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Our U3A year ended with a Christmas extravaganza at the CRMC. Almost 200 

of you came along.   It was an opportunity to showcase the efforts of some of 

our groups, enjoy some seasonal food and be entertained by more of our 

talented members. The programme was organised by Jane Wild, ably 

assisted by other committee members, (and some spouses) and Sheila 

Strang’s team of willing helpers.  Pat Collings and her team of Greeters were 

invaluable, thanks go to them. Mike Allery did a great job controlling the 

sound system and other “technical stuff” whilst looking resplendent in his bow 

tie.   Special thanks also go to Margaret Nightingale who made all of the 

delicious cakes and a big thank you to all who contributed to making the 

meeting a success. 

 

 

Chairman Sue Cotton opened the meeting 

and took the opportunity to give our thanks to 

Karen, who manages the CRMC and who has 

been a splendid support and help to the 

committee, the group leaders and the U3A 

members, and presented Karen with a gift 

token.   

 

 

 

Sue then 

welcomed the 

Mayor of Broxtowe 

Councillor Margaret 

Handley and her 

husband.  Mrs Handley attended to present 

Beeston U3A with a grant cheque for £100.  Mrs 

Handley told the assembled company that she 

was extremely impressed with the organisation 

and expressed the view that judging by the numbers present, U3A had 

certainly been needed in Beeston. She was given a New Members Pack and 
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said that when her term of office was over, she may very well join too. The 

Mayor then drew tickets for the free raffle. 
 

Then it was time for refreshments and the 

opportunity to view the displays in the hall.  

Several groups had tables showing the 

work that members had produced over 

the year.  There was an impressive display 

of photographs from the photography 

group which is now led by Heather. 
              

Other groups brought in “the fruits of 

their labours” to display.  There was an 

impressive collection of items which 

had been produced by the Craft 

Group including Christmas decorations 

and goody bags which the group sold, 

raising £25 which was donated to the 

CRMC Food Bank.  There were examples of 

soft toys, jewellery and patchwork and 

quilting, taffeta flowers and stitched and 

quilled cards. The group has been organised 

by Margaret Scothern since its 

inception.  Margaret is now 

handing over to Carole 

Brown.  Our thanks go to 

Margaret for all her efforts 

and hard work over the past 

months, and our good wishes 

go to Carole for the future of 

the group.  There was also a display of photographs from the Local History 

Group ably led by Christine Chater, 

 

Peggy Beech, leader of the Painting 

and Drawing group, displayed 

examples of the excellent art work 

produced by members of that group. 

The Garden Group mounted a display 

of photographs of some of the gardens 

they had visited over the year.  



                         
 

After refreshments, members were invited to take their seats in the Church 

and the morning’s entertainment commenced.   First up was the Beeston 

Ukulele Group or BUGS, looking 

splendid in their BUGS T shirts, led by 

Graham.  The troupe played a 

selection of carols and sang along, 

inviting us to join in with interesting 

choruses!  

 

Second on the programme was a 

display by members of the thriving International Dance Group led by Gill 

Morall.  Gill and some members of the group were splendidly dressed in 

costumes from various countries and performed dances from various parts of 

the world.  It was evident that all members of the group enjoyed the dancing 

very much.  The final dance was done entirely by hand signals, (reminding 

me of my youth and the Hand Jive!) which were demonstrated and 

explained by Gill before inviting the audience to join in.   Below left the group 

in full swing, and below right Eve Gurd and Gill Morall 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Next it was the 

turn of the Hand 

Bell Ringers of St 

Mary’s Church 

Attenborough.  

This group were 

back for a second 

time by popular 

demand.  It was a 

fascinating display 

to watch and to 

marvel at the coordination and timing which enabled the players to produce 

such wonderful sounds.   

 

Some of the Group are U3A members and 

we must thank those Ringers who had taken 

a day off from work especially to be present 

and entertain us. The group played a 

selection of seasonal tunes with great 

concentration, as is evident in these 

photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 Finally, we were 

entertained by a small 

choir organised by Jane 

Smith comprising 

members of the U3A and 

with the Daytime Singers 

from Wollaton.  Alan 

Windsor led the singing of 

carols, joined by the 

audience.  It was an 

enjoyable end to a very 

full programme of events.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

               



The Music Makers – The Bugs Group and St Mary’s Hand Bell Ringers 

 

                              

 
 



International dance group demonstration

 
 

 

 



                                                                 

                  

 

 

Gill Morall, leader of the International Dance 

Group, above and right is Eve Gurd, looking 

splendid in traditional costume.  Below, examples 

from the craft group. 

 

                
                                                                   


