is 2016, next year. 
 

For further details of any of the above outings, contact Lucy Beardsley lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:pottsofnotts@gmail.com
mailto:stephen.austin@ntlworld.com
http://www.beestonu3a.org.uk/
mailto:lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk
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Monthly Meetings  
  

 DECEMBER’S   

MEETING was a 

great success and 

had it all, Children, 

Choirs, Mince Pies 

and a man with a 

red nose!  A great 

time was had by all. 

 

 

We have to thank Mike Johnson for taking all the 

wonderful photos which were in the December 

Extra Newsletter and for which I forgot to credit 

him in that issue.  My apologies Mike and sincere 

thanks for all the photos you take during the year 

for the Newsletter.     Ed 

 

 

 

 

There was no meeting in January 

as it was New Year’s day but at 

the February meeting we were 

entertained by Grantham 

Danserye with dances, 

Shakespearian quotes, a 

description of how Elizabethan 

women got dressed and the 

hazards of the stomacher!   

 The group consisting of Mike 

Spicer, Lynne Spicer and Gay 

Flower (pictured left) showed us 

the intricacies of dances called 

the Earl of Essex Measures, the 

Galliard, the Fortada and others.  Most of the dances had Italian names 

because the Italian dancing masters reigned supreme at this time.     

All the dances shown were courtly dances and the ability to dance 

was everything - many a young man who was from a low 

background but who could dance well was able to advance his 

prospects by dancing well and catching the eye of Queen 

Elizabeth 1st, who loved dancing and often danced “seven Galliards 

before breakfast” for her exercise.  At this time clothes were 

paramount and many a courtier 

bankrupted himself to buy the best clothes 

to help him stand out and progress up the 

social scale.  We were shown several 

pieces of female clothing and were told 

that items like the stomacher, cuffs and ruffs 

and spare sleeves were sewn or pinned onto the basic clothes.  A set of ruff and cuffs were 

called a suite.  The Inns of Court which 

we know today for the profession of 

Law was in Elizabethan times a place to 

learn Law but also they gave young 

men a social education, part of the 

curriculum was how to dance and 

sword play.   

 

It looked so easy, some of Beeston U3A 

joined in the dance.  
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 The Group Leaders' Meeting February 2015. 
I am sure that every member of Beeston U3A is aware as to how much work the Group 

Leaders put into running their groups.  Beeston U3A would not be the successful organisation 

it is without their hard work, their imagination and their dedication. 

  

Nevertheless, even experienced Group Leaders, let alone new ones, need support and help 

at times.  This was the reason behind the meeting which was held on Monday 9th February at 

Beeston Fields' Golf Club.  Members of the Committee and Group Leaders old and new 

gathered at 12.30 for some refreshments followed by an hour's business. 

 

After a brief introduction, where it was explained why there had not been a meeting for 

Group Leaders at the end of 2014 because of a variety of unforeseen circumstances, a 

guest speaker took to the floor.  This was Martin Wilson who is involved in some research on 

the Third Age.  He was asking permission of the Group Leaders to attend their meetings and, 

if permission is granted by those present at those meetings, to take photographs to place on 

the web extolling the variety of activities undertaken by the collective description of "old 

people".  Martin was so impressed by the enthusiasm of the people he met that we think we 

now have another new recruit. 

 

Following the brief explanation various members of the committee spoke to the meeting.  

Questions had been sent in beforehand and many of them centred on the importance of 

communication.  Steve Austin spoke about the website, Marie Potts about the Newsletter 

and I covered the rolling notices.  I believe that we were able to sort out some of the 

problems that some people had encountered.  We also spoke of the need to be careful with 

member's email addresses whilst sending out block notices.  It is always advisable to send the 

email to yourself and Bcc your own group - that keeps the addresses private. 

 

Our new Treasurer, Malcolm Brookbanks, was introduced to those present and Malcolm 

spoke about his requirements from the Group Leaders regarding finance. 

 

Several policies were then touched upon.  The first was linked to the fact that we have 

charitable status.  As we are a charity ourselves we cannot collect money through our 

accounts for any other national charity.  For example, we cannot have any further 

MacMillan fundraising activities but, do not fear, the afternoon was such a success that there 

is still room in the events' diary to repeat the activity; any money raised can go directly to a 

local charitable organisation.  

  

Sadly, 2015 has started badly with the death of several members.  We do have a policy 

regarding who is alerted and this was also explained to the Group leaders.  If any member 

hears about the death of a fellow member then we would ask them to please contact a 

member of the committee to let them know or contact their Group Leader who would pass 

on the message.  The members of the committee would be alerted so that no embarrassing 

emails, demands for membership or newsletters would be sent to the deceased's family.  The 

Group Co-ordinator would also contact all Group Leaders to ensure that any group which 

the deceased attended would be aware of the death and could pass on the news 

accordingly and appropriately.  The only announcements of death at an Open Meeting  

would be if the deceased was or had been a member of the committee or a Group Leader.   

We hope that we have covered all eventualities but, being human, we can all make 

mistakes. 

 

The meeting ended at 2.30 with everyone managing to have some time to speak with other 

Group Leaders and to discuss how they run their own groups.  From the comments I 

personally received, it was seen to be very successful and useful. 

I must thank Steve Austin who organised this meeting and also the Group Leaders - where 

would we be without you? 

Helen Stewart 
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Group News from Steve Austin Acting Group Co-ordinator  
 

There has been a flurry of activity in the Beeston U3A Groups area, with new additions and changes.  The new Latin 

group and the Beginners Ukulele group are now established and thriving and the Table Tennis Group has found a 

new leader in Janet Hoult, who is standing down as leader of the Art Gallery Visits Group.  Our thanks go to Janet 

who has been leader of Art Gallery Visits since the beginning and has done a sterling job.  We wish her the best of 

luck with the Table Tennis Group.  Nadya Lancaster and Barbara Johnson will take over leadership of Art Gallery 

Visits and we wish them the best of luck also,   
new and potential Groups   

Bowls 
Interested in joining a Bowls Group? Nottingham Indoor Bowls Centre, Beechdale Road, Bilborough are able to 

accommodate a Group from Beeston U3A.  Experienced bowlers and beginners are welcome. Coaching is 

available if you haven’t bowled before or want to brush up on you technique. Bowl hire can be included in the rink 

fee if you don’t have your own set of bowls.  

What the Papers Say 
Karen Stainer is interested in starting a current events discussion group based on what is in the newspapers on the 

day. For instance members of the Group could choose articles of interest and they could compare and contrast 

how the news is presented in different papers. Karen is suggesting Group meetings are held at Beeston Library where 

newspapers are available. The Library has said the Group could meet there. 

Quiz Group 
After a break, several members of the Group have indicated that they would like the Group to continue.  If you are 

interested in being a member of this, or any of the other new Groups then do contact Steve.  
If you are interested in any of these Group, express your interest by emailing Steve Austin, Acting Group  

Co-ordinator,stephen.austin@ntlworld.com 

 

Art Gallery Visits                                                                         
  

Hello, we have started the year with two very good outings, first to the Djanogly Art Gallery with a guided tour of the 

‘In the Shadow of War’ exhibition, with Ruth Lewis-Jones; and recently to Nottingham Contemporary, for their new 

exhibition, ‘Rights of Nature; Art & Ecology in the Americas’.  This may sound hard going, and could well be rather 

baffling visiting on your own, but with an amazing guide like Arianne, it becomes, if not easy, then at least engrossing 

and informative as she talked and walked us through this complex exhibition in the most fluent and enthusiastic 

manner.  Many of us had to retreat to Thea Caffea’s for tea & 

plum bread to regain our strength afterwards.  

  

But our main news this time is that I am stepping down as 

leader of AGV, after nearly three years of taking the group 

from Art Appreciation where we were confused with big sister 

Art History, and into Art Gallery Visits, which does indicate for 

members what we do.  I’m delighted that two of our 

members, Barbara Johnson and Nadya Lancaster have 

agreed to take over as dual leaders, and I know they are 

already planning visits for the coming months.  I am not 

leaving the group and look forward to future visits planned by 

our new leaders. The photograph at the Contemporary does 

place Nadya and Barbara almost centre stage; with a 

caribou migration taking place in the background. 

  

My last meeting in March will be at CRMC which brings me nicely round in a full circle, as my first meeting as leader 

was there, and I’m trusting Sue Ward who is giving us a presentation on The Getty Centre in Los Angeles will send me 

out in style – no pressure on you then Sue! Details to members coming soon.   

  

So it’s farewell from me and welcome Nadya and Barbara & I know AGV is continuing in very capable hands. 

Janet 
Thank you Janet, from Beeston U3A, for all your hard work over the last 3 years and a 

personal thank you from me for all the interesting articles that you have written for the 

Newsletter. And good luck to Barbara and Nadya  Ed. 

 

mailto:stephen.austin@ntlworld.com
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Art History                                                                                         

 

Our trip to see the Rembrandt exhibition began very well.  The new coach company ensured that the coach was 

waiting for us before 8.00 and our driver, Adam, was delightful.  We were dropped off, after negotiating London's 

excessive traffic, at close walking distance from the Sainsbury Gallery in time to have lunch before our 1.30 entrance 

slot.  The exhibition itself was wonderful.  It was such a privilege to see all those iconic paintings,  prints and sketches 

together in the same place; certainly, something we are unlikely to see again in our lifetime.  Even the hordes of 

visitors did not prevent us all from gazing in delight at the skill of Rembrandt. 

 

However, what is it with coach trips to London?  We all dutifully arrived at our coach at 4.15 and Adam set off for 

Nottingham.  Two hours later we were still stuck in London thanks to traffic jams and 

road closure.  Once we reached the M1 it was hardly much better and, arriving 

north of Leicester, we found that the motorway had been completely closed both 

ways because of an horrific accident.  As we were guided off the M1 towards 

Loughborough Adam realised that he was running out of driving hours.  That meant 

a phone call to his boss, a mystery-ride around the small villages south of 

Nottingham, flashing lights in the middle of Bunny, an exchange of drivers and the 

boss man taking us back to Beeston by 9.15!  We had been five hours in the coach 

with one short comfort stop.  I really wonder if any trip to London by coach is worth 

the hassle. 

For those of us who were willing and able to 

attend a meeting two days before Christmas a 

real treat was lined up for History of Art members. 

(see picture left)  Elizabeth le Marchant Brock 

introduced us to The Jewellery of Lalique.  Many of 

us are familiar with his glassware but few of us 

knew of his skill with jewellery. The talk was 

fascinating and illustrated by many beautiful pieces of his art; many of which have 

never been worn but bought, immediately, to go on display in galleries.  Many of us 

agreed that some of the pieces would be difficult to wear but that would not stop 

us from trying.  After Elizabeth's talk (thank you, Elizabeth) we all enjoyed some 

excellent refreshments brought in by several members. 

In January we had two stimulating talks on three painters from the medieval 

Netherlands.  Richard Eddleston looked at the works of Jan Van Eyck including the 

well-recognised Arnolfini Marriage and Julia Powell introduced us to Hans Memling 

and Derek Bouts.  Our thanks go to Richard and Julia for taking us through the art of 

those particular painters and for helping us appreciate the symbolism to be found in Medieval Christian art. 

In February we are looking forward to a guest speaker from the Art Appreciation group of West Bridgford U3A.  

Martin Edwards has a particular interest in Sandro Botticelli and will help us to understand and appreciate this 

mystical, Italian artist. 

Helen  

 

 

Book Group                                                                                           _   
 

We continue to meet on the 2nd Tuesday each month in the CRMC Wesley Room at 10 am, for friendly and informal 

discussions about our chosen book for that month, which hopefully everyone will have managed to read! We are 

fortunate in the support of Beeston Library in ordering books for the Book Group, although some members like to buy 

their own copies.   

We read Geoffrey Deaver’s The Bone Collector for our January discussion and in February we rang the changes with 

some non-fiction - Black Diamonds by Catherine Bailey, about the demise of an aristocratic Yorkshire coal dynasty in 

the first half of the twentieth century. In March we will be reading Alison Moor’s The Lighthouse, followed by Judith 

Allnatt’s A Mile of River. We have some more books planned for the next few months, depending on availability from 

the library.  

We are still operating a waiting list as we are up to optimum numbers, but we have been able to offer places to 

potential new members as they become available. Please telephone me on 9226643 or email 

ejslarch@outlook.com if you would like to go on the waiting list. 

 Jane 
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Buddies                                                                                                        
 

Our Buddies post-Christmas celebration took place at our last meeting and we enjoyed a buffet lunch at the White 

Lion.  Sergio, the owner put on an excellent spread, including his speciality, Portuguese custard tarts.  I have 

decided to stand down as leader and the reins have been taken up by Jean Willgoose.  It has been a pleasure 

being involved in Buddies and I hope it will continue.  Thanks to all of you for your support in the past especially 

 Jean Breda and Zena. 

 Marie 

 

Cycle Rides                                                                       
 

The Cycling Group meets every month, usually on the last Monday. We are a friendly group and meet in Beeston 

Square (near the 'Bandstand') at 10.00 am. Rides are 15-20 miles long and at an easy pace (you should be able to 

maintain 10 mph on level roads/paths). We try to avoid busy roads where possible and often use well-surfaced 

bridleways and canal paths. All you need is a bike in good working order, a bottle of water and (preferably) a 

helmet. My own helmet is now damaged following my accident last July and has been replaced, indicating just 

how important they are!  

There are only 2 rides to be reported this quarter - I decided to cancel the December ride as it would have been too 

close to the Christmas and New Year festivities! David Bryan kindly led the November Ride and followed the Derby 

Canal to Breaston, Draycott, Sawley and back along the Trent to Beeston Lock.  

I have now recovered enough to lead the rides again and in January, we joined the Erewash Canal and followed 

the Nutbrook Trail to Shipley Park, returning via the Erewash and Nottingham Canals. The next Ride will take place  

on Monday 23rd February.  

I can only continue as Ride Leader until we move house (we have not sold yet!), so I am keen to find a replacement 

as soon as possible.  

If you would like to receive details of future rides, please email or phone me on 0115 9285467 (Mob: 07908 874722) 

 Robin                                                                           

 

Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint.  
- Mark Twain 

 

Exploring Spirituality_____________________           ____    __     
 

What a great group this is to belong to.   

 

Those present range from atheists to Buddhists to Christians, which is great, because it all adds to the depth of our 

meeting.  So whatever your beliefs, you will be made welcome. 

We have continued to meet monthly on the third Tuesday at 10.00am.  Everyone is welcome to join us, a friendly 

and inviting Group.  We continue to have periods of meditation during the sessions.  These are periods of silence that 

can lead to healing, wholeness and inner peace.  What more can you ask for in life!  We also have periods of 

discussion about some of the deeper issues in life, such as the meaning of love and forgiveness.  So do give it a go 

and come along and experience what life is all about. 

Richard riedd@btinternet.com 

 

Languages - French Conversation                                               
 

The French Conversation Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays in the Epworth room from 9-30 to 11am. 

Conversation can arise spontaneously and also from the reading of articles which members of the Group bring. 

There is a range of ability but this is not a Group for absolute beginners.  

Jill 
If you are interested contact Jill Davis at jill_d_davis@yahoo.co.uk. 

mailto:jill_d_davis@yahoo.co.uk
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Family History Group                                                               
 

The Group aims to hear from and help newcomers to the subject trace their family history, and similarly for others 

more experienced; so that we can both understand genealogical techniques and tricks, and hear the findings of 

research and the detective work often involved. 

In November, Keith Oseman, a professional genealogist from the Long Eaton U3A Family History Group, gave us a 

presentation on the subject of DNA, with a hand-out of his slides. After explaining the science of DNA, Keith 

illustrated how it can be used in family history research, and showed us the certificate of his own Y-DNA test, and 

how the results can be interpreted.  

In December, the Group enjoyed a Christmas fuddle. Louise provided a seasonal presentation, entitled "Who is 

Santa Claus?", finding that Father Christmas dates back at least as far as 15th century in England  as a 

personification of Christmas and a Yule-tide visitor. Louise then went on to tell us about Saint Nicholas, born a Greek 

in Asia Minor in the late 3rd century. In the latter half of the meeting, we had a multiple choice quiz, with the winners 

being Ron and Margaret: well done! 

In January, we began with Chris looking at some transcription errors in the 1911 census, though we also learned that 

websites differ in their accuracy. Then we heard from Jan, who told us about her ancestor, John Townsend (1759-

1834), although with some uncertainty about his exact place in her family tree. John Townsend was a Bow Street 

Runner, whose portrait is in the National Portrait Gallery and, as is often the case with family history research, the 

presentation shed interesting light on the social history of the period. 

Chris  

 

History Group                                                                                       

The History Group meets once a month on the second Friday of the month.10am Guild Room, C.R.M.C. The format 

of the meeting is we have prominent speakers covering a wide range of Historical Events.  We are a very friendly 

Group and always welcome new members.  There are many Historical anniversaries this year. To name a few, 

Waterloo 200 years,  Magna Carta  800 years,  Agincourt 600 years.   Looking ahead we have a speaker on 

Waterloo in August.  By the time this Newsletter appears, members will have heard a talk at Bromley House Library on 

King John and  Magna Carta. The talk will be given by Dr. Clare Taylor. The Group have also been invited to 

Nottingham University on the 12th March to hear an excellent talk on Gallipoli. The future programme schedule is 

below  

March 13th Mike Taylor on The French Revolution 

April 10th Rami Seth on the Role of Indian Soldiers in World War I 

May 8th David Hutchinson on The English Civil War 

It is a case of watch this space or the rolling notices at the open meeting, for a reminder when these talks take 

place. If you would like to receive any further information please email or ring me. 

Jean Tel 9222238 email  jean.evans1940@btinternet.com  

 

International Dance_______________                     __       ___  _  

 

Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday morning we are still enjoying ourselves. Dancing, chat and giggles are the order of the 

day.  The dances are very mixed in style and format, as the programme for January 27th shows. 

We began with an old favourite Neda Grivna-(Romania_necklace of beads) before moving on to Zemer Atik (Israel) 

then a partner waltzy dance from Swizterland – Apenzeller Klatcshenwaltzer. This is a clapping dance with waltz from 

the Appenzell valley. We moved on to a dance from Estonia – Oige Ya Vasemba – meaning right and left so now 

we know some Estonian language as well! Nipping across the border we enjoyed Walenki with waves and arches 

before having a well-earned break. 

After our break we learnt another new dance which came this time from Japan. The title – Tajimi  Ko Uta. This is a 

dance good for coordination and has many terms useful for remembering the arm movements of the dance. Such 

terms Fuji (hands in a volcano triangular shape) take your sweater off – (arms cross then lifts before descending as 

one glides along). The last movement brought much merriment as we tried to make our right hand do something 

very different to our left hand. We finished the morning with 3 more dances, one Russian and 2 from Israel. There is 

space for more fun loving folk. 

Gill gill.morral@ntlworld.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_England
mailto:jean.evans1940@btinternet.com
mailto:gill.morral@ntlworld.com
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Latin                                                                           

Lingua Latina 

Salute 
The Latin for Beginners Group got under way on Wed. 21st Jan. when 10 (all female) enthusiasts met in the Epworth 

Room. The assembled ladies were amazed at the number of Latin words they had been using all their lives, and 

were intrigued by the Grammar, which cannot be avoided in order to build our knowledge, rather like an inverted 

pyramid. Everyone (well, to be honest, one person thought it all too much) went off with sheets of “info” which they 

had learned by the second meeting on 18th Feb. If laughter is the best medicine our Group will be the healthiest 

members of the U3A because we had a hilarious 2nd session. They all went off happily (!) with homework, each to 

write 5 sentences in Latin. 

We shall progress with our labours at the 3rd meeting on March 18th. 

Valete.     

Jill  jill.boothroyd@live.co.uk 

 

 

Indoor Games 

Bridge                                    
We play friendly Rubber Bridge - ACOL system. We welcome all 

levels of bridge players except complete beginners.  It is quite 

different to many bridge clubs in that we do talk to each other 

about the game, discussing different bidding techniques or how 

we could have bid!!  - always in the friendliest manner and with 

no blame attached. If you enjoy bridge and want to improve 

and to meet similar minded bridge players do please come and 

join us. Weekly attendance is not essential, just join us on the 

days you are free.  We look forward to welcoming new members 

and if you would like further information, please contact me 

either by phone or email.  0115 9283707   

 hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk                        Pauline 

Canasta_____                    _  
Briefly Canasta is played with 2 packs of identical cards and is 

an extension of rummy, where the aim is to make canastas or 7 

cards of the same rank, sometimes with wild cards used to make 

up the set. The emphasis is to score points with canastas with 

comparatively little emphasis on going out.  It is essentially 

designed for 4 hand partnership play making it popular with 

bridge players, but there are also 2, 3 & 5 hand versions. 

We meet on a Thursday morning on a fortnightly basis between 

9.30 and 12.00 at the CRMC. Whether a beginner or improver, if 

you are interested in joining, please contact me by phone or 

email. 

 

paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk                                    Paul 

Rummikub____   ___   __  
 
We continue to meet on the second Monday of the month at 

1.45pm.  Several members arrive at 1.30 to help set up the 

tables.  We are a friendly and well attended Group.  The game is 

fun and very easy to learn.  New members are always welcome. 

0115 9257836 or pautill77@gmail.com                  Pauline 

 

Scrabble                              
The Scrabble Group meets fortnightly on 1st and 3rd Tuesday at 2 

pm in the Epworth room at the Chilwell Road Methodist Church.  

We are a friendly Group and would love to have more players. 

Depending on numbers, we divide into groups of 2, 3, or 4 

players.  Learners are helped, and play against less 

accomplished players.  We usually manage 2 or 3 games with 

an interval for refreshments. 

If you are interested contact me by phone or email  

0115 8541359 or marydot2@virginmedia.com  Mary 

MahJong                                                                           
 
Mah jong is a very entertaining Chinese game played by 4 players.  Beginners are welcome. The game has similarities to Gin Rummy 

but played with tiles.  Learners can sit and watch initially, but nothing beats “having a go”. 

We have a mixture of abilities in the Group including a good number who had never played before the Group was set up. 

0115 7524413 gillian.hallam@outlook.com Jill 

 

 

 

mailto:hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:pautill77@gmail.com
mailto:marydot2@virginmedia.com
mailto:paul.hallam90@ntlworld.com
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Long Walks Group  8-10 miles                                                                                              
 

   The Long Walkers meet in the early part of the each month but 

avoiding the first week during which the U3A Open meeting is held. The 

actual day is chosen by the person leading the walk. We have found 

that meeting at Bramcote Hills Park and taking as few cars as possible 

works well. Many of us in the Long Walk Group also walk with the 

Medium walkers who arrange their walks for the later part of each 

month! We are a very friendly Group and always welcome new 

walkers. All you need is some good boots, waterproof gear and a 

sense of humour! 

In November Sue Cotton, Anne and Mike Allery, led a walk from 

Creswell Crags in poor weather. 12 walkers and 1 dog started from 

the Visitors’ Centre, went past all the caves around the lake and onto the Robin Hood way round to Holbeck village.  

Sue pointed out the tunnels where the reclusive Duke of Newcastle used to ride his carriage from the house to the 

lake without being seen. The return was via Manor Hills Wood, Oak Wood and across fields to Belph. 

In December Rob and Peter, led 25 combined Long and Medium Walkers on a circular walk from Ambergate via 

Chase Cliff and Crich. Apart from a little rain, the morning was clear and sunny with good views. Afterwards, 27 of us 

enjoyed lunch at the Hurt Arms.  Mike Allery, who was taking over as Long Walk leader, thanked Judy for her 

excellent leadership from the very start of Beeston U3A and presented her with a John Lewis gift voucher from the 

members of the combined groups.  

In January Anne and Sue led 18 of us plus 1 dog on a circular route from the Church at Ockbrook via Spondon, 

Locko Park and Dale Hills valley. Sue told us interesting facts about the Moravian settlement and Locko Hall. The 

lunch stop was at Hollies Farm. In February Sue Cotton kindly stepped in at short notice to take a select 6 members 

around a circular route from Lea Bridge via Riber, Dethick and Wakebridge. Much of the walk was in a light covering 

of snow. The cold weather kept us moving to keep warm but also had the benefit of keeping all the mud frozen 

hard! 

Mike  Tel 9177150 mushnpuss@gmail.com 

 

Lunch Clubs                                                                             _ 
 

To end the 2014 year both Lunch Clubs had their Christmas meals at different 

venues.  The original Lunch Club had a lovely meal at Hart’s restaurant and our 

thanks go to Vivienne Morgan and Sheila Bates for their hard work in organising a 

very successful meal.  The Two Lunch Club also enjoyed an excellent Christmas meal 

at Chilwell Golf Club where we had an enjoyable traditional meal with all the 

trimmings.  Our thanks must also go to John and Andrea Shand who, despite only 

having been in Two Lunch Club for three months, took on the task of organising a 

very successful Christmas meal. 

Continuing with the theme of sampling a variety of venues and styles of food, 

Two Lunch had a great meal at Yannis, which is a popular Greek restaurant in 

Beeston, and the February meal will be at Sinatra’s - which serves a range of 

European food. 

The original Lunch Club went to Le Mistral 

in Nottingham in January, this is a French 

style Bistro serving some delicious food in a 

very warm and friendly atmosphere.  

They are going to Loch Fine Restaurant 

which is a seafood restaurant, also in 

Nottingham. 

As you can see, a wide range of types of food is experienced so there usually 

is something to appeal to every taste.  If you feel you would like to join us in 

the future please get in touch with either myself, Margot Gale @ 

margot.gale@hotmail.co.uk or Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock @ 

eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com as there are still some places available in both lunch clubs. 

Margot  

 

 

 

mailto:mushnpuss@gmail.com
mailto:margot.gale@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com
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Music Group                                                                     
 

A new year has begun and we have another full programme ahead. At our January meeting our theme was 

animals. The Group decided that it would be a good idea to share with you all the music we listened to in our 

sessions. So this is the list for January animal theme:  

Mendelssohn - O For The Wings Of a Dove,  Glen Miller Band - A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square, 

Haydn- " The Lark" string quartet in D Major Opus 64, Saint-Saens- The Swan from Carnival of the Animals, 

Schubert- The Trout Quintet,  Fleetwood Mac – Albatross,  Five Penny Piece- Big Jim (a worm), 

Young Tradition - Daddy Fox,  Blanche Marchesi - The Sicilian Cart Driver's Song,  

Tchaikovsky-  Dance of the Swans,  Maddy Prior and the Carnival Band -Turkey in the Straw and 

Frankie Laine - Mule Train. 

 

The Annual Programme for 2015 is as follows 

February Schubert July Choir and Choral Music 

March Vinyl Session September Big Band Music 

April Desert Island Discs October  Visiting Samba Band 

May Children’s Music November Visiting Piano/Organist 

June Folk and Country December Brass Band Music 
 

For information: Beeston Ukulele Group has now left the U3A but most of the band members are still U3A members. 
Sue and Graham 

 

 

The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending; and to have the 

two as close together as possible.  

- George Burns 

 

 

Philosophy and Religion                                                                    
 
This Group studies themes in, and different approaches to, Philosophy and Theology. The Group membership 

comprises both religious believers and non-believers and through their contributions we achieve constructive 

analysis.  In 2015-2016 we aim to study a modern, multifaceted literary work which will inform or relate to our 

forthcoming sessions.  For example these will include sessions of Feminist Thought and its influence on philosophy and 

theology through the medium of modern art (eight pictures will be considered).  We hope you respond to this 

vibrant critique by joining us –while the agenda is hot.   (There is no waiting list).  It is our intention to relate our 

programme to the paradoxes and ambiguities of modern life.  That is to say that we believe that philosophical and 

theological questions must be located in real life and answered in theory.  New members are most welcome to join 

us in this enterprise.  For more information, contact Nicholas on 0115 9285473 or Geoff on geoffbagley@me.com  

Nicholas 

 

 

Play Reading                                                                                  
 
The Play Reading Group continues to meet on the 3rd Friday of the month. We had a break in December as this was 

a little close to Christmas.  However in November we read David Hare's ' Murmuring Judges, and at the last meeting 

in January, we read 'Much Ado About Nothing'.  At February’s meeting we read Tom Stoppard's 'Arcadia' led by 

Rosemary Hain.  
Christine  christinedornan@gmail.co 

 

 

mailto:geoffbagley@me.com
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Practical Gardening                                                                         

 
Our Group continues to be popular and we have recently welcomed some new members.  

In October we joined with the Garden Visits Group and held a ‘Gardeners’ Question Time Session with a panel of 

four experts, two from each Group answering questions that members had submitted. It proved to be a popular 

meeting and we all learned a lot from it. 

In December our Group had a ‘messy’ morning but a real fun one, when we brought in greenery and decorated 

Christmas wreaths which had been sold to our members the previous month. What a mess we all made but the 

results were spectacular! 

We are trying to have a practical session whenever possible as well as considering what needs doing in our gardens 

every month. We hold group discussions from time to time where we share ideas and learn from one another and 

we also cover a particular topic each month.  Do come along and join us if you would like to do so.  You can 

contact me on 9287643 or mrichardson14@hotmail.com 

Margaret  

 

Photography_                                                                              
November found us being introduced to some very impressive equipment. One of our 

members brought along different forms of lighting, backgrounds 

and props and with the help of his friend demonstrated a number of 

different lights and helped us use them.  At the beginning some of 

us were a bit in awe of using the equipment or bashful at being 

models for each other. However, after some instruction we soon 

embarked on what, for a number of us, was a steep learning curve.  

In the end not only had we started to enjoy ourselves but agreed 

that we wanted to repeat the learning experience. This we are 

planning to do in May.      

We had no meeting in December being so near to Christmas but 

early in the month we met up and shared a light lunch.   

In January we reviewed the images from our November session and 

started making plans for our future learning. 

Heather 

 

Don't worry about avoiding temptation.   As you grow older, it will avoid you.  

- Winston Churchill 

 

Quiz Cubicle                              
Which dog name is (primarily) associated with each the following books/TV shows/stories/historical 

situations or people? Where fictional 'actor' dogs are concerned the fictional name is required, not the 
dog's real name. Other than where stated, the answer is a single dog. 
1 Tintin’s sidekick 11 Mrs Pumphrey’s pampered Pekinese 

2 Sputnik’s passenger 12 Bob Carolgees’ Tiswas mutt 

3 Bill Sikes’s partner in crime 13 Sooty’s pal 

4 Hagrid’s cowardly boarhound 14 Roy Hattersley’s goose killer 

5 Three headed hound of Hades 15 Dog in a boat with three men 

6 Early logo dog of His Master’s Voice fame 16 Dog on a magic roundabout 

7 Dorothy Gale’s pup from Kansas 17 Parents of lots of dalmations 

8 Bill Clinton’s White House companion 18 Muppets’ piano playing canine 

9 Canine member of The Famous Five 19 Presley’s deceased pet 

10 Blue Peter’s first dog 20 Charley Brown’s “Peanuts” dog 

 

mailto:mrichardson14@hotmail.com
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Short Walks                                                                         

 

Despite my best intentions it is a 

year since I sent in a Newsletter 

item about the Short Walks 

Group so here is a resume of 

2014. We have enjoyed a 

variety of new walks and 

consolidated areas we have 

already explored. Peter Gurd 

inspired us with a zigzag route 

through Nottingham University 

campus taking in a range of 

‘architectural’ features within the parkland.   

Joy Dixon-Smith encouraged us to explore the craggy grounds of 

Willersley Castle and follow the Derwent 

into Matlock Bath.  I always enjoy linking 

up areas and paths we have walked 

which we have done by including 

Oldmoor Wood in our Christmas walk 

and in March we will link through from 

the Erewash Valley up to the Nottingham 

Canal. We have walked down from King 

George’s Park to Bardills and from 

Attenborough into Toton Sidings.  

The walk from Phoenix Park tram terminal led by Judith Couch was a 

highlight of my year taking us through areas I normally just drive through 

without a thought. Some of our members have lived in the area for years 

and enliven our walks with reminiscences and facts. Others have recently 

moved into the area and are pleased with the access and paths we 

enjoy.  Our mailing list is about 60 and attendance on walks averages 

about 15.   

We are a welcoming Group and if you would like to join us please 

contact Ann or David by email at walks@theharts.free-online.co.uk or 

phone 9288413 

Ann 

 

By all means, marry. If you get a good wife, you'll become happy; if you get a bad one, you'll 

become a philosopher.  

- Socrates 

 

Swimming                                                                                  

 
Imagine yourself floating in a warm bath; imagine yourself swimming in a pool without children and aggressively 

active youths; imagine having a chat to friends in between exercise.  We do this every Friday morning at Bramcote 

Baths from 10.00 - 11.00 and it is sheer heaven.  A small group of us started back in September.  Over the weeks 

others have joined us and we are now approximately fifteen swimmers of mixed ability. 

It costs us £690.00 for the pool rental and life guard service for each 10 week session and we each pay £3 per swim.  

Those of you who are quick with maths will see that we need 23 people to break even for ten sessions.  We haven't 

reached that number and many of us feel that we like to keep it a smallish group so that there is no danger of 

bumping into each other.  Thanks, though, to a Beeston doctor, we were pointed in the right direction to receive a 

grant from Lifestyle Broxtowe of £300.00.  This will ensure that we can continue for the next ten sessions after 

Christmas and beyond.  All I have to do is to prove that it has been of a health benefit to many of us - I know that I, 

for one, have already lost weight!  If you are interested, contact me on Tel  922 7717  helen.stewart1@btinternet.com  

Helen 

 

mailto:walks@theharts.free-online.co.uk
mailto:helen.stewart1@btinternet.com
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Ukulele                                                                                             
 

  The beginners' ukulele group had its 

first meeting in December 2014 and 

has met four times since then. We 

plan to meet fortnightly, on Thursday 

afternoons and are exploring various 

options for tuition which we hope to 

have at each alternate session. We 

have had a 'one off' session with a 

tutor who brought along his guitar to 

accompany our playing (currently This 

Old Man and Old MacDonald). We 

are all absolute beginners and are 

very supportive of each other as we 

learn, practise and have fun together.  

For further information please contact 

Kath Childs, 0115 9431331. 

Kath 

 

Writing for Pleasure______   __   _________                             _ 
 

So much has happened since our last report to the Newsletter.  Christmas found 

us writing about the senses and, especially, about the sense of taste.  Of course 

that meant that we had to eat some chocolates in order for us to savour and 

establish the interesting tastes to be found in a box of Thornton's soft centres. 

In January we looked at how selected language can create mood.  This was 

shown in some very moving pieces written about rooms we know well and how 

they have changed according to circumstances.  Also, in January, a full article 

appeared about our Group in the National U3A Creative Writing magazine.  It 

was so gratifying to know that we were viewed as an exciting and innovative 

Group. 

However, two further exciting developments have recently taken place.  We now have our own blog.  This means 

that every member of the Group can upload their writing onto the Internet and, not only can we read each other's 

work, but it can be read by anyone in the world.  If anyone wishes to view our efforts then they need to go to 

www.a-writer.co.uk which is our Group's personal domain.  The opening page contains a photograph of some of our 

members at the last meeting; which is the same photograph attached to this article. 

The second event will take place at our meeting in March.  Margaret Smith, whilst at a book fair selling her novel, 

met and persuaded a creative writing lecturer at Nottingham University to spend a morning with us.  We are all 

looking forward to working with someone who is an expert in creative writing; it will be a fascinating experience. 

Helen 

 

Yoga__________________________      ____________ _ __          _ _ 
 

The Yoga group continues to flourish, with a core group of regulars and others who come when they can.  Everyone 

is doing well and the aim is to continue to develop and enable the core group to progress without excluding 

newcomers.  Learning Yoga in the right way is a language and a feeling the body truly understands, leading to 

benefits for all practitioners.  These can include greater flexibility, improved posture, reduced levels of stress and 

deeper, more relaxed breathing.  There have been medically approved reports of improvements in participants’ 
medical conditions which is encouraging.  We don’t tie ourselves in knots or aim to become super bendy people, 

nor do we sit or stand in odd positions for so long that bits of us turn blue and drop off!  We do aim to practise each 

week to the very best of our own, individual ability, just taking each exercise to the point where we feel some 

resistance and no further.  We definitely don’t adopt a ‘No pain, no gain’ mantra.  In this way, the sessions become 

deeply calming, empowering and, above all, fun.  Yoga benefits all and is not just for women.  So, gentlemen, do 

come along and see what Yoga can offer you.  Some of the members go for a coffee and a natter afterwards too. 

If any of this sounds like something you might want to try, come along on a Friday morning and give it a go or, if 

you’re not sure, call or email me for a chat.  

Ken Telephone: 0115 939 2232 or 07941 140777. Email: kenmorrell@virginmedia.com     

mailto:kenmorrell@virginmedia.com
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BEESTON U3A GROUPS MEETING TIMETABLE 

GROUP LEADER & TEL NO. MEETINGS HELD VENUE EMAIL ADDRESS 

Art Gallery Visits  

Barbara and 

Nadya, Secretary 

Elizabeth   

Monthly  

3rd Thursday  

2.00 pm 

Various 

barbara.e.johnson@btinternet.com 

nadya.lancaster@btopenworld.com 

eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com  

Art History I & II 

Helen  922 7717  

Secretary 

Elizabeth 

Monthly 4th 

Tuesday 

10.30 am and 1.30 

pm 

Guild Room 

CRMC 

helen.stewart1@btinternet.com  

 

Badminton Ann and John 

Monthly 2nd 

Wednesday 10.30 

am 

Pearson 

Centre 

Beeston 

 

johndubbury@btinternet.com 

 

Bird Watching 
Peter  

07813867135 

Monthly  

2nd week,  

day variable 

Various psadler197@gmail.com 

Book Group 
Jane 

9226643 

Monthly  

2nd Tuesday 

10.00 am 

CRMC  

Wesley 

Room 

ejslarch@outlook.com  

Bridge 
Pauline  

9283707 

Weekly Monday  

2.00-4.00 pm 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk  

Buddies Jean 8776833 

Monthly  

Last  Friday  

10.30 am 

The White 

Lion, Beeston 
jean.willgoose@ntlworld.com 

 Canasta Paul 9431012 
Fortnightly 2nd &4th 

Thursday 10.00 am  

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

 

paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Cinema/Film Alan  9221976 

Monthly  

1st Tuesday  

10.00 am 

White Lion 

Beeston 
alanwindsor@ntlworld.com  

Craft Carole  9253268 

Monthly,  

4th  Thursday 1.30-

4.00 pm 

CRMC 

Wesley 

Room 

c.brown929@btinternet.com  

Cycling Robin Various 
Beeston 

Square 
robinlloyd@talktalk.net  

Exploring Spirituality Richard 9252586 

Monthly   

3rd Tuesday  

10.00 am 

CRMC 

Wesley 

Room 

 

riedd@btinternet.com 

 

Family 

History/Genealogy 
Chris 9221481 

Monthly 3rd  

Wednesday  9.30 

am  

CRMC 

Wesley 

Room 

chris.obrien.uk@gmail.com 

Garden/Visits  

 

Sandra  

9285031 

Monthly 2nd 

Wednesday 

 10.00 am 

CRMC Guild 

Room 
sandy.banks@talktalk.net  

History 

 

Jean  

9222238 

Monthly 

2nd Friday 

10.00 am 

CRMC Guild 

Room 
jean.evans1940@btinternet.com  

International Folk 

Dance 

 

Gill 

 9171831 

Fortnightly   

2nd and 4th 

Tuesdays  

10.00 am 

Conservative 

Club, Station 

Road 

 

gill.morral@ntlworld.com  

 

 

Languages –French 

(Not for beginners) 

Jill  9256792 

Maria   9223524 

 

2nd & 4th Mondays 

9.30 am -11am 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

jill_d_davis@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Languages – 

Spanish (Limited 

Spanish speakers 

welcome) 

Maria   9223524 

 

2nd & 4th Mondays 

11am-12.30 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

dleadbetter1944@o2.co.uk 

 

Latin  

 

Jill  

9227646 

3rd Wednesday 

 9.45 am -

 11.15 am 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

jill.boothroyd@live.co.uk 

mailto:barbara.e.johnson@btinternet.com
mailto:nadya.lancaster@btopenworld.com
mailto:eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com
mailto:helen.stewart1@btinternet.com
mailto:ejslarch@outlook.com
mailto:hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:alanwindsor@ntlworld.com
mailto:c.brown929@btinternet.com
mailto:robinlloyd@talktalk.net
mailto:riedd@btinternet.com
mailto:sandy.banks@talktalk.net
mailto:jean.evans1940@btinternet.com
mailto:gill.morral@ntlworld.com
mailto:jill_d_davis@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dleadbetter1944@o2.co.uk


15 

 

Local History Alan  9221976 
Monthly 3rd 

Wednesday, 1.30pm 
CRMC alanwindsor@ntlworld.com  

Long Walks Mike  9177150 Various Various mushnpuss@gmail.com 

Lunch Club and  

Two Lunch 

Margot 

Secretary 

Elizabeth   

Monthly 3rd and4th 

Week.  Day varies 
Various 

margot.gale@hotmail.co.uk  

eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com  

Mah-jong 
Jill   

0115 7524413 

Fortnightly 1st and 

3rd Wednesday  

2.00pm 

CRMC  

Wesley 

Room 

gillian.hallam@outlook.com  

Medium Walks Alan 9164574 Various Various alanbailey@virginmedia.com 

Music  
Sue and Graham 

9256729 

Monthly 3rd 

Thursday 

10.00 am 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

lodges3@hotmail.co.uk  

Play Reading 
Christine 9287576 

Susan  

Monthly  

3rd Friday  

2.00 pm 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

christinedornan@gmail.com 

Philosophy & 

Religion 

 

Nicholas  9285473 

Geoff 

 

Monthly  

1st Monday  

10.30 am 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

 

geoffbagley@me.com  

 

Photography Heather 

Monthly 4th 

Wednesday  

10.00 am 

Contact 

Heather for 

venue 

details 

imagesbyelise@gmail.com  

Poetry Appreciation Joan 9226975 

Monthly  

3rd Tuesday 

1.30 pm 

CRMC 

Wesley 

Room 

joan.whiting@ntlworld.com  

Practical Gardening 

 

Margaret 

9287643 

 

Monthly 3rd 

Monday  

10.00 am 

CRMC 

Wesley 

Room 

 

mrichardson14@hotmail.com  

 

Rummikub Pauline 9257836 

Monthly 2nd  

Monday  

2.00 pm 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

pautill77@gmail.com  

Science  Jim 9170353 

Monthly  

1st Wednesday 

10.00  am 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

jm.jj.turner@ntlworld.com 

Scrabble 
Mary 8541359. 

 

Fortnightly   

1st & 3rd  Tuesday  

2.00 pm 

CRMC 

Epworth 

Room 

marydot2@virginmedia.com  

Short Walks Ann 9288413 Various Various 

 

walks@theharts.free-online.co.uk  

 

Swimming Helen 922 7717   
Weekly Friday 

10am-11am 

Bramcote 

Leisure 

Centre 

helen.stewart1@btinternet.com 

Theatre Outings Eve  9281983 

Monthly  

1st Tuesday 

2.00 pm 

CRMC 

Wesley 

Room 

evegurd@yahoo.com  

Ukulele Beginners Kath  9431331 
Fortnightly -contact Kath for details 

of venue and times of meetings 
kath.childs1@gmail.com 

Wine Appreciation Piers  9284988 

Monthly  

1st Tuesday 

2.00 pm 

White Lion 

Beeston 
pierskrause@yahoo.co.uk 

Writing for Pleasure Helen 9227717 

Monthly  

1st Wednesday 

10.00 am 

Wesley 

Room 

CRMC 

helen.stewart1@btinternet.com  

 

Yoga Ken 9392232 

Weekly  

Friday 

9.30 am 

CRMC Hall kenmorrell@virginmedia.com  

Members are encouraged to contact leaders for up-to-date information.   Please be aware that members participate in all Group 

activities entirely at their own risk.                                        Acting Group Coordinator: Steve Austin at stephen.austin@ntlworld.com 
CRMC is Chilwell Road Methodist Church Beeston 

mailto:alanwindsor@ntlworld.com
mailto:mushnpuss@gmail.com
mailto:margot.gale@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com
mailto:paul.hallam90@ntlworld.com
mailto:lodges3@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:christinedornan@gmail.com
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We are now part of a “Cluster” Group with Long Eaton and Ilkeston U3As.  This means, as a member    

of Beeston U3A, you can also attend up to three Groups at either of our Cluster partners without 

needing to join that U3A, subject to there being space in that Group.  You will, however, still have 

to pay any individual class expenses such as room hire contributions.  You are not entitled to 

attend their monthly meetings though.  

  

All the information shown on the Rolling Screen at the monthly meeting can be found on our website 

at         www.beestonu3a.org.uk 

   

At the April Meeting, there will be a table in the foyer staffed by Michael Towlson. 

Michael will have information and leaflets about CAP, which is Christians Against 

Poverty. 

We are advised by the U3A National Office that U3A members can obtain free 24 

hour legal advice by telephoning First Assist 01455 251 500 and quote Third Age 

Trust Number 70494 

Following the popularity of the Meeting Programme Cards produced by Steve Austin, we will now be 

combining the 2015-16 programme with your 2015-16 membership card which will be issued on 

membership renewal, which has now commenced. 

  Last but not least, if you change your address, phone number, or email address, do please let 

us know by emailing Marie Potts on pottsofnotts@gmail.com 

 

Quiz Cubicle Answers 

1 Snowy 11 Tricki Woo 

2 Laika 12 Spit the dog 

3 Bullseye 13 Sweep 

4 Fang 14 Buster 

5 Cerberus 15 Montmorency 

6 Nipper 16 Dougal 

7 Toto 17 Pongo and Perdita 

8 Buddy 18 Rolf 

9 Timmy 19 Old Shep 

10 Petra 20 Snoopy 

 

And Finally! 
THE BAGPIPER 
Time is like a river. You cannot touch the water twice, because the flow that has passed will never 

pass again. Enjoy every moment of life. As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a 

funeral director to play at a graveside service for a homeless man. He had no family or friends, so the service was to 

be at a pauper's cemetery in the Nova Scotia back country.  As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I got lost 

and, being a typical man, I didn't stop for directions.  I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had 

evidently gone and the hearse was nowhere in sight. There were only the diggers and crew left and they were 

eating lunch. I felt badly and apologized to the men for being late.  I went to the side of the grave and looked 

down and the vault lid was already in place. I didn't know what else to do, so I started to play.   

The workers put down their lunches and began to gather around. I played out my heart and soul for this man with no 

family and friends. I played like I've never played before for this homeless man.  And as I played "Amazing Grace", 

the workers began to weep. They wept, I wept, we all wept together. When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes 

and started for my car. Though my head was hung low, my heart was full.  As I opened the door to my car, I heard 

one of the workers say, "I never seen anything like that before, and I've been putting in septic tanks for twenty years." 

Apparently, I'm still lost....it's a man thing. 
 

.' 

http://www.beestonu3a.org.uk/
mailto:pottsofnotts@gmail.com

