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BEESTON 

   
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE    

Registered Charity No. 1152882 

NEWSLETTER – JUNE 2016 
Please note new email address for Marie Potts and Steve Austin 

 
Editor – Marie Potts    editor@beestonu3a.org.uk   

Steve Austin at webmaster@beestonu3a.org.uk  
Website address remains the same. www.beestonu3a.org.uk 

 

Please also note the change of name for Chilwell Road Methodist Church which will now be 

known as Beeston Methodist Church, Chilwell Road. 

For the purposes of our Newsletter, advertising etc, we will be using BMC instead of BMC 

  

   OPEN MEETINGS 

July 2016 Tony Waltham 
North Korea – South Korea 

Divided Land 

August 2016 Dr John Dornan What Happens When the Doctor Goes to War 

September 2016 Trevor Williams Malawi – The Warm Heart of Africa 

 

Open Meeting – Fire Procedure. 
  
After consultation with a representative from the Beeston Methodist Church, and discussion at 
our Committee Meeting, it was felt we should have a formal Fire Procedure for the Monthly 
Meeting. It is very simple:  
In the event of a fire leave via the nearest fire exit. If you are main church, you should exit from both 

upstairs and downstairs via the doors at the back (Chilwell Road end) of the church. Committee 

Members present in the main church will act as stewards and guide you towards these exits. 

 

Trips and Outings 

Malvern Autumn Flower Show – Sunday September 25th 
Travel to Malvern, Worcestershire to visit the Autumn Flower Show.  This event is set within the 

shelter of the Malvern Hills.  Cost £39 per person which includes return coach fare and 

entrance cost. 

Christmas Outing – Plans are in progress for an outing to Haddon Hall in December 2016.  

Details will be available soon. 

lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:editor@beestonu3a.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@beestonu3a.org.uk
http://www.beestonu3a.org.uk/
mailto:lucybrdsly@yahoo.co.uk
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Monthly Meetings  
Our March meeting was totally given over to the Groups Fair and we filled the entire building!  All the groups were 

represented by their Group Leaders who all put in a lot of time and effort and thought very creatively about how 

they could promote their groups. In the Church, we had entertainment in the form of demonstrations by members of 

the Ukulele Group and the International Dance Group, and readings from the Writing for Pleasure Group.  

The meeting was very well attended, both by existing members and newcomers who wanted to find out more about 

the organisation. As a consequence, we got over 30 new members and many existing members signed up for new 

groups. There was a real buzz in the air on the day and it was very rewarding for the Committee to see the event 

being such a great success.  We have to give a big vote of thanks to all the Group Leaders for their commitment 

and contribution.  

 At the April “Open Meeting” Dorothy O’Brien (pictured left) gave us an illuminating, illustrated talk entitled “Nepal, 

then and now”.  When Dorothy retired she determined to fulfil her dream of 

trekking around the Kanchenchunga Circuit in Nepal. Quite by chance she 

befriended the young guide and, having become “part of his family”, 

involved herself in setting up a school in his small village, Mirge, in the 

Dolakha province of North-east Nepal. Mirge is a 7-hour drive from 

Katmandu, then 2 hours from the main road up a hazardous mountain track 

in a “bus” – a vehicle where some of the passengers travel on the roof. And, 

yes, they do sometimes fall off! 

Dorothy told us that the children are very keen – they learn in English and are 

very assiduous. Many of them, smartly dressed in school uniform, walk 2 hours 

through the jungle (no wild animals fortunately!) No wonder some of the little 

souls fall asleep on their desks. And then, at the end of the day, there is a 2-

hour trek back home. 

But on 25th April 2015 disaster struck – an earthquake of 7.8 magnitude wrecked the village which was close to the 

epicentre. Fortunately, it was a midday on a Saturday and most of the people were tending their fields, so fatalities 

were minimal though houses and the school buildings were destroyed. People were forced to live in cowsheds in the 

most modest (to be polite) conditions. The villagers have emerged, dusted themselves down, and are now 

rebuilding the school with financial support from people like Dorothy.  

Our Chair, Sue, had suggested that members might like to support the cause as they left the meeting. They did – 

raising £458, for which Dorothy is extremely grateful. 

Our thanks go to Dorothy for her excellent, inspirational talk. We wish her well in the future.    

My thanks to Jill Boothroyd for this article - Ed  

 

The May Meeting was of course, our Annual General Meeting, which was well attended and went very smoothly.  

After the business of the day, Mike Johnson showed a slide show of pictures commemorating Queen Elizabeth II as 

she celebrates her 90th birthday.  The official minutes of the meeting are printed in full on pages 14 and 15 of this 

issue. 

  

New Groups News from Chris chater – Groups Coordinator johnchater1@sky.com 
At an initial meeting to discuss the formation of a second Latin Group for Beginners, no one within the group 
felt they knew enough of Latin to move the group forward, and no one was willing to be part of a team to take on 
this group.  The people who were interested didn’t feel able to take part without “a teacher”.  As the U3A ethos 
is about learning with and from its members, sadly it looks like this second Latin Group won’t happen. However, 
if anyone within the membership is interested in taking on this role, then please contact Chris Chater. 

Table Tennis :   See Table Tennis article for details of a second group  

New Group Start up Meetings 

Meetings will take place in the Wesley Room on Wednesday 29th June at Beeston 
Methodist Church Chilwell Road NG9 1EH. 

Conversational German for Beginners Group - 9.30am to 10.30am 
Conversational French for Beginners Group – 10.30am to 11.30am 
Ambling Group – 11.30m – 12.30am 

IT Learning 
As previously advised, and as part of Beeston U3A’s Development Plan, we have been looking into making links with local 
Further Educational establishments.  We have had talks with Nottingham University and Central College in Beeston. 
Our progress so far is that Central College are keen to link our members with some of their IT students to establish a kind of 
Silver Surfers arrangement, where members can get one to one help with PC. Tablets and mobile phones.  It is envisaged that 
the sessions will take place weekly during term time. Initially, only 4 people registered interest in this initiative, making it unlikely 
to be a viable option.  However, after further advertising, several more members have “signed up”.  It is hoped that the sessions 
will start up in September.  It’s not too late!   
If you are interested in taking part in this arrangements, please respond by contacting Steve Austin 
on beestonu3a@hotmail.co.uk and include brief details of your needs, ie PC, Tablet or phone, and what you need help 
with. 

mailto:johnchater1@sky.com
mailto:beestonu3a@hotmail.co.uk
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Art History                                                                                         

 

If you enjoyed puzzling over the Art History Picture Quiz at the Group Fair meeting in March, 

here are the answers.  Helen 

 

 

 

 
1. Caravaggio 

 

 
 

2. Bosch 

 

 
 

3.Cezanne 

 

 
4. Durer 

 

 
5. Charles Rennie 

Mackintosh 

 

 
6.  El Greco 

 

 
7.  Freud 

 

 
8. Giotto 

 

 
9.  Michaelangelo 

 

 
10. Hopper 

 

 
11. L. S  Lowry 
 

 

 
12. Leonardo Da 

Vinci 
 

 

 
13.  Manet 

 

 
14.  Miro 

 

 
  15. William Holman 

Hunt 
 

 

 
16.  Velazquez 
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  Visit to Elgar's Birthplace Museum 
and Spetchley Park Gardens 

 
On Thursday 14 April 2016, 41 Members of Beeston U3A went on 

a visit to Elgar's Birthplace.  The weather was fine and we had a 

good journey.  We were welcomed with morning refreshments 

and a video showing Elgar's life, his achievements and some of 

the places he visited.  Following this we went, in two groups, to 

visit the Birthplace Museum and Gardens as well as looking 

round the Elgar Exhibition in the Centre.  The cottage gardens 

were delightful with the spring flowers just coming through, birds 

singing and sun shining.  A group of thatchers were working on the original summerhouse - this was due to be 

completed the following week.  The original well head is due to be restored and put back on the original site. Many 

of our Members said that the visit was magical! 

 

Leaving the Elgar site, we travelled a few miles further on to Spetchley Park Gardens where we were served our 

lunch.  This consisted of a finger buffet, cakes and tea/coffee.  Cakes were so good many folks brought selections 

home.  Once again we were put into two groups and given guided tours around the gardens.  Spetchley is one of 

the homes of the Berkeley family. A grant from the Lottery has enabled them to improve the large lake which, should 

later on, be covered with water lilies and marginal plants.  They have a spectacular show of daffodils with many of 

the old species.  Leaving Spetchley at 4 30pm, we arrived back in Beeston at around 6 30/7 pm. 

Our thanks to Steve, our driver, who had some small entrances and exits to cope with, and to Mike Johnson for the 

photograph of Elgar's Birthplace Museum showing some of our Members outside. 

 

 

Art Gallery Visits                                                                         
  

In March we visited the Djanogly Gallery for a guided tour by Ruth Lewis-Jones of Vision and Memory, an exhibition 

of works by David Jones.  David Jones, the son of a Welsh printer worked in different media: water colour, oils, 

drawing, engraving and wood carving. Imagery and symbolism underpinned much of his work.  He was also a poet, 
mostly known for his narrative poem about his experiences in the war, In Parenthesis. 

There was evidence of his early talent in his childhood drawings of animals which were quite amazing in their detail. 

His crowded water colours were full of twisting flowers and foliage which sometimes made it difficult to separate one 

object from another. His experiences of war could be seen in seemingly everyday landscapes. The massed ranks of 
back gardens behind his parents’ house in Suburban Order (1926) suggest the trenches of the First World War. 

There was a varied response from our group to the works, but most of us agreed 

that the wood and copper engravings and works of inscription were the most 

engaging.  

Lincoln welcomed AGV members with a beautiful Spring day in April as we 

walked from the train station to the Collection gallery situated in the museum 

building. Our visit was to see the 1:1 scale model of the Russell Chantry with new 

murals by Lothar Gotz, plus other artwork by him, and also Duncan Grant the 

original artist for the murals in Lincoln Cathedral's Chantry.  Duncan Grant was 

commissioned to decorate the Chantry in the 1950s with murals based on St. 

Blaise, patron saint of wool workers. The work, unveiled in 1959, was only open to 

the public for a short period before, sadly, it was closed. However, many years 

later and after some restoration work it re-opened in 1990. 

The Collection invited Lothar Gotz to produce a new mural in the 1: 1 scale model 

of the Chantry rebuilt in the gallery.  Gotz spent hours in the Cathedral absorbing 

the colours and ambience of the building before starting work on the new murals. 

His dynamic use of colour and shape was breath-taking, using over 18 paints (all 

available from DIY outlets!) applied with meticulous care and attention.  

Five layers of paint gave depth and impact to the design – the whole mural being 'masked off' every time a new 

coloured section was added. (His later works also include commissions for interior design in many European buildings 

where his individual use of colour turns the buildings themselves into artwork!)   

The talk by Ashley Gallant, the director of the Collection was fascinating. 

Ashley explained Lothar's love and use of abstract form and colour which was evident in his other works on display. 

He also enlightened us on the featured works of Duncan Grant which showed studies of friends and family he had 

used in the design of the original murals. The day also included a self-guided tour of the Usher Gallery (just across the 

road from the museum) and a delightful lunch in the museum's cafe. A great day out!! 

It was smiles all round on our May visit to the Nottingham Contemporary to the Simon Starling Exhibition, the second 

part of The Grand Tour. Our guide Ariana took us through exhibits which stimulated most of our senses.  
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This was the Grand Tour through Simon Starlings contemporary vision but our guide helped us make sense of it.  
Joseph Wright of Derby’s The Alchemist Discovering Phosphorus (1771-95) set the theme of industry which ran 

through the exhibition.  In the same room was a new work specially produced for the exhibition, Project for a 

Crossing, a magnesium boat Starling intends to sail to cross the Dead Sea. 

Red, Green, Blue, Loom Music (2015-16) referred to manufacturing processes 

that anticipated digital systems and began from a visit to an Italian fabric 

weaving factory where many of the looms are still automated using the late 

18th century technology of Jacquard punch cards. We all particularly 

enjoyed the transformation of this to a musical score played on a pianola. 

  

  Starling’s concerns with the physical properties of photography were 

realised in two works: The Nanjing Particles (2008) in which two silver particles 

from a photograph were enlarged into two steel sculptures, and La Source 

(2009) in which the half tone printing dots of an image are realised as a floor 

of glass balls which form the image when viewed from the raised platform.  

We left the exhibition amazed at Starling’s creativity and grateful that Ariana’s guidance had allowed us not only to 

access, but to enjoy the art. 

  Barbara Johnson and Nadya Lancaster   

 

Craft Group                                                                                      
 

 

   

We continue to meet on the fourth Thursday of the month in the 

Wesley room from 1.30-4.00pm.  

This year we are being a bit more adventurous – trying crafts we 

have never done before – felt appliqué, fabric painting and 

Japanese patchwork. 

 

June 23rd Fabric Painting            July 28th Patchwork 

 

August 25th Cross Stitch               September 22nd Beadwork 

 

 

  For further details, contact Carole Brown at 

c.brown929@btinternet.com  

Carole 

 

Exploring Spirituality_____________________           ____    __     
 

What a great group this is!  We have continued to meet monthly.  This is an opportunity to discuss some of the more 

difficult, but deeper questions of life.  Thus this month we are looking at what do we mean by giving, in all sorts of 

ways.  We have some more formal input, various quotes from various sources.  But the discussion is really based on 

the life experiences of everybody in the group.  It is very much about sharing our personal experiences in a safe 

environment, where each person is respected. 

We also have a practical spiritual aspect as well, with a time for meditation.  This is an opportunity to be still and to 

reach down into the centre of our beings.  It is an attempt to get beneath all that chatter of noise that usually goes 

on within all our minds.  So if you value a sense of peace, do come along, you will be most welcome. 
Richard   riedd@btinternet.com  

 

Family History Group                                                               
 

In February Ron gave us a presentation on “Lost and Found in Wales”, in which he traced some ancestors named 

Evans, with some information dating back to the 18th century. Ron’s extensive research covered not only using 

websites but also visits to the relevant places to track down people. Other surnames included Jones and Davies: 

ensuring the right person had been found often proved challenging. The group also had a discussion about how we 

record the information we find. Some members use specialist software, but others use Excel, which can be 

straightforward and flexible.  

mailto:c.brown929@btinternet.com
mailto:riedd@btinternet.com
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In March we began with Janet, who introduced her father’s diary from 1945, when he sailed from Glasgow, via 

Cape Town to Cairo. Janet selected parts of the diary, which she had transcribed and were read out by group 

members, with links from Janet to illustrate how her father was able to document his experiences of war. Janet also 

produced accompanying photographs. This was followed by a presentation from Pamela, assisted by her brother 

Michael, on their father’s diary in the war. He was away from home for 15 months, and travelled via Aden to India, 

Burma and Singapore. Photographs and newspaper cuttings added to our understanding. There was also a display 

of several articles of interest; a Japanese officer’s sword was especially interesting. 

In April we first heard from Peter, who has had a book published about the two sides of his family, the Humes and 

Sprys, with various parts of the family moving between India and England. The central character was Matilda 

Caroline Court née Spry, born in India but died in Ealing, England. The final intriguing part of the story was the time 

line surrounding Matilda’s death. Her death, her widower’s remarriage and the birth of his child with his second wife 

all occurred in 1897. The dates implied a conception before his first wife died what might be construed as a 

convenient death. 

We then listened to a recording of a talk by a professional genealogist on how to solve the problems caused by 

brick walls that emerge when researching your family history. There were some very useful tips, and these have been 

circulated to group members. 

Chris 

   

Money isn’t everything, but it keeps the kids in touch 

 

Indoor Games 

Bridge                                       
We play friendly Rubber Bridge - ACOL system. We 

welcome all levels of bridge players except complete 

beginners.  It is quite different to many bridge clubs in 

that we do talk to each other about the game, 

discussing different bidding techniques or how we could 

have bid!!  - always in the friendliest manner and with no 

blame attached. If you enjoy bridge and want to 

improve and to meet similar minded bridge players do 

please come and join us. Weekly attendance is not 

essential, just join us on the days you are free.  We look 

forward to welcoming new members and if you would 

like further information, please contact me either by 

phone or email.  0115 9283707   

 hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk                        Pauline 

Canasta_____                    _  
Briefly Canasta is played with 2 packs of identical cards 

and is an extension of rummy, where the aim is to make 

canastas or 7 cards of the same rank, sometimes with 

wild cards used to make up the set. The emphasis is to 

score points with canastas with comparatively little 

emphasis on going out.  It is essentially designed for 4 

hand partnership play making it popular with bridge 

players, but there are also 2, 3 & 5 hand versions. 

We meet on a Thursday morning on a fortnightly basis 

between 9.30 and 12.00 at the BMC. Whether a 

beginner or improver, if you are interested in joining, 

please contact me by phone or email. 

paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk                                    Paul 

Rummikub____   ___   __  
 

We continue to meet on the second Monday of the 

month at 1.45pm.  Several members arrive at 1.30 to 

help set up the tables.  We are a friendly and well 

attended Group.  The game is fun and very easy to 

learn.  New members are always welcome. 

0115 9257836 or pautill77@gmail.com                  Pauline 

 

Scrabble                              
 
The Scrabble Group meets fortnightly on 1st and 3 rd 

Tuesday at 2 pm in the Epworth room at the Chilwell 

Road Methodist Church.  We are a friendly Group and 

would love to have more players. Depending on 

numbers, we divide into groups of 2, 3, or 4 players.  

Learners are helped, and play against less 

accomplished players.  We usually manage 2 or 3 

games with an interval for refreshments. 

If you are interested contact me by phone or email  

0115 8541359 or marydot2@virginmedia.com  Mary 

Mah-jong                                                                          
Mah-jong is a very entertaining Chinese game played by 4 players.  Beginners are welcome. The game has 

similarities to Gin Rummy but played with tiles.  Learners can sit and watch initially, but nothing beats “having a go”. 

We have a mixture of abilities in the Group including a good number who had never played before the Group was 

set up. 

0115 7524413 gillian.hallam@outlook.com Jill         

 

mailto:hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:pautill77@gmail.com
mailto:marydot2@virginmedia.com
mailto:paul.hallam90@ntlworld.com
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Latin                                                                                        
Salvete!  Amici boni sumus et linguam latinum discere amamus. Semper ridemus  

(I think this should be our motto). 

Since we started in Jan. 2015 we have made good progress in our efforts to learn Latin. We find it fascinating 

(sometimes demanding) and very rewarding when we discover more complex derivations in English. 

At present we have 11 members, but only one gentleman, who attend regularly.  

Valete!  Jill   

 

Let’s “Right” Shakespeare                                               
Let’s Right Shakespeare began in October 2015 with a good mix of those who love the great man, and those who 

either don’t understand or find the bard’s work boring! 

As with all U3A Groups, the members lead the content so we have explored his life story, the chronological order, 

the most and least known, and the background, of his plays.  Also – did he in fact write them? 

For an exercise everyone drew a play to go away with, find a scene to translate/interpret/transcribe into modern 

day English just as if they were writing for todays’ audiences and explore why it was written. 

We even had a birthday (not death day) celebration. 

At time of writing we are reading one of the top four most popular – Macbeth, putting together 3 scenes to be 

recorded as a Radio Play! 

We are about 20 strong with a regular attendance of about 15.  New members are always welcome so if you would 

like a taster session just get in touch. 

Di Fischer-Harman 

  

Long Walks Group  8-10 miles                                                                                              
The Long Walkers meet in the early part of each month but avoiding the first week during which the U3A Open 

meeting is held. The actual day is chosen by the person leading the walk. We have found that meeting at Bramcote 

Hills Park and taking as few cars as possible works well. Many of us in the Long Walk group also walk with the Medium 

walkers who arrange their walks for the later part of each month! We are a very friendly group and always welcome 

new walkers. All you need is some good boots, waterproof gear and a sense of humour! 

In February, Dorothy led us on a 10 mile walk around Shipley Country Park. 

The weather lived up to the forecast with bright sun, little wind but cold. Starting at Straws Bridge, we walked along 

the filled-in track of the old Nutbrook canal, part of the Centenary Way. Coffee break was at the area where Shipley 

Hall used to be and lunch was on handy picnic tables near the car park at Mapperley reservoir. Then it was on to 

the visitors centre on the outskirts of Heanor. The return to Straws Bridge was around the abandoned American 

Adventure site and through more open countryside. It was surprising to be able to walk in good surroundings so 

close to built up areas.  

In March, Alan led us on a 7 ½ mile walk around Dovedale, Milldale and Ilam. 

The weather surpassed the forecast with the sun shining for the entire walk, which partly helped to offset the cool 

breeze we had most of the time. Being midweek, early in the year and a fairly low temperature, meant that 

Dovedale was free from the crowds that usually invade the beauty spot later on in the year. We stopped at Lovers’ 

Leap for coffee and Milldale (similarly crowd free) for lunch. The return leg of the walk south of Stanshope through 

rolling countryside with the fields in sunshine was England at its finest. The National Trust café at Ilam was a welcome 

stop for tea and stickies al fresco. 

In April, Suzan led us on an 8 ½ mile walk from Horsley Woodhouse. 

We started looking at the interesting water fountains in the village before crossing the fields towards Horsley 

(separate from Horsley Woodhouse). The recent rain had turned a lot of the walk into first class mud! We inspected 

the wood surrounded remains of Horsley castle dating from the 13th century. Bluebells and daffodils were out in 

several places with many more on the way. After skirting the edge of Smalley we turned back towards Horsley 

Woodhouse, arriving at the pub half an hour before opening time! Fortunately, the owner was pleased to open up 

early for us to sample vary tasty beers brewed on the premises. What looked like a fairly flat walk on the map was 

actually very varied and enjoyable, more than compensating for the muddy parts. 

In May, Sandra and David led us on a 9 mile walk from West Hallam. 

We set off westwards towards Kirk Hallam, where a short length of road took us back out into the countryside again 

across fields and beside several streams. We saw lots of bluebells in full bloom and were serenaded by skylarks. Our 

stop for lunch was at the Morley Retreat Tea Rooms in Morley village, where we were made very welcome and even 

allowed to eat our own food at the picnic tables! On rounding a corner of a small wood shortly after we started the 

return to West Hallam, we spotted a large herd of deer. A lot of time was spent watching them watching us! It was 

surprising that it was possible to walk nine miles in lovely countryside so close to built-up areas. 

Mike  Tel 9177150 mushnpuss@gmail.com 

mailto:mushnpuss@gmail.com
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BEESTON U3A GROUPS LIST 

GROUP LEADER & TEL NO. MEETINGS HELD VENUE EMAIL ADDRESS 

Art Gallery Visits  

Barbara and 

Nadya, Secretary 

Elizabeth   

Monthly  

3rd Thursday  

2.00 pm 

Various 

barbara.e.johnson@btinternet.com 

nadya.lancaster@btopenworld.com 

eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com  

Art History I & II 
Helen 922 7717 

Elizabeth (SEC) 
Monthly 4th Tuesday 

10.30 am and 1.30pm 

Guild Room 

BMC 

helen.stewart1@btinternet.com  

 

Badminton Ann and John 
Fortnightly 2nd 

Wednesday 10.30 am 

Pearson 

Centre 

Beeston 

 

johndubbury@btinternet.com 

 

Bird Watching 
Peter 

07813867135 
Monthly 2nd week,  

day variable 
Various psadler197@gmail.com 

Book Group 
Jane 

9226643 
This Group is full. 

There is a waiting list  

BMC Wesley 

Room 
ejslarch@outlook.com  

Bowls Peter 9288131 Variable 
Nottm Indoor 

Bowls Club 
peternoon@ic24.net 

Bridge 
Pauline  

9283707 
Weekly Monday  

2.00-4.00 pm 

BMC Epworth 

Room 
hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk  

Buddies Zena  
Monthly Last Friday  

10.30 am 

The White Lion, 

Beeston 
zenabe@msn.com 

 Canasta Paul 9431012 
Fortnightly 2nd &4th 

Thursday 9.30 am  

BMC Epworth 

Room 

 

paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Cinema/Film Alan 9221976 
Monthly  

1st Tuesday 10.30 am 

White Lion 

Beeston 
alanwindsor@ntlworld.com  

Craft Carole 
Monthly, 4th Thursday 

1.30-4.00 pm 

BMC Wesley 

Room 
c.brown929@btinternet.com 

Exploring Spirituality Richard 9252586 
Monthly   

3rd Tuesday  

10.00 am 

BMC Wesley 

Room 

 

riedd@btinternet.com 

 

Family 

History/Genealogy 
Chris 9221481 

Monthly 3rd 

Wednesday 9.30 am  

BMC Wesley 

Room 
chris.obrien.uk@gmail.com 

Garden/Visits  

 

Sandra  

9285031 

Monthly 2nd 

Wednesday 

 10.00 am 

BMC Guild 

Room 
sandy.banks@talktalk.net  

 

History 

 

Ron 9258093 

 
Monthly  

2nd Friday 10am 
 

BMC Guild 

Room 
ronhjones@outlook.com  

International Folk 

Dance 

 

Gill 

 9171831 

Fortnightly   

2nd and 4th Tuesdays  

10.00 am 

 

 

gill.morral@ntlworld.com  

 

 

Languages –French 

(Not for beginners) 

Jill 9256792 

Maria   9223524 

 

2nd & 4th Mondays 

9.30 am -11am 

BMC Epworth 

Room 
jillddavis3@gmail.com 

Languages – 

Spanish (Limited 

Spanish speakers 

welcome) 

Maria   9223524 

 

2nd & 4th Mondays 

11am-12.30 

BMC Epworth 

Room 
dleadbetter1944@o2.co.uk 

 

Latin  

 

Jill 9227646 
3rd Wednesday 

 9.45 am - 11.15 am 

BMC Epworth 

Room 
jill.boothroyd@live.co.uk 

Let’s “Right” 

Shakespeare 
Di 9252353 

4th Monday 1.30pm 

 

BMC  

Epworth Room 

 

difschr@yahoo.co.uk 

Local History Alan 9221976 
Monthly 3rd 

Wednesday, 1.30pm 
BMC alanwindsor@ntlworld.com  

Long Walks Mike  9177150 Various Various mushnpuss@gmail.com 

Lunch Club  

 

Shirley 9170715   

Glenis 8752336   
4th week of the 

month.  Day varies 
Various 

shirley.cooper@ntlworld.com 

 glenis.fisher@yahoo.com 

Two Lunch Pamela 9396828  

Peter Lyons  
3rd week of the 

month.  Day varies 
Various 

pamela.bayley247@gmail.com 

peterlyons7@ntlworld.com 

mailto:barbara.e.johnson@btinternet.com
mailto:nadya.lancaster@btopenworld.com
mailto:eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com
mailto:helen.stewart1@btinternet.com
mailto:ejslarch@outlook.com
mailto:hpbright23@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:paul.pinnock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:alanwindsor@ntlworld.com
mailto:riedd@btinternet.com
mailto:sandy.banks@talktalk.net
mailto:gill.morral@ntlworld.com
mailto:jillddavis3@gmail.com
mailto:dleadbetter1944@o2.co.uk
mailto:alanwindsor@ntlworld.com
mailto:mushnpuss@gmail.com
mailto:shirley.cooper@ntlworld.com
mailto:glenis.fisher@yahoo.com
mailto:pamela.bayley247@gmail.com
mailto:peterlyons7@ntlworld.com
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Mah-jong 
Jill   

0115 7524413 
Fortnightly 1st and 3rd 

Wednesday 2.00pm 

BMC Wesley 

Room 
gillian.hallam1@outlook.com  

Medium Walks Alan 9164574 Various Various alanbailey@virginmedia.com 

Murder Book Group Helen 922 7717   Wednesday 1.30pm White Lion  

 

helen.stewart1@btinternet.com 

 

Music  
Sue and Graham 

9256729 
Monthly 3rd Thursday 

10.00 am 

BMC Epworth 

Room 
lodges3@hotmail.co.uk  

Play Reading 
Christine 9287576 

Susan  

Monthly  

3rd Friday  

2.00 pm 

BMC Epworth 

Room 
christinedornan@gmail.com 

Philosophy & 

Religion 

 

Nicholas 9285473 

Geoff 

 

Monthly  

1st Monday  

10.30 am 

BMC Epworth 

Room 

 

geoffbagley@me.com  

 

Photography Heather 
Monthly 4th 

Wednesday  

10.00 am 

Contact 

Heather for 

venue details 

imagesbyelise@gmail.com  

Poetry Appreciation Joan 9226975 
Monthly  

3rd Tuesday 

1.30 pm 

BMC Wesley 

Room 
joan.whiting@ntlworld.com  

Practical Gardening 

 

Margaret 

9287643 

 

Monthly 3rd Monday  

10.00 am 

BMC Wesley 

Room 

 

mrichardson14@hotmail.com  

 

Readers 

Rendezvous 
Alison 

Monthly 3rd Thursday 

2-3pm 

White Lion 

Beeston 
alison@solidus.co.uk 

Rummikub Pauline 9257836 
Monthly 2nd Monday  

2.00 pm 

BMC Wesley 

Room 
Pautill3@gmail.com  

Science  Jim 9170353 
Monthly  

1st Wednesday 10.00  

am 

BMC Epworth 

Room 
jm.jj.turner@ntlworld.com 

Scrabble Mary 9258033 
Fortnightly   

1st & 3rd Tuesday  

2.00 pm 

BMC Epworth 

Room 
marydot2@virginmedia.com  

Short Walks Ann 9288413 Various Various 

 

walks@theharts.free-online.co.uk  

 

Singing for Fun Margaret 4th Thursday 10.am 
BMC Guild 

Room 
DaCapo19@googlemail.com 

Table Tennis Janet 9256048 Monday Term Time Only 

At Pearson Centre. 

Contact leader for dates 

janet@jandee.co.uk 

Table Tennis Two Kathryn  kcadeane@hotmail.co.uk 

Theatre Outings Eve 9281983 
Monthly  

1st Tuesday 

2.00 pm 

BMC Wesley 

Room 
evegurd@yahoo.com  

Ukulele  Kath 9431331 
Fortnightly -contact Kath for details of 

venue and times of meetings 
kath.childs1@gmail.com 

What the Papers 

Say 
Karen 9253332 

Monthly 3rd Friday 

2.00pm 

Beeston 

Library 
stainer_696@msn.com 

Wine Appreciation Piers 9284988 
 This Group is at full 

capacity at present 

White Lion 

Beeston 
pierskrause@yahoo.co.uk 

Wine Appreciation 

Two 
Adrian 

 This Group is at full 

capacity at present 

White Lion 

Beeston 
arshipway@yahoo.co.uk   

Writing for Pleasure Helen 9227717 
Monthly  

1st Wednesday 10.00 

am 

Wesley Room 

BMC 

helen.stewart1@btinternet.com  

 

Yoga Ken 9392232 
This Group is at full 

capacity at present 
BMC Hall kenmorrell@virginmedia.com  

Members are encouraged to contact leaders for up-to-date information.   Please be aware that 

members participate in all Group activities entirely at their own risk.                                         
Group Coordinator: Chris Chater email johnchater1@sky.com 

BMC is Beeston Methodist Church Chilwell Road Beeston 
 

mailto:gillian.hallam1@outlook.com
mailto:helen.stewart1@btinternet.com
mailto:lodges3@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:christinedornan@gmail.com
mailto:geoffbagley@me.com
mailto:imagesbyelise@gmail.com
mailto:joan.whiting@ntlworld.com
mailto:mrichardson14@hotmail.com
mailto:jm.jj.turner@ntlworld.com
mailto:marydot2@virginmedia.com
mailto:walks@theharts.free-online.co.uk
mailto:DaCapo19@googlemail.com
mailto:janet@jandee.co.uk
mailto:evegurd@yahoo.com
mailto:stainer_696@msn.com
mailto:pierskrause@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:arshipway@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:helen.stewart1@btinternet.com
mailto:kenmorrell@virginmedia.com
mailto:johnchater1@sky.com
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What if the Hokey Cokey is really what it’s all about? 

 

Lunch Clubs                                                                             _ 
 

Lunch Club 1 has welcomed some new members recently and we now have 46 on the list with an average of 21 

members attending each month.  We have enjoyed a variety of venues over the past months including a Fine 

Dining Experience at Fellows Morton and Clayton. This was a joint venture with Lunch 2 and was most successful. 

Our meal at the end of May is a new venture being an early evening meal at Latinos in Beeston instead of lunch 

time and then in July we are trying something new and having afternoon tea at Fintons Bakehouse  and Coffee 

Shop in Breaston. 

We do rely on members volunteering to organise a meal each month and Glenis and I would like to thank all those 

who have volunteered and organised some excellent lunches over the past year BUT we are now looking for 

volunteers from October onwards. If you are new and have never organised a lunch both Glenis and I are willing to 

give you whatever help and advice you might need. 

Shirley  shirley.cooper@ntlworld.com 

 
 

Some days, I amaze myself.    Some days, I put my keys in the fridge!! 

 

Photography_                                                                                
 

The Photography Group meets on the fourth Wednesday of every month for an outdoor shoot or, on alternate 

months, at BMC for a review of the previous month’s session. 

February’s meeting brought the Photography Group’s first shoot of the New Year at Nottingham Council 

House, with a tour of the building arranged by Norma and Joan. This was ably carried out by our guide, 

Charmaine, who relayed many fascinating facts about the 

history of the building to the group.  

The entrance hall and ceremonial staircase were a good place 

to start. At the top of the first flight was the beautiful statue, 

‘Welcome’, backed by a large, colourful mural. Above was the 

impressive glazed dome, which soon had cameras clicking. 

Moving through the rooms, there were many more chances to 

find that perfect shot. Items in display cabinets, stained glass 

window panels and a wide variety of architectural features 

provided 

ample 

opportunities 

for some creative photography. Later, members of the group 

posed for a photo with the out-going Lord Mayor, Councillor 

Jackie Morris. 

The March meeting was a review of members work from the 

Council House outing, with Mike at the helm. A wide range of 

subjects was presented, with views from every angle. The 

‘Welcome’ statue and bust of Gandhi proved popular, as did the 

glass dome. Although most shots were spot on, some were used to 

point out where improvements might be made. The merits or other 

wise of cropping, lightening and removing ‘clutter’ were 

discussed, with the aim of making the most of our photographic 

efforts. 

Spring was welcomed with the April outing to Felley bluebell woods. This proved a popular venue, with a good 

attendance by members. The images taken, showing the blue-swathed woods in all their glory, were displayed at 

the May meeting. This session was also used to discuss suggestions for new directions that the group might 

implement.  Article by Chris Hibbert 

Heather imagesbyelise@gmail.com 
 

   

 

 

mailto:shirley.cooper@ntlworld.com
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Quiz Cubicle                                
Cryptic clues to Animals (1-10) or Flowers (11-20) 

1 Hello Mrs Sharples 11 Sugary Prince 

2 Holy Man’s Cereal 12 Scorching card game 

3 Bed, somewhere to ???? 13 Let slip on icy flakes 

4 One of seven, sinners 14 Not found on floor or ceiling 

5 Joins together 15 Self-centred Greek youth 

6 More ‘eated 16 Soaring songster gets encouragement  

7 Beware! He will copy 17 Fop accompanying animal 

8 Rupert’s lost his underwear 18 Tumble in the milking parlour 

9 Sits by the keyboard 19 State of elation gets second letter 

10 Pedestrian’s priority 20 Angry goat’s prize 

 

Poetry Appreciation___________________________ ______    __ __ _     
 
   The Poetry Appreciation group departed from the normal 

meeting this month as we went on an outing. 

Ten of us braved the rain and the wind to travel to the home of 

John Clare in Northamptonshire. We had a most delightful time 

and learnt a great deal about his life and poetry. The lunch 

was good too! 

The weather cleared up and we were able to take advantage 

of the pretty cottage garden and also to look around the 

village.  We may do another visit in the future as this was so 

successful. 
Joan  joan.whiting@ntlworld.com 

 

 

If you had to choose between eating chocolate every day, and being skinny for the rest 

of your life, would you choose milk or plain chocolate? 

 

 

Practical Gardening                                                                         
 

This friendly group is still running very successfully and we have welcomed several new members recently. We still 

have room for more of you to join us if gardening interests you, or you want to start to improve your own garden. 

Meetings have recently included such topics as recommending shrubs to grow in our gardens, when to plant or 

move perennials, taking softwood cuttings, greenhouse care and plant diseases. We always break into groups for 

part of the morning to focus on a particular topic and to share our ideas and suggestions.  We meet on the 

third Monday of each month at 10 a.m. in the Wesley room. 

 

If you are interested, you can contact me on 9287643 or mrichardson14@hotmail.com 

Margaret  

  

 

              I enjoy long romantic walks – down the wine aisle. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mrichardson14@hotmail.com
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Short Walks                                                                         

 

  In our last newsletter item, I mentioned that I am keen that a spirit 

of adventure and exploration should be at our core, whatever the 

length or location of our walks. 

Our May walk in Bradgate Park was on the more demanding side 

and, having ascended some height from the car park, we sat 

around and enjoyed the view. It seemed a good time to consult 

and gather ideas and there was the suggestion that we should 

have more walks further afield, perhaps alternating with local 

public transport friendly walks. 

This raised the issue of extra time needed to recce such walks and 

others offering to lead their suggested walks. I have also had 

enquiries from new U3A members who had hoped that walks 

would be more local and more frequent. Might we expand our 

leadership team to keep our ideas fresh and meet these 

expectations? 

While we were having our discussion a passing walker offered to 

take a group photo so that we could all be on it. It turned out she was a Leicestershire U3A member out on her own 

building up fitness so she could resume walking with her group. She left us with a good memento of a lovely walk.  

Ann 

 

Singing for Fun                                                                  

  
Our first meeting was on 26th May and the 

group will meet monthly. Since our set up 

meeting in April, we’ve attracted 50 

members keen to sing and have decided to 

close the group at this number. We have a 

waiting list so if you’d like to join us in the 

future do contact Elizabeth Le Marchant 

Brock (eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com) 

We’re singing such goodies as: Oh What a 

Beautiful Morning, The Wonder of You, On 

Ilkley Moor Baht ‘At, When the Saints go 

Marching in, Amazing Grace, Hernando’s 

Hideaway, and There is a U3A in Town 

(written by me to an old familiar tune). We 

were snapped getting into the mood to 

sing. 

Margaret  
 

Table Tennis and Table Tennis Two                                       
 
We are now playing every Monday morning, from 10am to 11am except during school holidays, and of course Bank 

Holidays. We all enjoy the sessions, which are played in a very friendly way. The group has proved so popular that 

we have started a second group.   

 

This group will be immediately after the first group, and will commence at 11.10 each Monday morning, with the 

same provisos.  The second Group will be called Table Tennis Two. Both groups play for one hour and there is no 

difference in the level of play or ability of players.   There are a few places available in this group so if you are 

interested, don’t delay, contact Kathryn Deane on kcadeane@hotmail.co.uk   

     Janet Janet 0115 9256048 janet@jandee.co.uk 

  

mailto:eliz3le2ma1b@btinternet.com
mailto:kcadeane@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:janet@jandee.co.uk
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Theatre Visits                                                                                     
 

The Theatre Group have had a very enjoyable year.  We have continued to see a variety of productions, both 

professional and amateur and enjoyed some more than others.  Undoubtedly the best production was in March 

2015 when we saw “The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time”.  

In April we attended “King John” at the Lace Market theatre.  Unfortunately, the leading actor was taken ill but the 

part was read by another actor, who did very well.  In May and June, we watched more excellent amateur 

productions, with Carlton Operatic’s performance of “Legally Blonde” and The People’s Theatre’s ambitious 

productions of The Mikado and Madame Butterfly in the same week, quite an undertaking which was much 

admired.  July, back to the Lace Market theatre for an excellent production of “When we are Married” and 

September it was the Theatre Royal for “Talking Heads” and “Handbagged” and lastly, in November, we enjoyed 

Opera North’s production of “Kiss me Kate” 

The New Year brought us to “Priscilla, Queen of the Desert” but whilst the costumes, make up and dancing were 

good, it was generally felt to be a disappointing production. 

The Lace Market’s “A Woman of No Importance” and Derby’s “Look Back in Anger” were our February choices, the 

latter seeming less shocking today than when it was first shown.  In April at Nottingham Playhouse, it was the play 

“Noises Off”, which, it has to be said, took a bit of time to get going! 

The Shakespeare event of the season was a very imaginative production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”, by the 

RSC at the Theatre Royal, but with local actors playing the mechanicals. 

I hope that my members have seen productions that they may not have seen by themselves, and that we continue 

to enjoy our Theatre visits. 

Eve 
 

Ukulele                                                                                                                                                               
 
  The Ukulele Group played three songs at the March Groups Fair 

and encouraged anyone interested to come along and give the 

ukulele a try. Our performance was enhanced by Jenny's 

daughter, Becky, whose beautiful voice gave us the confidence 

to sing along as we played.  

We were pleased to welcome several new members at following 

sessions, which means there are now nineteen of us – the more 

the merrier! New members are invited to arrive early so they can 

have a little one to one support and be shown a few simple 

cords; this means they can join in from the start. There's a wide 

range of ability within the group; some have a musical background, for others the ukulele may be the first instrument 

they've played.  

To improve our skills, repertoire and to introduce some challenge, we attempt finger picking, a range of strumming 

patterns, and the occasional 'Up down up slap, up down up slap'...!  As our range of songs has grown, we've begun 

to create a songbook of masters, together with an electronic library of songs. 

If you'd like to give the ukulele a go, do come along to a meeting. We struggle, we laugh and we leave feeling 

uplifted.  The group meets fortnightly on Thursdays, at 2 pm at Beeston Methodist Church. 

For further details, please contact:     kath.childs1@gmail.com  

 

'I love the ukulele. It's got a beautiful, melodic tone to it. There's something innocent and romantic, and it's just a 

grand instrument to play.' Pierce Brosnan 

 

QUIZ CUBICLE ANSWERS 

1 Hyena 11 Sweet William 

2 Stoat 12 Red Hot Poker 

3 Lion 13 Snowdrop 

4 Sloth 14 Wallflower 

5 Lynx 15 Narcissus 

6 Otter 16 Larkspur 

7 Cat 17 Dandelion 

8 Bear 18 Cowslip 

9 Mouse 19 Euphorbia 

10 Zebra 20 Buttercup 

mailto:kath.childs1@gmail.com
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MINUTES OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BEESTON U3A HELD ON THURSDAY MAY 

5TH 2016 AT BEESTON METHODIST CHURCH 

1 Apologies: Christine Guest, Nadya Lancaster, Jane Swan, Ron Jones, Jose Gibson, Elizabeth 

Matthews. There were 137 members attending. 

2 The Chairman Sue Blackley welcomed members to the meeting and a presentation was 

made to Karen, office administrator of Beeston Methodist Church as a thank you for all the 

help and support she has given us during the past year. 

3 Minutes of the AGM 2015 - These were taken as read and Sue Morrison proposed and Anne 

Allery seconded the approval of the minutes, nem com. 

4 Chairman’s Report given by Sue Blackley.   -   Sue started by pointing out the milestone we 

have reached as this is our 5th year which we will be celebrating by having a special tea on 

20th May which will be attended by the original steering committee as our guests. In the past 

year we had achieved over 600 members and it would not be unreasonable to suppose we 

could have a membership of over 700 by the time of the next AGM. The past year has been 

very successful on many counts.  We have 46 interest groups with more in the pipeline and 

second groups being set up for table tennis, Latin, book group and wine tasting. We also 

have Singing for Fun which already have 47 people signed up. Sue reminded the members 

that none of this would be possible without the fantastic group leaders who work tirelessly 

and she noted that some group have moved towards shared leadership and a good 

example of this is the reformed History group. Several new groups had been established this 

year and these include, Murder Book Group, Lets Right Shakespeare and Come Painting 

although this group hasn’t lasted. 

During the past year the committee has been working from a Beeston U3A action plan which 

was put together last June. One of the main development points identified was to try to 

establish links with local educational establishments for mutual support. Several members 

requested a computer group and Steve Austin has established a link with Central College. 

Students are willing to provide one to one tuition on laptops, phones, iPads etc. We are also 

trying to establish links with the University of Nottingham but as this is a much bigger 

organization progress is slow. A big thank you to Steve Austin and Richard Eddleston who are 

working on this. 

In January we had a successful Group Leader’s meeting which was followed in March by a 

very successful Groups Fair. Group Leaders put in time and effort and thought very creatively 

about how they could promote their groups. Much of the original organisation was done by 

Marie Potts so a big thank you to her. As a consequence, we got over 30 new members and 

many existing members signed up for new groups. We intend to repeat every year. Several 

groups have made requests for financial support to buy equipment/subscriptions etc. We 

welcome these requests and the committee are keen to support them whenever possible. 

All groups are very active and a number of visits have been enjoyed such as Art History’s 

outing to The Jewellery Quarter and many Art Gallery visits which include The Nottingham 

Contemporary, Southwell, Djanogly Gallery and Lincoln. Some members of the Wine 

Appreciation Group joined up with members of the Nottingham Wine tasting group and 

visited the Burgundy region and in June several members will be going on a similar trip to 

Italy. Art History group leader Helen is organising a trip to Florence next year. The Theatre Visit 

group is very popular and the Garden Visits group enjoyed a three-day trip to Norfolk. 

Once again Lucy Beardsley has organised a number of excellent outings. These include 

Highclere, Bletchley Park, Birmingham Tattoo, Tour of the Globe Theatre, Elgar’s birthplace 

and Spetchley Gardens. Lucy also continues to find excellent monthly speakers such as 

Charles Hanson the auctioneer whose talk was particularly memorable and so was Dorothy 

O’Brien who touched our hearts when she spoke about her close connections with a remote 

village in Nepal which was destroyed in the earthquake. A collection taken at the end of the 

talk raised an amazing £458 for the village. Several other events have been well supported 

and enjoyed by members. In September we held a Macmillan coffee afternoon raising over 

£600 and a quiz evening in November. We celebrated Christmas with entertainment proved 

by the ukulele and play reading groups, a choir from Chilwell School and festive  
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refreshments.  We have a Fine Wine Tasting evening planned for October.  At Christmas we  

also held a thank you coffee morning at The White Lion for all our volunteers without whose 

help the Open Meetings would not run as smoothly as they do. 

Members of the committee have represented you at regional and national 

meetings/conferences. We try to keep up to date with changes to policy and to pass this 

information on to you. The National Conference is in Nottingham again this year and we 

hope some members and committee members will attend. Details are on the website. 

It is important that we make you, the members, feel valued and to seek your opinions 

enabling us to strive to make Beeston U3A even better. We have introduced a 

comments/suggestions box at open meetings. In January, we also sent out a questionnaire 

asking for your views and although the response wasn’t huge it was interesting. Comments 

we received in answer to the question “What do we do well?”  We have a good and 

dedicated Committee, we provide interesting monthly meetings with a variety of excellent 

speakers on a variety of topics in a good and easily accessible venue. We communicate 

with members via emails, newsletters and rolling notices. Most deservedly there was a lot of 

praise for Marie’s excellent newsletter. You are friendly and welcoming to both new and 

existing members and we provide good opportunities for single members to be included in 

all activities. We have a large number of diverse groups with knowledgeable Group Leaders 

and we continue to support the formation of new groups and the maintenance of existing 

groups. 

We asked for suggestions for new groups and some of those suggestion are already bearing 

fruit. Finally, the question of being on the committee was muted. There was not much 

response to this question. Sue pointed out that without a committee, there will be no U3A. At 

this point Sue gave special thanks to Malcolm Brookbanks for his excellent work as our 

treasurer.  He is very astute and helpful committee member and has tightened our financial 

procedures. 

Another development for our U3A was to enable some of you to engage in a Shared 

Learning Project. This event was held on April 28th and was well attended. Mandy Topp the 

regional representative for the shared learning projects and John Down from Grantham U3A 

were guests. Gill Morral and Caroline Penn also gave presentations and suggested ideas one 

of which was the history of The Grange which is the old police station which will definitely go 

ahead. 

Future developments are to continue to extend the number of interest groups and to 

continue to work to establish links with University of Nottingham. To support members in 

researching shared learning projects, to provide a range of additional evening social events 

including those suggested by members. Continue to keep up to date with the U3A and to 

develop understanding of the U3A Beacon system which will eventually allow electronic 

registration.  Sue thanked all the committee members for their dedication and hard work 

and lastly thanked the members for their interest, enthusiasm and support and hoped that 

they continued to enjoy Beeston U3A and that we continue to go from strength to strength. 

5 To Receive and Adopt the Statement of Accounts 2015-16  -  Treasurer Malcolm Brookbanks 

introduced the Statement of Accounts and explained them particularly the imbalance due 

to the financial loss on the Swimming Group. Despite the fact that we had reduced the 

membership fee this year because of the increase in membership we still had a lot of money 

so the new reduced membership fee of £15 will continue into 2016/17.  Mike Johnson 

proposed and Haydn Boothroyd seconded the adoption of the accounts. The proposal was 

carried nem com. 

6 To Appoint an Independent Examiner of Accounts for 2016/17.  -  Peter Frost had decided 

not to continue as the independent auditor however Eric Burdett has volunteered and this 

was proposed by Piers Krause and seconded by Eleanor Hickie. 

7 Change to the Constitution. -  Malcolm Brookbanks explained that it felt that 2 years wasn’t 

long enough for the chairman to be in place and that it should be extended to 4 years and 

once that was over the chair could be voted into a different position on the committee if 

they wished. This was proposed by Jane Wild and seconded by Bryan Sutcliffe. 
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8 Election of Vacant Committee posts for 2016-18  

Lucy Beardsley for position of Speaker Seeker and Outings Organiser, proposed by Helen 

Stewart and seconded by Jill Boothroyd. 

Margot Gale as vice-chair, proposed by Helen Hubert and seconded by Jan Riley. 

Steve Austin as Publicity Officer, proposed by Mike Johnson and seconded by Margaret 

Johnson. 

Elizabeth Le Marchant Brock as Minute Secretary, proposed by Eileen Parr and seconded by 

Tim Thomas. 

Janis Patterson as Events Organiser, proposed by Jose Gibson and seconded by Jean 

Evans.5 

Marie Potts as Communications Officer, Anne Allery and seconded by Mike Allery. 

These were proposed by Mike Johnson and seconded by Hazel Brooke 

9 Other Notified Business – none. 

10 The meeting was closed at 11.05am. 
 

  

 
We are now part of a “Cluster” Group with Long Eaton and Ilkeston U3As.  This means, as a member    

of Beeston U3A, you can also attend up to three Groups at either of our Cluster partners without 

needing to join that U3A, subject to there being space in that Group.  You will, however, still have 

to pay any individual class expenses such as room hire contributions.  You are not entitled to 

attend their monthly meetings though.  

We are advised by the U3A National Office that the 24-hour legal helpline we have been subscribing to, for the 

benefit of you and your members, will cease operation on 30th September. We are delighted to be able to tell you 

that a new provider has been found and the new arrangement will commence on 1st October. 

 The details are as follows: - 

 Arc Legal Assistance in partnership with Irwin Mitchell Solicitors 

Telephone number 0344 770 1040  Quote -  U3A Legal Helpline 

Did you know that you can sign up for to a Broxtowe Community Newsletter and receive regular 

information from the Neighbourhood Policing Team about issues which affect the local community, such 

as burglaries in the area, scams that are being operated locally. You can sign up to receive the 

newsletter by emailing: alert@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk 

U3A National office have advised us that the Metropolitan Police have produced an excellent 

publication entitled “The Little Book of Big Scams” with a view to raising awareness of the scams 

currently operating in the UK and covering easy steps which you can take to protect yourselves.  A 

copy can be downloaded by going to www.met.police.uk/docs/little_book_scam.pdf  or members can 

contact the Metropolitan Police on 02072301228 or email sterling@met.pnn.police.uk 

  Last but not least, if you change your address, phone number, or email address, do please let us 

know by emailing Marie Potts on editor@beestonu3a.org.co.uk  

And Finally! 
A frog goes into a bank and approaches the teller. He can see from her nameplate that her name is Patricia 

Whack. 

"Miss Whack, I'd like to get a £30,000 loan to take a holiday." 

Patty looks at the frog in disbelief and asks his name. The frog says his name is Kermit Jagger, his dad is Mick Jagger, 

and that it's okay, he knows the bank manager. 

Patty explains that he will need to secure the loan with some collateral. The frog says, "Sure. I have this," and 

produces a tiny porcelain elephant, about an inch tall, bright pink and perfectly formed. 

Very confused, Patty explains that she'll have to consult with the bank manager and disappears into a back office.  

She finds the manager and says, "There's a frog called Kermit Jagger out there who claims to know you and wants to 

borrow £30,000, and he wants to use this as collateral." She holds up the tiny pink elephant. "I mean, what in the 

world is this?" 

The bank manager looks back at her and says... 

"It's a knickknack, Patty Whack. Give the frog a loan. His old man's a Rolling Stone." 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alert@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk
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